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Devotion of the Primitive Times, tbe 


promoting frequent Communion Hh. 
bad no inconſideral Ice 5 4 
s this Ancient Practice #ecovers its 


: 
. 4 


rell appear in the Lives and Con- 
erfation of Chriſtia ns. 
The Duty it ſelf ſeems at pre 

nich better underſlood than it was 
ormerly, when many very unwary Diſ- 
ourſes upbn the Subject rather diſ- 
ouraged than. excited Men to the 
erformance of it. The Preparation 
vas lookd upon as ſo difficult and 
urdenſome, and ſo great à Perfection 
f Vertue required in the Receivers, 


* 
= 
. 


A 2 . were 


_ 


— 


to retrieve the Piety and 
iderable. Influence '; and 


true Perfection, we may reaſmably 


-xpe&, that the wonderful Effects of 


bat all ſincere Beginiters in Religion 


The PRET Ach. 
2 inclined to think, that _ ſacred 
itution na related ta then 
And che Men of Buſineſs, a 
wiſe very ſerious, were of the Opinion, 
that ſo much more Retirement was ne- 
ceſſary than they could ſpore: that nt 
being able to prepare themſelves,” at 
cording to ſuch Schemes, they altoge- 
ther laid aſide the Duty, pany br. 
the Holy Communion for their Vir 
ticum in their laſt Hours; which thi 
an admirable means to ſettle and ſ. 
cure the Pardon and Peace of ſu 
penitent Souls as have frequented tht 
Altar in the time of their Health an 
Vigour, 7 I am afraid, will but li 


tle avail thoſe who have wilfully ne 
lefed it all along in Life. 2 
Now if Chriſtians did but ſentoi h 


conſider, that the beſt Preparation ja 
Celebrating the Holy Myſteries, '« 
ſiſted in a conſtant Care to governthae: 
Lives by the Precepts of the GoſpoW'e 
and that it was ſufficient if they 48 
proach'd he Dord's Table with nec. 


S 
£2, 1 


Fs 
- * 
5 
* 
* 2 


The PREFACE: 5 
md devout Minds, heartily and ſu- 
erely js ta mend their Lives, 
md really willing, and defirous to uſe 

all means to become better; It it in- 
poſſible, I ſay, if Men's Minds were” 
poſſeſſed with this right Notion of the 


arWnatter, and that they really defigned 
ge. be true to their Chriſtian Profeſfions, 
ein that they ſhould embrace all Oppor-- 
WF unities of receiving the Holy Sacra- 
tho Wnent, and lament every reaſonable” 
Lauſe of their abſence as a great Mi 
uc ort ume, becauſe it is the e to 

mable them to diſcharge their Duty. 


Ind indeed the Religion we live by, it 
be Religion we muft receive by; tho 
he method many Men take upon theſe” 
Vccaſions tempt one to believe, they 
hink there is 4 great difference be- 
n | 
For my part, I could never diſco--. 
er any Duty, ſuppoſing one 4 
ed inthe Nature of this holy Action, 
bat a Man 'was obliged to, before 
ecerving the holy Communion, that 
3. coy 


paſe,our Church has encouraged a con. 


* 


The PRETACR. 


ada not his Dutty ſome time ar at har, tu 
be forhore Communicating. For tha dx 
crament dag not ſo much oblige ms to 
choſe Obligations, which the Profeſſim 
of Chriſtiauity has already laid upanu, 
bey that are acquaimed with Etc. 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtory, know. very, 2wel, 
that the Euchariſt in the pureſ Ages 
of the Church, made a part of 575 
Publick EE , and ww 2 oo 
tron of Chriſtians began to decline, they 
yet always uf the Lord's Nay cel. 
brated the Criſtian Sacrifice. Our 
Second Service a the Altar ecm de 
fective without a conformable Practite 
Eee this point, and the Hey 


| 


Exezciſes. of the Lord's Day: appear is 
want their duePerfeftion without theſe 
Euchariſtical Devotions. To this put- 


ſtant weekly Communion, by permitting 
Rubrick afrer it to be celebrated where 
Commun. three or four Perſons are 


ready and willing to Communicate 
3 


The PRERMe rn 
s being aſſured by our Savibur, that 
here two or three are gathered to 
ether in his Name, there he is bim-. 
in the midſt of them. And if the 
Parochial Miniſter ſbould Par with 
ly they 


ch a ſmall Number, it is li 
bol quickly increaſe, at leaſt it vil 
lemomſirate his own Zeal to ſhew 
orth the Lord's Death, and may bring 
Blelſing 8 Pariſh, as tell as: 
pon the other Labours F bis Holy 
unction. e e | 
In Order to quicken the eſtabliſbing. 
f this 7 ii I cannot 
orbear ſuggeſting an ervation 
lade by feed of the Reverend Cler- 
y, who bave been zealous in this 
Matter, That where Communions 
ave been frequent, the Number of 
he Communicants have ſenſibly in- 
realed; which, I think, oug bt to be no 
pull Encouragement to have the Ho- 
> Myſteries celebrated in all Pariſh 
hurches every Lord's Day; becauſe: 
375 ſhews a great. Diſpoſition. in the 
_. a4 a 


The PRETFA CE. 
Laity te he brought to a Senſe of thei 
Ditty,” and conſequently muſt 'tmimiat 
the Zeal of their Paſtors to 'give'then 
fue h frequent W Pa comme 
morating the Death and Paſſion of or 
Bleſſed Saviour, © © 
To this Holy End and Purpoſe | 
have' endeavoured by proper Arg 
ments to'preſs the Duty of frequent 
Communion hn the Conſctences « 
Ifen z. for all thoſe Motives that per: 
ſuade us to communicate at all, ought 
to prevail upon us to do it often; and 
it appears to me very plain, that m 
fincere Chriſtian, not otherwiſe lan 
fully hindered, can juſtiſie going on 
. of the Church when the Chriſtian St 
crifice 7s celebrated; nor ts there « 
ny Pretence or Excuſe ſufficiently va. 
id for a Man, that is in earnt| 
with Religion, to turn his Back ih 
on the Holy Table, when the hes 
venly Banquet zs there prepared. 
I haveno Deſign to puſh thoſe forma 
that have pitched their Tents in tt 


Quarter 


The PR FFACE. © - 
Quarters of the Enemy , berimſe being 1 


—— „ as well as 
ravate their Crimes, '4 N 


. eir Condenmation Nr they cannot 
partake of tie Table of the Lord 
and live and bla gw A dre 
tool of the Table of Devils. 
tis in vain to perſuade ſuch Fal o to 
be converted, in order to er them-" 
ſelves fit to receive often,” becauſe * 
this Motive will make l or n I- 
preſſion upon thoſe that are ſo det. 
tute of Faith and the Love of God." 
But I hope all ſuch honeſt Nine and 
candid Readers, who have ajuſt Con-- 
cern for the Welfare of tbeir Souls; 
will conſider ſo ſeriouſly the weight of J 
thoſe Anſwers that are given to the 
moſt plauſible Objections againſt fre- 
quent Communion, as-to reform this 


Neglect if they have been hitherto 
Guilty. 


I have morecver” ſet in itt true 


o_ the great Care our Holy Mo- 
A 5 ; ther 9 


edle Bone of ul Hah their. 


ST = The MO, 
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the Lords Supper; and.did our own 


1 more — ras 
of them, ' we ſb 4 — no! more. of 
ET Tong yore toont to make 
againſt our Diſcipline in this Pom... 
Thaveparticulorlytaken Care to ſpew 
that this Chriſtian Inſtitution tas or- 
dained not only to put us in Mind of 
 thoſegreatBleſſmgs which our Saviour 

purchaſed for us by his Death for what 
| Man, that refledts upon his Chriſtia- 

nity, can eaſily forget them? But that 
it vas alſo eſtabliſhed as a ſacred Rite 

zo ſupplicate. God the Father. by the 
Merits of our Saviour's Paſſion, repre- 
ſeming to him the Images of his Body 
and Blood, that thereby he may become 
favourable and propitious to us. I ” 
Senſe of it is agreeable to Scriptur 
as it Was 1922 by thoſe who 0 


gba 


W 


rr off. - 2: Py 0 S. = 


The Fi##x 6) 
nigheſt to the Times of the Apoſtles 
and has been henry proved 12 
Learned, Judicious, and 
Me. Mede. 


and ppc we of the following Trea- 
tiſe was printed in a Carerbene Form 


in the Chapter of the Vigils in The” 
Companionfort Feſtivals — ao | 
of the Church; bf in * Nee 


. 


to the conenrring Fu 
worthy Divines and Lay Men of my 
Acquaintance, it now appears in ano- 
ther Dreſs, with ſome Enlargements, 
more eafily to be purchaſed by all forts 
of People. They were ſo indulgent to 
te Compoſition re hich they deſired, as 
to think it might be ſerniceable to the 
Intereſt of Religion; an Argument, 


which I am willing to own, Jar not 


able to reſiſt ;, for I hope I ſhall be al- 


ways ready to 55 iſtain 2 ſhock of the 


ſevereſt worldly Cenſure, when the 
P . of God offers me a probable 
Opportunity of doing rhe mo vere 

A 6 1D 


_ 


ly confeſs, 6 der ate | 


1 


"The ue. 


1 make it more eſfectual to that 
Bud Ihaue added upon this Occafias 
the Devotional Part, which in 
meaſure owes its Original to the An- 
cientLiturgies of the ChriſtianChurch, 
whichl haue carefully peruſed and haue 
rranſplanted many a- pious Thought 
and warm Expreſſion from thoſe Sour- 
ces into this private Compoſure.. 

1. am very ſenſible this Subject: has. ( 
exerciſed the Pens of many learned 
aud devout Perſons; and bo I think 
we. abound too much with Diſcourſes. Ml” 

the Argument of Preparation, 
wherein.the * oy of Practical Di- 
vinity is introduced, as if it was only 
nor at ſuch times, yet [am of ihe | 

Qpinion we cannot exceed in-multiply-- 
ing Books upon the Devotional Parts, 
the Tempers and Apprebenſions of Men, 
being ſo different, that what does not 

als one, may touch another; and ſo 

2 8 ubſtantial Piety and. Devotion 

are improving, too man Inſtruments 
cannot be emplayetin advancing them. 

dere . 170 E HE 
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Of Wege the a= 
Chriſtian Sacrifice: 


T is no wonder that Men, who” 
are not ſerious in the'Bufineſs of 

Religion, and who frequent the 

Church only in complyance with 
the Faſhion of the World, and in O- 
bedience to an eſtabliſh'd Cuſtom, 
ſhould neglect one of the greateſt Ad- 
vantages of the Chriſtian Life, I mean 
the receiving the Holy- Sacrament of 
Ghriſt”s Body and Blood: But that Chri- 
ſtians, otherwiſe very devout; and 
not lawfully hindred, who have the 
Fear of God before their Eyes, and 
who aim at pleaſing Him in all their 
Actions, ſhould ever turn their Backs. 


] MW to dwell upon the great hazard they 
run, in neglecting to execute a Plain 


e 


The Dane q Frm 


upon his Holy Table, and Wei 
. to*commemorare"the meritorious Saerh 
" of the Death of Chrift, ſhouſd x8 
tuſe to give ſuch an ie Inſtance "of 
F< 1 Heart, is 73 mers of 
niſhment 5 becauſe there · 

by Welker the moſt Eitel means of 
ving in Grace, and overlook the 

deſt Method of ten "what they 
mol ſincerely deſire, © ;. 

I am apt in to think this their 
bad Conduct chiefly proceeds from the 
want of a true Senſe of their Duty in 
this Particular. Their great Deſire to 
rm an —_— Sacrifice to God, 
their Mi —_ lively appre- 
henſions of the great Danger of being 
unworthy ket ſo that they 
de not give tliemſelves leiſure to at- 
tend to thoſe Conſiderations that en- 
— force the Neceſſity of the Duty ; and 
therefore do not ſuffer their Thoughts 


Command of our Bleſſed: Saviours; 
which is more dangerous to their Sa- 
vation than performing it after an im- 
manner. The Duty therefore 
2 2 the juſt Conſe 


__ 


ER ee. * "of 


71 1 
* RES 80 telves \ : 8 4A 
of ur ſelves for the due oy 70S 'Y 
re but never tadelude out ſelves! e 
of Reaſons into ſuch a a. will er:? 
be tainly inereaſe our Guilt, d de o 

34 


our Puniſhment | 
2 thoſe who neuer partake of 7 
the Communion during their 
whole N for fear leſt their _ 7 
ſhould receive a. freſh ; 1 
being eommitted after — oO 
Obligation to be Naser it is 7 — 3 
they run into a very great Erro Fr 
one main reaſon why Sin hecomes mere 
heinous after repeated Obligations to 
the contrary, is, u 5 9 
with greater Daliberatith, tion, and I 
clearer Conviction: When there 4M 
Man, who believes: Tones ot 1 ug 1 
derſtands the Obligation it la ys upon 
him, omits this Duty for no rea- 
ſon, but that he may fin, as he thinks, 
with leſs danger, his N 2 then 5 
equally deliherate, and againſt'equally*, 
clear Conviction; and he, moreover" 


adds to them a eee W | 3 2 


Zo TAY SFR. 


«4 * 


8 K 80 7 
— of 8 - 
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, off the: means of becoming dia 
In order therefore to make this ſhort 
Diſcourſe more uſeful upon ſo impor- 
tant a Suhject, I fall reduce i to the 
following Method. % 
+ Firft, T-ſhall inquire dend Obi- 
gations that lie upon all Chriſtians 10 
receive tbe Holy Communion, and to fre- 
quent the Chriſtian Sacrifice." 
 _ Secondly, I ſhall ſhow what Prepara- 
tion is neceſſary: to perform this Day 


ter. an acceptable maune. 


- Thirdly, I ſhall endeavour to anſwer 
| ſome Objeftions againſt. . Com. 
munion. 
Fourthly, 1 ſhall lay before you the 
great advantages of frequent Communion. 
Fiftbly; I ſhall ſhew: the parrieular 
Care the Church of England bas taken. 
to prevent the Profanation of the Lord's 


Supper. | 

ixthly, I ſhall add ſome Direction: 
as to the manner of performing it, with 
ſuitable Devotions on ſuch Occaſions.” 


Firſt, I ſhall enquire into thoſe Obli- 
gations that lie upon all Chriſtians to 
receive the Holy Communion, and to fre 


quent the Chriftian Sacrifice, . - 


4 de 
e 
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The fr/# Argument for the perfor- 
mance NE en Cheiſtian Di " ariles. 
from the poſitive. Command of our Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, the Author of our. 
Religion. It is from this Anointed of 
the Lord that we are denominated 
Chriſtians, which implies a firm Belief 
of thoſe Doctrines which he has re- 
vealed, and a ſtedfaſt purpoſe of Mind 
d perform thoſe Precepts which he 
/ has commanded: We moreover ſo- 
lemnly promiſed in qur Vow of Bay- 
| tiſm, to govern all our Actions by the 
1 Rule of his Holy Goſpel. Therefore 
to perſiſt in the neglect of a plain Law 
of our Lord and Maſter, fufficiently . 
made known to us, is no ways con- 
ſiſtent with our Engagement, nor with 
that Character we profeſs of being his 
Diſciples. Beſides, our Obedience in 
this Particular pays a peculiar regard 
to his Authority; for this Duty being 
a poſitive Injunction, receives all its 
Force from his Right to Command. 
Now that our Saviour has made it 
the Duty of all Chriſtians to frequent 
this commemorative Sacrifice, is plain 
from the Hiſtory of its Inftitution, in 
the cloſe of which our Saviour adds 


dees 


erase Injuogion, * this in re- 
Trance of 
St. Lunke 22. „% N as the W us 
ſtles were obliged to do to others ay 
Saviour had done to them, uz. to 
bleſs, break and give the Bread to all 
that joyned with them in theſe holy 
Services; {> were all Chriſtians here- 
by engaged to receive from them 
and their Succeſlors theſe Symbols of 
Chriſt's. Body and Blood. "By this 
Precept therefore the Communion of 
Chriſt's Body and Blood, as repreſent- 
ed, by Bread and Wine in the Holy 
Sacrament, is made the ſtanding Me 
 morial of his Death and Sufferings in 
all Chriſtian Aſſemblies to the — of 
the World. St. Paul, who. received 
from the Lord himſelf what he taught 
concerning this holy Inſtitution, re- 
Peats the ſame Command, 
Ibis do in remembrance f 
»e. And if we conſider the Cirt um- 
ſtances of this Command, it will ſtill 
have a greater infſuence upon us; for 
it was given hy our beſt Friend, and 
greateſt Bene factor, when he was al out 
to lay down his Life for our ſakes. 
They are as it were his dying Words 
to 


Mn Cor. 31. 24. | 


1 Cale, 7 
to all his ſincere Diſciples and Fol- 
lowers; and therefore ought to # $97 Frog 
ce:ved with the n 
Deference 1maginal 2 1 5 = 
of this R Eng — 
ſtians did not dee Lg more ſtedfatl 
in the Apoſtles Dofrine, than they com- 
municated in r n 
breaking of Bread. It — * 
ing well known, that * -Publick ra 
ſhip, the Haris of the ancient Chri- 
ſtians, conſiſted of theſe three parts 
Or Hearing God's Word, of Prayers, a 
a n 40 wh il in FAR 2 
cbariſt. 
The frond fox the! new 
formance of this 
from the Nature of 1 55 Duty it 
It is a piece of Worſhip appr riatet 
to the Chriſtian Religion ich. 1 in 

a peculiar manner we Nabe — ſelyes 
Followers of the Bleſled Jeſus, The 
Heathens and Mabometans. offer up 
Prayers and Praiſes to God; and: by 
the Light of Nature apply themſelves 


to finite Power for the relief of their 


Neceſſities, and return their Thanks 
to infinite Goodneſs, as the Source 


fram whence they receive all their 
Bleilings 


Pt 


8 The OsLi6ations' 10 


Bleſſings. The Jer, ' by ſaying of 
Beaſts, and by bürning Incenſe, invo- 
cated God, and praiſed and "bleſſed 
him, for thoſe Mercies of which' they 
ed. But Chriſtians-only ſet 'be- 
fore God Bread and Wine in 7 the Eu- 
gdaariſt, as Figures or Images of the pre- 
WO cious Bloud of Chrift ſbed or us, _ 1 
bis precious Body, as it Is expreſſed 
the Clementine Litu And den 
fore we cannot be ſa 10 roperly to 
worſhip as Chriſtians, as when we join 
in thole ſacred Myſteries that Chriſt 
has made peculiar. to his own ed, 
gion: And it cannot be 1 
that it ſhould be at our own Dk 
whether we would perform it oo 5 
when it was ordained as the lar 
Service of Chriſtians, to Jiflineuiſh 
them from all other Worſhippers 10 c 
the Deity; and as the prin 40 Act 
whereby artake of the Jai 
of Chriſt Apt e upon the Croſs, and 
without which our publick Service 
wants its due Perfection. Upon which 
account the Primitive Chriſtians (at 
leaſt for a time in ſome Places) on no 
Day held their publick Ableimblie 
_—_— this _ acrifice. Fe, 


Aartyr 


Frequent COMMUNION 9 
in this Sacred Ordinance, a a conſtant 
of the Lord's DayService; and there 


15 no great doubt, but that each Lord's 


Day was that Szatus Dies, that ſet time 
on which Pliny tells the ter 5 
Emperor Trajan, the Chri- ů 7 
ſtians in Bythinia met together to bind 
themſelves with an Oath, not to ſteal 
or rob, or withold what was d 
ſited with them, or commit any ſort 
of Wickedneſs. And long after, in the 
time of St. Baſil, whocom- © * 
mends a daily Communi- L ad 
on, he ſhews us how near | 
the Practice in his Days came to it: 
The Chriſtians then not only communi- 
cated conſtantly four times'a Week, but 
on other Days when they celebrated the 
Memory of any Martyr. And the Faith- 
jul, that joined in all other my of 
the Publick Worſhip , never tailed in 
partake of the leſſed Sacrament. 
Vhat Opinion the ancient Chriſtians 
had of thoſe that turned their Backs 
upon this Holy Ordinance, may be 
collected from one of thoſe WE IS 
Canons which are called ©: 


Apoſtolical; whereby all the Fai 


that 


; k 


ar | 


* * a 


. 
= 


to T ter 


r \ » 1 


nente. „enen | * 
that came to their pubtick en 
ard bernd the Holy Scriptures, a 
did not continue to parte | 


ſeparated from he CONN 
4 ods 7 f 2 44 Ane IS? 7 LINUNION of 


Chriſtzans. e 
The e Argument for the petfoy 
mance” of this Chriſtian Puty ariſes 
from the great Benefirs that are an. 
next to the worthy participation of this 
Holy Ordinance. By the Nature'of our 
Circumftances in this World, we are 
ſurrounded - with variety of Tempta- 
tions, no Condition of Life being tree 
trom the Aſſaults of our Spiritual Ene- 
mies: So that it but too frequent- 
ly, happens, that we become a Prey 
to their Attempts, and are prevailed 
upon to tranſgreſs our Duty. Now 
when we are brought to a Senſe of our 
3 and our Souls are pierced with 
an unfeigned Sorrow for having com- 
mitted them; what ſurer Method have 
we to. procure our Pardon from God, 
than by Hewing forth the Lord's Death, 
by repreſenting his bitter Paſſion to 
bl! the Father, that ſo he would for his 
| fake, according to the Tenour of his 
Covenant in him, be favourable and 
| | Propitious 
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Bale Gonmurteont 11 
propitious to us miſetable Sinners? We 
all know; by fatal Experience; hom uf 
able we are of our ſelves to do any 
thing that is geo; but this heavenly 
Banquet is the Food and Nouriſhment 
Vigour to our pious Reſolutions, - and 
conveys Power and Strength to per- 
form our We are convinced, 
that the Satisfactions of i EOF Oy 
never compleat our Happineſs: By! 
this Holy'Sacr infpires à Hope 
to be made equal to Angels; and n 
leſs than the Kingdom of Haven Þ 
hereby made our Inheritance. So that 
a Man muſt be very inſenſible of his 
own Intereſt, that neglects one of the 
beſt Inſtruments of advancing his Spi- 
ritual Welfare; and what can the Con- 
cern of the whole World promiſe us, 
compared to the Advantage of ſuch 
gracious Vouchſafements? Neither is 
it probable, that a Man ſhould retain ' 


a very grateful Senſe of thoſe ſtupen- 
: pen 
dious Bleſſings 2 for us by the 


Death of Chriſt, - when he refuſes to 
give ſuch an eaſie Inſtance of a thank- 
tul Heart. If therefore we pay any 
regard to the poſitive Command of 
our 


1 12 Se of heDorr 


ctice of this Duty, 


never to turn our Backs u E Mean this * 
ly Ordinance. The true 


taken from thoſe 
ow, 1 Providence of God affords to 


better way 
| 9 our Obligation to receive, than 


Lord's Su upp 


| in 
by deu above all things the Im 
3 of our Minds in 9 ll. Chri- 
n Vertues, and breath after a Life 
without Sorrow and without Sin. we 
muſt conſtantly attend this Holy Or- 
dinance, from whence we may expect 
the Pardon of our Sins, and all the 


other Benefits of Chriſt's Paſſion; 


And when we are once convinced of 
thoſe Obligations that enforce the Pra- 
we muſt take care 


8 Duty in this Particular, is to 75 


rtunities which 


or this purpoſe; there being xo 
4 determining the frequet- 


s of God's giving_us the Opportu- 


nity. - According to this Rule the Pri- 


mitive Chriſtians practiſed ; who ne- 
ver withdrew themſelves from the 

when it made a part 
ick Worſhip. And it is . 


of Frequent COMMUNTON. 13 
> Communion'of the Sacrament, as | 
is in the Communion of Prayers, 
d other parts of publick Worſhip, 
e are bound to joyn in them - when 
pportunities offer for the perform. 
g them, and we are not otherwiſe 
wfully hinder d. Whoever there 
Tre ſhall neglect to communicate, and 
tires from the Holy Table, when the 
zavenly Banquet is there pr ö 
her does not thoroughly underſtand 
Duty in this particular, or muſt 

> very defective in the performance 
it. For as the Exhortation before 
e Communion ſuggeſts to us; Who 
puld not think it à great Injury and 
rong done to him, if be bad prepare i 
rich Feaſt, and decked bis Table with 
kind of Proviſion, ſo that there Tatk- 
nothing, but the Gueſts to ſit "dow, 
yet that they who were called,” with- 
any Cauſe , ſbould-moſft nnthankful- 
refuſe to come? And how can it be 
agined, that a Man has a/true Love 
his Saviour, or a grateful Senſe of 
Sufferings, that ſhall refuſe to make 
thankful Remembrance of them, 
zen our Saviour has commanded it, 
the Providence * God offers him 
5 
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14 The Nature of Preparation 
the Opportunity? I ſhall conclude thi 
Head with the Judgment of two em 
nent Fathers, St.Chryſoſtom and St. 4 
broſe, whereby we may gueſs at th 
Senſe. of the Greel and the Lan 
Church, in relation to this Practice 
The firſt St. Chryſoftom. deliv s hin 0! 
{elf after this manner; He who" d 
not allow himſelf in the Practice of 
known Sin, ought every Day to. | 
the Hol Table; but it is not afe 
bim, * has cuntracted a Habit of & 
uing, aud does not ſincerely repent then 
% to communicate even upon the great 
Feſtival. St. Ambroſe gives us his 0 
Pinion „ by way of Advice, in the 
Words, concerning the Holy 8 
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ment, . Receive daily what will be Ma. 
daily Advantage to yon: So live, tnc 
you may be fit to receive every Dill 
for be | that is, not fit to receive eule 

tio1 


Lay, #3 ut fit to receive once 4 Tear. 
ec Han on die em Aa uch 
- Secondly, I ſhall ſhew what Hare 
ration is neceſſary to perform this Din in 
after an acceptable mamer. 

When we ſpeak of Preparation n th 
the) Holy Sacrament , we ſuppoſe ile 
Candidates to have been educated 1177, 


# 1 
f \ 


for Frequent COMMUNION. 15 
he Belief of the Chriſtian A 
hat they have taken upon themſelves 
he ſolemn Vow made at their Bap- 
iſm, that they are inſtructed in what 
neceſſary for a Chriſtian to believe 
nd practiſe, and that they bave in - 
ome meaſure rmed thoſe Engage- 
ents which they ſolemnly ratified at 
heir Confirmation. And therefore 1 
hink it very adviſeable, before any 
ne makes Lis firſt Communion, that 
e ſnould conſult the Prieſt of his Pa- 
iſh, that he may be ſatisfied how far 
e has complied with thoſe Obligations 
e has lain under to Faith and Obedi- 
"ce, and may be farther examined as 
o thoſe Qualifications that make 2 
an a fit Gueſt at the Lord's Table. 
ind then the requiſite Preparation 
ill conſiſt in underſtanding what is 
ul de Nature and End of that Holy A- 
ion, and in the actual Exerciſe. of 
uch Chriſtian Vertues, of which th 
re ſuppoſed to have laid a Foundati- 
Han the former Courſe of their Lives. 
The i part of Preparation conſiſts 
110" the 17forming our ſelves carefully in 
ee Nature and End of this Sacred In- 
ion. Enquiring what is meant by 
0 B 2 this 
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16 The Hor ComMUN1oON 
this Holy Action, and to what pu 
poſes this Bleſſed Sacrament was « 
dained. This neceſſary Knowledg 

| once attained, is a ftanding Qualifi 

tion in all our future Communion 

and therefore we ought to take th 
more Pains to ſettle right Notions i 

our Minds concerning this matter, b 
cauſe they will be ſerviceable to us 

all the remaining part of our Liu 

In order to this purpoſe it will be ng 
-ceſlary to read over the Hiſtory oft 

a Inſtitution of this C 

Mat. 26. 17. 26. ſtian Sacrifice, as recort 
T1314 1:42% ed by the Evangeliſt 

1 Cor. 11. 24. and by St. Paul in 
Epiſtle to the Corintbia 

who received what he taught in ti 
matter by a divine Revelation. St. A 
tbewꝰs account of it is this, That as olf 
Saviour and his Diſciples were eati 
the Paſſover, Feſus rook Bread, 
bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave it 
the Diſciples; and ſaid, Take, eat, i 
zs my Body. And: he took the Cup, 4 
| gave Thanks, and gave it to them, |" 
ing, Drink ye all of it, for this ts 
Blood of the New Teſtament, 'whicl 
Jhed for many for the Remiſſion of & 


the CHRISTIAN SACRTFIcE. 17 


ut I ſay unto you, I will not drink: 
enceforth of this Fruit of the Vine, un- 


at Day I drink it new with yon 
ol ny Father's Kinzdom, And when 
WF: bad fung an Hymn, they went out. 


to the Mount of Olives, St. Mark 

akes the ſame Relation, and St. Luke 
nd St. Paul concur in the fame par- 

iculars, with the addition of this pos. -. 
tive Injunction, Do thes in remem- 
rance of me, From which places it 
ill appear, that when our Saviour Je- 
us Chriſt celebrated the Jewiſh Sacri- 
Ice of the Paſſover with his Diſciples - 
little before his Sufferings, he. ſub- 
tituted the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood, as the true Chriſtian Sacrifice, 
n the room of the Paſſover; and or- 
lained it as a Rite to invocate his Fa- 
ler by, inſtead of the manifold and 
loody Sacrifices of the Law, and to 
te a mean of Supplication and Addreſs 
o God in the New Teſtament, as they 


ere in the Old. To which end our 
daviour firſt offers up the Creatures of 
bread and Wine to God, as an acknow- 
edgment of his Sovereignty, by ta- 
ung the Bread and Wine into his ſa- 
red Hands, by looking up to Heaven, 
B 3 and 


3 


ting the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup 


thy own out of what thou baſt bout 


Blood of Chriſt, we thereby repreſent 
Son, to the end that he may for hi 


Covenant in him, be favourable and 
propitious to us, miſerable _ 


* 


18 The HoLy COMMMUNto 

and giving Thanks; and then by Blef 
ſing the Elements, he makes them thy 
Symbols of his Body and Blood, ani 
diſtributed them ta his Diſciples, t 
eat and drink them in Commemoration 
of him. So that the Defign-of inſtitu 


per, was to conſtitute a Chriſtian & 
crifice, wherein God myſticallyentey 
tains Man at his own Table, in taken 
of Amity and Friendſhip with him; 
which that he might do, the Bread 
and the Wine are oftered to God, to 


tures; and accordingly in the ancient 
Church they were laid on the * 
Table by the Prieſt, (as they are ſtil 
ordered to be done by the Rubrick ii 
the Church of England) and tendred to 
God by this ſhort Prayer, Lord, we of 


fully given us; which by Confecration 
being made Symbols of the Body and 


to God the Father the Palſion of hi 


fake, according to the Tenonr of Js 


= 
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tbe CHRISTIAN SACRIFICE. 19 
hat as Chriſt intercedes oontinuallyfor 
sin Heaven, by preſenting his Death 
nd Satisfaction to his Father; ſo the 
hurch on Earth in like manner may 
pproach the Throne of Grace, by re- 
reſenting Chriſt unto bis Father in 
heſe Holy Myſteries of his Death and 
ation. That what every Chriſtian 
loes mentally and vocally, when he re- 
ommends his Prayers to God the Father 
hrough Jefus Chriſt, making mention 
f his Death and Satisfaction; That in 
he publick Service of the Church is 
done by this Rite, which our Saviour 
zommanded in Commemoration of him. 
The Incenſe and Mincha, or the Of- 


fering propheſied of by Malachi, 1. 11. 


hereby God's Name was to be great a+ 


mong the Gentiles, is applied by the 
primitive Fathers to this Chriſtian. Sa- 
crifice or ſolemn Worſhip in the Eucha- 


riſt, taught by our Bleſſed Saviour to 
bis Diſciples, to be obſerv'd by all that 
ſhould believe in his Name. The I- 
cenſe which denotes the Prayers of the 
daints, repreſenting the ſpiritual part 
of the Chriſtian Sacrifice, which is 
Prayer, Thankſgiving, and Comme- 
moration ; the Mineha or Offering re- 
334 preſenting 


29 


20 The Hor Y COMMUNION | 
preſenting the material part thereof 
which is a Preſent. of Bread and Wine 
which may " well be called a Pur 
Offering, in reſpect of Chriſt whom i 
ſignifies — — — who is a 83. 
crifice without all Spot, ere And 
Imperfection. 
Ihe Ancients. held. the Oblation 5 in 
the Euchariſt to be anſwerable in ſome 
reſpects to the legal Sacrifices. They 
| "wt tu that our Bleſſed Saviour or- 
dained the Sacrament of the Euchariſt 
as a Rite of Prayer and Praiſe to on 
inſtead of the manifold and blood Gor 
crifices of the Law. That the legal 
Sacrifices were Rites to invocate God 
bp, and for praiſing and 
Em. J. % blefling him for his Mer: 


I 
Er. b. 10. — Cles, is evident fromScrip- 


Prov. 15.3. ture. - Inſtead therefore 
ere es IS 1 laying of Beaſts, and 
burning Incenſe, Tg they praiſed 
God and called upon his Name under 
the Old Teſtament, our Saviour um- 
der the New appointed this Sacrament 
of. Bread and Wine, as a Rite where: 
by to give Thanks and make Suppli- Ml 
cation to his Father in his Name. That 
as the legal Sacrifices were Types and il 
Swan 
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the CHRISTIAN SACRIFICE, 21 
Shadows of the great Sacrifice on the: 
Croſs, and had a Relation to Chrift that 
was to come, ſo the Chriſtian Sacrifice 
of Bread and Wine looks back and has a 
Relation to Chriſt that was crucified. - 

There was alſo among the Jer an 
ancient Tradition, as has been ob- 


— — ww wlll 


' * Theodorus Bibliander lib. 2. de S. Trinitate; 
Erat apud veteres Hebræos dogma receptiſſimum, in 
adventu Meſſiæ Benedicti ceſſatura eſſe omnia le- 
galia Sacrificia tantumque celebrandum Sacrificium” 
Thoda : Gratiarum act jonis, Laudis — — 
& confeſfionis, C illud peragendum Rn ase g 
pane ꝙ vino; ſicuti Melchiſedec Rex #tiarum aftionem. | 
Salem & Sacerdos Dei Altiſſimi temporibus Abraba- 
mi panem & vinum protul it. bt 
The Truth of this farther appears, not only from: 
the Teſtimony of R. Kimchi, cited by the learned 
Biſhop Hooper, but from the Bereſchit Rabba, that 
is the larger Commentary of the ems upon Gene 
PB fs, where R. Pine bas is quoted, upon the 28th of 
re Numbers, ſpeaking theſe Words, Tempore Meſſte- 
nd omnia ſacrificia ceſſabunt, ſed — panis & vin 
vn ceſſabit, ſicuti dictum eſt Gen. 14. & Melchiſe- 
dec Rex Salem protulit panem & vinum.. Et Mel- 
ol cbiſedicum Rex Meſſias excipiet a . ſacriſici- 
n- orum ſicuti dicitur, Pſal. 110. Tu es- Sacerdos in 
nt c ternum ſecimdum ordinem Melchiſedec, I 
Rabbi Johai alſo upon the ſame Chapter of 
| Numbers, ſpeaks to the ſame purpoſe; Tempore 
i” Wl fie omnia Sacrificia deſinent; Sacrificium vero 
at panis & vini nunquam deſinet. Which he endea- 
1d vours to confirm by ſeveral Texts of * n 
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22 The HoLY COMMUNION: 
ſerved by learned Men, That in the 
Time of the Meſſias all Sacrifices fbould 
ceaſe but that of Bread and Wine. And 
this Oblation of the Bread and Wine is 
implied in St. Paul's Parallel of the 
Lord's Supper, and the Sacrifices of the 
Beenntiles, Ion cannot, ſays 
1 Cor. 10. 21. he, be Partakers of the Ta- 
ble of the Lord. and the Table of Devils, 
becauſe they imply contrary Cove- 
nants, incompatible one with the other, 
Now here it is majlifeſt that the Table 4 
Devili is ſo called becauſe it conſiſte 


of Meats offered to Devils, whereby 
thoſe that eat thereof eat of the Devil's 
Proviſion; therefore the Table of the 
Lord is called his Table, not only be- 
cauſe he ordained it, but becauſe it 
conſiſted of Meats offered to him. The 

Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews., 
*Þ <1 St. Paul, inſinuates the 
S π] . fame thing, Ve have an 

7 


Altar, ſaith he, whereof they bave no 
right to eat who ſerve abernacle.. 
By which it is plain there was an Altar 
m the Chriſtian Church beſides that in 
the Jewith Temple, atid conſequently 
a Sacrifice, not only the ſpiritual one 
of Prayer and Thankſgiving, but the 
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material one of Bread and Wine Þ fu 


The firſt Chriſtian Writer after the 
Apoſtles, St, Clement, in 7 04). OS ALAS 


his Epiſtle to the Corin- 838 


e 3. + -4<=- A; 


Offering the Gifts for the 


ſtian Church obſerved the fame Stile, 
is clearly proved by the learned and 
pious Mr. Mede in his Chriſtian Sacri-- 
fee. Hence we may obſerve, that the 
Holy Sacrament conſiſts of two parts, 
the Eartbly, which are the Elements. 
of Bread and Wine; and the Hea- 


ly Ghoſt deſcending upon Conſecrati-- 
on, and ſanctifying the Bread and 
Wine, and invigorating them with the 
divine Virtue of Chrift's Body and 
Blond. For tho, as Theodoret ſpeaks, 
The Symbols vid our Lord's. Body and 
Bloud, after the Prayer of Conſecration 
are changed, and become Di.. 
other; yet they depart no 
from their own Nature; for they remain 
in their former Eſſence; and Figure, and 
dbape, and are vifible 2 ſenſible, ſuch 
5 6 as 
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the CHN TEN SN CKT ECE. 27 
ficiently ſignified by the Word Baring. 


thians, uſes the Phraſe, "EdirOx,p.96 


Adminiſtration of the Sacrament; and 
that the ſucceeding Writers in the Chri- 


venly, which is the Power of the Ho- 
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24. The HoLy: COMMUNION. 
44 before they were. And the. Prieſt 
that officiated in the ancient Church 
not only rehearſed the Evangelical 


Hiſtory of the Inſtitution of this toy 


Sacrament, and pronounced thoſe wo 
of our Saviour, This is my Body, this 
zt my Blood; but he offered up a Prayer 
of Conſecration to God, beſeeching him 
That be would 1. down his Holy Spirit i. 
upon the Bread and Wine preſented unto 

bim on the Altar, and that be would ſo 


ſanctiſs them, that 7 might become 


the Body and Blood of bis Son Feſus 
Chrift : Not with Reſpect to the grols 
Compages or Subſtance, but only as to 
the Spiritual Energy and Vertue of his 
holy Fleſh and Blood, communicated 
to the bleſſed Elements by the Power 
and Operation of the Holy Ghoſt de- 
fſcended upon them; whereby the Bu 
: 9) and Blood of Chrift is verily and in. 
| deed taken by the Faithful in the Lord" 
Supper. This Prayer is found in all the 
ancient Liturges; i and ne. 
0 Mien have thought that 
Rom: 35-15. St. Paul alluded to ſome 
thing of this Nature, when he ſpe: 
of the Offering of the Gentiles being 
made acceptable by the e 
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the CHRISTIAN SACRIFICE. 25 

e Holy Ghoſt; there being no leſs 
han five Liturgical Words in that Text, 
2s has been obſerved by learned Men. 

And as this Sacrament was deſigned 
to render God propitious to us by re- 
preſenting to him the Merits of our 
Saviour's Sufferings; ſo it was inſtitu- 
ted to be a ſtanding Momment of the 
infinite Love of our Saviour in dying 
for us; and by eating and drinking at. 


God's Table, according to Chriſt's Ap- 


pointment, to fix in our Souls the Me- 
mory of thoſe invaluable Bleilings he 
has purchaſed for us; and to commu- 
nicate to all worthy Receivers the Be- 
nefit of his Sacrifice upon the: Croſs; 
upon which account it is called The 
Communion of bis Body and Blood. And 
it was moreover ordained to be a Band 
of Union to knit Chriſtians together in 
the ſame Fellowſhip and Communion. 
Thus the infinite Love of Chriſt ap- 
peared not only in giving himſelf to 
die for us, but in ſo tar complying with 
the weakneſs of our Nature, as to in- 
ſtitute aud ordain Holy Myſteries as 
Pledges of his Love, and for a conti- 
nual remembrance of his Death to our 
great and endleſs Comfort. 1 


28 The Power of Adminiſtving © 
And ſince we live in an Ape that 
is inclinable to make all the inherent 
Powers in the Prieſt- hood, to be the Ef- 
fects of Prieſt- craft, and that othen 
take upon them to ſign and ſeal Co- 
venants in God's Name, who have re- 
ceived no Commiſſion to that e. 
It will be fit for any Man that pre- 
pares himſelf for this Holy Ord:nance, 
to conſider who has the Power of 4 
miniſtring this Holy Sacrament ; whe- 
ther Lay-men as well as Clergy-men 
that have received their Commiſſion 
by Succeiſion from the Apoſtles. This 
Conſideration I am fare will be of 
reat Comfort to the faithful Mem- 
rs of the Church of Ergland, which 
has preſerved the ancient Apoſtolical 
Government, and the Primitive' Or- 
ders in a due Subordination, whereby 
they are ſecured of a right and truly 
Canonical Miniſtry | 
Now to ſatisfie our ſelves in theſe 
Enquiries, we muſt obſerve that in the 
firſt Inſtitution of this Sacrament, it 
was celebrated by our Lord and Ma- 
ſter Feſus Chriſt, He bleſſed the Bread 
and Wine, and gave both to his Dif 
ciples; and he himſelf was, as the 4 
| foſtle 


a 


the Holy SACRAMENT. 27 
oo calls him, the High: Prieſt over 
Houſe of God, And indeed, the 
Deſign of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews 
ms to be to ſhew us the difference 
between the two Covenants, the Na- 
Ire of the Levitical and Hvangelical 
rieſthood, what Neceſſity there was 
of a change from the one to the other; 
hat the Evangelical was after the 
Order of Aſelcbi ſedec; that our Sævi- 
bur was the High-Prieſt of that Order, 
and that this Honour he took not to 
himſelf, but was called of God to it, 
as well as Aaron was to his. The Sa- 
crament being thus inſtituted, and the 
Elements being conſeerated by a Prieſt 
at the firſt celebration of it; the Apo- 
ſtles kept cloſe to their Maſter's Inſti- 
tution, being commanded to do be 
fame in remembrance of bim; they con- 
ſecrated the Elements and gave them 
to the People, as he before did to them, 
and the ſame did the Biſhops and their 
Succeſſours after them, and thoſe that 
they appointed. And this was ſo con- 
ſtantly and univerſally practiſed in 
theſe early times, that one Inſtance is 
not to be brought to the contrary. 


Beſides, 


$5, T7_04 2 a 


m—_a ri. oft s_ TS. 


r 


23 The Power of Adminiftring 
- Beſides, the very Nature of a Sacm 
ment requires commiſſioned Officers for 
the Adminiſtration of it. For Satis. 

ments being Seals of the Covenant of 
Grace, that Covenant between God and 

Man, which our Saviour purchaſed for 
us, and confirmed with his Blood. Who 
can ſeal this Covenant, unleſs ſuch a 
are empowered by God to tranſact with 
us in his Name? On our part to offer 
up our Prayers and Supplications to 
him; and on his, to bleſs us, to ab- 
ſolve us from our Sins upon Repen- 
tance, and to ſeal the Pardon of them, 
by admitting us to partake of theſe 
Holy Myſteries. OY: 

To this End the Apoſtles were care- 
ful in providing good Men to ſucceed 
them in their Miniſtry ; St. Paul was 
earneſt with Titus to ordain Elders in 
every City, and with Timothy, to lay 
Hands ſudlenty on no Man; and in hs 
Epiſtles to both, he deſcribes, and that 
mcely too, the Qualifications of thoſe 
that were to be admitted to Eccleſi- 
aſtical Orders. In the Church of CG 
rinth there were Prophets and Teachers 
Helpers and Governours, Which were 
their Biſhops, Prieſts and De 
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the HoLY"SACRAMENT. 29 
Now what need was there of this Di- 
ſtinction, and of great care and caution 
in conferring Orders; if they had no 
par:icular Powers to exerciſe, and that 
every Lay-man had an equal Right to 
diſp _ _— ond ah m afſert- 
ing the Supremacy o eign M 
— — that A 85 
the Ainiſtring either of. Ar. 37 > 
God Word or of the Sacraments, is not 
given to Princes, becauſe they are not 
mveſted with, nor have a Sovereign 
Diſpoſal of the Power of Orders. © 
But the Practice wk, - 2 
Church from the begin i 
anity ſufficiently . — he R — 5 
ings of Theifts and Enthuſiaſts 1 
Matter of Fact is too ſolid and PFs 
tial an Argument to be confuted by 
Art and Sophiſtry. St. Clement in his 
) Wl Epiſtle to the Corinthians 
us i tells us, when the Aro hos -OEES 94 8 
at planted Churches, they made the faſt 
le Fruits of tbofe they converted Biſhops and 
. Deacons over thoſe that fbould afier- 
0 2rd believe. And that as the Prieſts 
bade the proper Services appointed them, 
i oy fertaining to their Mint- 1 5 


Vries; 7 the Lay-man is 
W | | confined | 
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30 The Power of Adlniniſtring 
confined within the Bounds of what is com: 
mandemd to Lay-men, And in another 
Nlace he ſpeaks to this purpoſe, All thoſe 
Duties which the Lord: bath commanded 
FR us ro do, we ought to db them 
p. H regularly and orderly; ow 
Oblations and divine Services to celebrate 
them on ſet and appointed Timer. For fi 
bath be ordained, not that we ſbould dp 
 themathaphbazard,andwithoutOrder but 
ar certain determinate Days and Times; 
where alſo, and by whom he will bave 
them executed, bimſelf hath defined ac- 
cording to bis ſupreme Will. St. Iona- 
tins, who was Diſciple to St. Jabn and 
Biſhop of Autiochꝭ in his Epiſtle to the 
Smyrneaxs, p. 6. is more expreſs to 
this 3 Let no Man do any thing, 
fays he, of what belongs to the Church 
without the Biſhop: Let that Euchariſt 
be efteemed firm and valid, which is ei- 
ther adminiſtred by the Biſhop, or by him 
whom he authoriſes > Whereſoever the 
Biſhop ſhall appear, there the People ought 
to be, as where Feſus Chrift is, there il 
the Catholick Church. It is not lawful 
without the Biſhop either to baptize or 10 
celebrate the Holy Communion , for what- 
ſoever he ſhall approve that will be ac- 
"AP 5 ceptabli 
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the HoLy\ SACRAMENT, 3F 
coptable to God, to the end that what- 


ever is done be regular andof 
in And Tertullian — of the 


Chriſtians of his Time, Kd 
That as they did receive ve cos 
tbe Sacrament of the Eu. alioram manu, 
chariſt in their Meetings 2 Preſiden- 
beſore Day, ſo it was ouly © | 
from the Hands of their Bifbops. 

I would only deſire thoſe, who are too 


apt to attack the Chriſtian Priefts, as the 


rebellious Princes did Moſes and: Aaron, 
by infinuating, that ebey take too much 
upon _ 5 — emanding, wbere- 

we they lift up elves __ © 1 
_ hs Congregation of Numb. vc Il. 
the Lord? to be mindful of their | 
ment, and to conſider” how ſeverely 


God revenged their Inſolence, in au- 


ſing the Earth to open her Mouth, and 
to ſwallow up them and all their Ad- 
herents. | 2 An 
The Second part of Preparation con- 
lifts in thoſe pious Diſpoſitions of Mind, 
which qualifie us to receive this Sacra- 
ment atter a worthy manner, and make 
us fit Gueſts at the Lord's Table. And 
theretore when we plead the Merit of 
"F Chriſt a 


32 The Pious Qualifications 
Chriſt's Death and Paſſion before God 
the Father in this Chriſtian Sacrifice, 
it onght to be accompanied with a moſt 
thankful Acknowledgement of thoſe great 
Bleiſings our Saviour has purchaſed for 
us by his Sufferings, and a publick pro- 
claiming to all the World, the great 
Senſe we have of ſuch invaluable Kind- 
neſs. With a hearty Repentauce for all 
the Sins we have been guilty of an 
Thought, Word and Deed for this was 
the end of his 8 to 8 us 

to God, by rurning us from 

R gs SO Pee. fog ith 
Reſolutions of better Obedience; for 
he gave himſelf for: us, zo puriſie 10 
een, bimſel a peculiar Peaple xea- 
tus . 14. lous of good Works, With 
an entire Refienation of our Souls and 
Bodies to be a reaſonable, holy, and 
Lively Sacrifice unto him; for he has 
the juſteſt Claim to us, becauſe he 
2 purchaſed us at the Price 
1 Pet. 1. 177? of bis own Blood. With a 
conſtant Endeavour to make ſome pro- 
ficiency in all the Vertues of the Chri- 
ſtian Life, becauſe he has obtained for 
us, by the Merits of his W 
| e 


of 


; Charity to our Brethren, contributing 
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for Frequent COMMUNION. 33 
Grace and Aſſiſtance of God's Holy 4&4 
Spirit, to work in us both p z. 11 
to will and to do of bit | 
good N With a Readineſs of 
Mind to be reconciled to all thoſe that 
have offended us, becauſe when we were 
Enemies we were reconciled | 

ro God by the Death of bis Nom. 5. 1o. 
Son. With hearty and ſincere Love and 


all we can to the relief of Chriſt's poor 
diſtreſſed Members, by reaſon he was 
ſo liberal of his ineſtimable Blood for 
us. Laſtly, with a purity of our Inten- 
tion, ſincerely aiming at, and deſign- 
ing to anſwer all thoſe ends and pur- 
poles for which this Holy Sacrament 
was ordained; and not merely to com- 
ply with Cuſtom, and to qualifie our 
{elves for a profitable Employment. 

But then it muſt be noted, that all 
theſe Qualifications are the ſame that 
we are oblig'd to acquire by our Ba 
tiſmal Vow, and are neceſſary in the 
Courſe of a Chriſtian Life, and in the 
Uſe of all other Means of Grace, For 
except we confeſs our Sins with an 
humble, penitent, and obedient Heart, 
and are ready to forgive thoſe 1 

ve 


have offended us, and aſk with Faith, 
even our Prayers and Praiſes will find 
no acceptance at the Throne of Grace: 
Indeed Charity and Good Vill towards 


all Men, was always thought fo ne- 


ceſſary a Qualification for the- Cele- 
bration of this Chriſtian Sacrifice, that 
in the ancient Church, at the very en- 
trance thereunto, the Deacon was wont 
to proclaim, Let no man baue ought 
Againſt his Brother : And this Practice 
was founded upon our Saviour's Ordi- 
nance in his divine Sermon upon the 
Mount, If zhou bringeſt thy 

Mat. 5-23» 2. Gift to the Altar, and there 
remembreſt that thy Brother bath ought 
againſt thee , leave thy Gift before the 
Altar, and go thy way, firſt be reconciled 
ro thy Brother, and then come and offer 
thy Gift. Which Scripture, in the ſenſe 
of the Primitive Church, was taken to 
be an Evangelical Conſtitution; impli- 
ed by way of Anticipation, that our 
Saviour would leave ſome Rite to his 
Church, inſtead and after the manner 
of the Sacrifices of the Law, which 
ſhould begin with an Oblation, as they 
did; and that, to require this proper 
and peculiar Qualification in _ * 
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for Frequem COMMUNION. 33 
ferer, to be at Peace, and without H- 
mit) _ his pg inſomuch that 
Trenaus leems to place 60428, 
that 2 of the _ 0 
lical Oblation, prophe- q p. 1. V. 11. 
Fed of by Malachs, prin -- 
cipally in this Requiſite. | | 
And beſides this, the only Duty the 
Scripture ſeems to make peculiar to the 
Receiving the Holy Sacrament, 1s Se/f- 
09077 This is St. Paul's Di- 
rection, Let a man e a” 
mine himſelf, and ſo ler FRET 
him eat of that Bread, and drink 4 
that Cup; which if taken in the 
Senſe, for ſearching into the State of 
our Souls, in order to know how far 
we believe and practice what is re- 
quired of us, and to mend for the fu- 
ture what has been amiſs in our paſt 
Conduct, is certainly obliging at other 
times, as well as before the Sacrament; 
and tis impoſſible a Chriſtian ſhould 
govern his Life with that neceſſar 
Care and Watchfulneſs that is requi 
without practiſing of it nt- 
ly. And yet I believe, if the Senſe f 
St. Paul be impartially weighed in that 
matter, it will appear, that the Exa- 
mination 
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ing the Lord's Supper by Chriſt's Inf 
rution of it, to ſee whether our Bel 
viour comports with the Inſtitution; 


might acquaint themſelves with the 

taking of it; fo that by that even 
Inſtitution, and ſuited to that End. Ii 
the account he gives of Chriſt's Inſti- 


Drinking in the Sacrament, was 1 
park of common Eating and Drinking 
for 


ſent Chriſt's Body and Blood, to be 
him, or as St. Paul expounds it him- 


He moreover obſerves, that this w 


mination he recommends is not that 
of our State and Condition toward 
God, and of our Duty in general, bu 
an Examination of our manner of Eat: 


and the End for which it was inſtitu- 
ted. For to remedy the Diforders that 
were in the Church of Corintli in the 
Adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper, 
he ſets before them Chrift's Inſtitution 
of the Holy Sacrament, that they 


manner and end propoſed: in the par 
one might examine his Comportment 
therein, whether conformable to that 


tution, he remarks that Eating and 


Hunger and Thirft, but to'Yepre 


eaten and drank in remembrance of 


ſelf, to ſhew forth rhe Lord's Death. 


done 


before the Holy Communion 37 
one by all who were preſent united 
gether in one Company at the ſame 
ime. All which put together, ſhews 
hat the Examination here p 
elates to; for the deſign of the Apo- 
le being to reform thoſe Abuſes he 
und fault with in their celebrating 
ie Lord's Supper, tis by that alone 
e muſt interpret the directions he 
ives concerning it, if we will ſuppoſe 
Sc talked pertinently to the Subject in 
and; which was to reduce the Co- 
thians from the Irregularities they 
ere run into in this matter. And if 
1e account of Chriſt's Inſtitution be 
ot for their examining their Carriage 
y 1t, and their adjuſting their Com- 
ortment to it, it will be hard to find 
Reaſon for what purpoſe it is here 
entioned, | 

From heyce we may therefore ga- 
ner what that unworthy Receiving 
as, which is condemned in the Co- 
nthians by St. Paul, and what the 
uniſnment annex'd to it; It was their 
orderly and irreverent Participation 
[ the Lord's Supper; it was their Eat- 
dg and Drinking after an unworthy 
auner, without a due regard to the 
C Manner 


38 The Duty of Self-Examination 
Manner and End of that Holy Inftip 
tion; without a due Reſpect had toy 
Lord's Body, in a diſeriminating an 
purely Sacramental Uſe: of the Brea 
and Wine that repreſent it. It beig 
tzhe Cuſtom of the Primitive Chriſtia 

to receive the Holy Euchariſt after the 
Feaſts of Charity, wherein the Rick ad 
the Poor were wont to eat togetha 
with great Sobriety and Tempera 
In the Church of Corinth this meth 
was not obſerved; the Poor were 1 
admitted to this common Feaſt; ff 
in eating every oue took before each oil 
bis own Supper; ſo that when fon 
wanted, others were guilty of ſcand 
lous Exceſs, and groſs Intemperance 
And tke Effect of it was, They did » 
diſcern the Lord's Body. They mad 
no difterence between the Sacramen 
and a common Meal; between wid 
was to ſuſtain their Bodies, and wil 
was to nouriſh their Souls. So that 
eat the Bread, and drink of the Cy 
without a due and direct diſcriminatit 
had to the Lord's Body, by ſeparati; 
the Bread and Wine from the comma 
Uſe, of eating and drinking for Hung 
and Thirſt, was to eat AG 


before the Holy Communion. 39 
niſhment annexed to theſe Miſcar- 
ages, were Infirmities, Sickneſs, and 
mporal Death, with which God cor- 
&ed them, that they might not be 
ndemned with the unbelieving 
"orid. By which it appears, that 
emporal Judgments muſt be under- 
ood by the Word our Tranſlators ren- 
er Damnation. Tho' if theſe Tempo- 
rd! Judgments had not produced A- 

endment and Reformation, ſuch a 
ontempt of Holy things might have 
ade them obnoxious to the eternal 
udgment of God. 8 
Now it appears farther, by the Na- 
re of theſe Puniſnments, that the 
xamination St. Paul recommends refer- 
ed to the Inſtitution of the Sacrament; 
or if the Unworthineſs here ſpoken of, 
ere either Unbelief, or any of thoſe 
ins which are uſually made the Mat- 
er of Examination, tis to be preſumed 
he Apoſtle would not wholly have 
aſs'd them over in Silence: This at 
aſt is certain, that the Puniſhment of 
ele Sins is infinitely greater than that 
hich God here inflicts on unworthy 
(ecetvers, whether they who are guilty 
them receive the Sacrament or no. 
E That 


40 The Perſons not Qualified: 
That then which makes a Man 2 
ſolutely unfit to receive the Holy & 
crament , beſides Ignorance ot tle 
meaning of that Holy Inftitution, 
the living in the conſtant habitual bn 
ctice of any known Sin without Reper 
tance. Such a Man's approach to the 
Holy Table would be a mocking of Gol 
and a great Contempt of his Author: 
, and tho' the ancient diſcipline d 
the Church is at a low ebb among u 
yet there is ſtill Power to debar ſud 
ſcandalous and open _—_— the oo 
| ; munion, and a particu 
fan. r Onder to Parochial Mi 
niſters not to admit ſuch. But then i 
ought to be obſerved, that this imp 
nitent State makes our Prayers alſo ui: 
Abomination to the Lord; for to pn 
feſs our ſelves ſorry for our Sins, an 
reſolved to forſake them, when N. 
have no ſenſe of the one, nor are dſtin 
ternuned to do the other, is the gr 
teſt Affront imaginable to our Make | 
buy ſuppoſing that either he does 1: 
know our Hearts, or that he will inc 
pleaſed when we draw near to ul 
with our Lips, though our Hearts # 


far from him. | 
"The 
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+ There is a caſe indeed, wherein, F 
Wink, a Man may be ſuppoſed qu. 
/ to attend the public Prayers of the 


burch, and yet that 1t may be fit for 
im to abſtain from approaching the 
liar, which is when à Man firſt riſes 
y rfeigued Repentance from a deplo- 
able fall into ſome grievous Sin; the 
rſt Scene of his penitential Sorrows 
hould paſs in the Exerciſe of Morti- 
cation and Seli-denial, and fome time 
ay be neceſiary to prove the Since- 


ity of his return to his Duty. And 
UF his is agreeable to the diſcipline of the 
eb in the primitive Times, when 


ni bcever was found guilty of any ſcan- 
alous Fault, was according to the Na- 
ire of the Oitence, debarred the 
ommunion a ſhorter or a longer time; 
0 that 1t will very well become the 
Modeity of a Penitent, 1n theſe looſe 
times wherein the Chriſtian diſcipline 
Is relaxed, to exerciſe it upon himſelf, 
It being reaſonable, that the Senſe of 
any neinous Crime lately committed 
mould ſo humble and mortifie us, as 
to make us ready and willing to im- 
pole this Penance upon our ſelves, as 
thinking our ſelves tor ſome time un- 
C 3 worthy 


42 The Perſons not Qualified + 
worthy to participate in the highel 
and moſt folenm Act of Religion. 
In ſhort, the beſt Preparation tor the 
Sacrament is a conſtant endeavour ty 
live as becomes that Holy Religion we 
profeſs. For they who really beliew 
tue Chriſtian Religion, and fincerely; 
govern their Lives by the Doctrine 
and Precepts of the Goſpel of the 
Bleſied Jeſus, have all that fubſtantul 
Preparation that qualifies them to par 
take in this Holy Ordinance , and 
ougit to receive at any tune when 
there is an Opportunity, though they 
were not before hand acquainted with 
it. Indeed when they have a for 
of their communicating, tis very ad 
viſable they ſhould trim their Lamps 
examine the State of their Minds, te- 
new their Repentance, exerciſe ther 
Charity, enlarge their Devotions, {pt 
ritualize their Affections; and in or- 
der to this, ſhould retire from Bull. 
neſs and Pleaſure, as far as the Na 
ture of their Circumſtances will ad: 
mit; that by Prayer, Faſting, aud 
Alms-deeds, their Minds may be ral 
fed to reliſh Spiritual Enzoyments 
But ſtill great care mult be taken, 5 
| Wie 
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rhen a Man is habitually prepared, 

te do not impoſe upon himſelf ſo much 
actual preparation as ſhall make him 
loſe an Opportunity of receiving the 
acrament, when he has not lad time 
t go through with that method he has 


IrWreſcribed to himſelt. 

0 pm 1 

e Thirdy, I ſhall endeavour to anſwer 
%%% Objections againſt Frequent C. 


WHUNON, | : 
Object. 1. The h uſual Objection 
Men make, is, That they are unworthy - 
10 receive ＋ Holy Sa E _ 2 
quently if nbey np; dach God's Table , © 
they hall eat end drink Dammation to 
themſelves. 

Anſw. If this Objection is made by 
ſuch who live in a courſe of Wicked- 
neſs, tis certain as long as they refolve - 
to continue ſuch, they are very unfit 
to approach theſe Holy Myſteries; 
while they are at open defiance. with. 
God Almighty, break all his Laws, 
and refuſe all Offers of Reconciliation, 
they onght not to be admitted as 
Gueſts at God's Holy Table; and it 
the Diſcipline of the Church were re- 
ſtored, which. is founded upon the 
C 4 \ Laws. 
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14 The Objection of Vmror hineſ. 
Laws of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, au 
ſufficiently explained to us by' prin; 
tive Practice, ſuch refractory Sinnen 
ſhould be excommunicated, and thrown 
out of the Community of Chriſtians, 
and not be re- admitted till they had 
given publick Teſtimonies of their Sor 
row and Repentance. But all Men 
eaſily ſee the Vanity of this Excuſe, 
becauſe one Fault can never juſtifie 
the commiſſion of another. 
But if this Objection is made by de. 
vout People, to excuſe their not fre- 
quenting the Chjſtian Sacrifice, they 
muſt confider , that this Argument 
uſn'd home, ought to hinder them 
rom ever communicating. For if 
Men take the Word Unworthy in 2 
ſtrict Senſe for ſuch Perſons as no ways 
deſerve thoſe great Benefits that are 
ofter'd and conterr'd in the Holy 5: 
crament, no Man ſhould ever receive 
at all, becauſe no Man deſerves an 
thing at God's Hands, much leſs thoſe 
invaluable Bleſſings purchaſed for us 
by Chriſt's Death; and yet they that 
make the Objection do venture at ſome 
great Solemnities to approach thele 
Holy Myſteries; which makes 1 
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derful how they can reconcile this 
their Notion of Unworthineſs, with 
their Practice of receiving at ſuch Sea- 
ſons; or elſe they muſt have at thoſe 
times a better Opinion of themſelves 
than is conſiſtent with Chriſtian Hu- 
or: mility. But there is a great difference 
en to be made between deſerving a Fa- 
e, your, and between receiving that Fa- 
vour after a worthy and fit manner. 
We may have no Merit to procure us 
ſuch Benefits as may be conferred up- 
on us; and yet if we receive them 
with a great Senſe of Gratitude, ac- 
knowledging the Bounty of the Giver, 
with a great Senſe of our own Deme- 
rit, owning they are r above 
our Deſerts, with care and diligence 
to receive them in the way and man- 
ner preſcribed, and with Reſolutions 
of making the beſt Returns we are ca- 
pable of; we may be truly ſaid to re- 
ceive ſuch Favours after a worthy 
manner, tho' we are never ſo unwor- 
thy of the Benefits themſelves. 
The unworthy eating and drinking , 
condemned by St. Paul in the Corm- 
thians, has been already explained, 
with the Puniſhment anner d to it; 
7% G4 which 


46 The Objetlion of Unworthineſs 
which will certainly, if ſeriouſly cop. 
ſidered, abate thoſe Fears which but 
too often poſſeſs devout Souls; and if 
they are in earneſt, will be able to 
turn their Fears quite on the con 
ſide, and make them apprehenſive of 
provoking God, by neglecting a po 
zive Command of our Saviour 's, by 
him laid upon all Chriſtians. 
It is not to be ſuppoſed, that we 
muſt be perfe and ſtrong grown Chri- 
ſtians before we partake of theſe Di 
vine Myſteries; tis enough we ſincere- 
Ar to be fuch, and if ſo, we ſhall 
ind the frequent uſe of the Holy Com- 
213108 to be the moſt effectual means 
to that purpoſe. We are here in a Vale 
of Tears; where ſhould we feek for 
Comfort, but from the Source of all 
Joy and Satisfaction? We are ſurround- 
ed with a Multitude of Temptations, 
where ſhall we find Strength to reſiſt 
them, but in this Divine Armoury ? 
Me are loaded with many Imperfect: 
ons, and ſometimes, by negligence or 
ſurprize, fall a Prey to the Tempter, 
what ſo proper to waſh away our Stain, 
as that precious ineſtimahle Blood, 
which was ſhed to that very end and 
4411 3 purpoſe? 
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bpawoſe? So that the very Senſe of our 
{ BY ror bineſs, if righily applied, ſnould 
f quicken our Zeal in approaching fre- 
WH quently, that we might become better. 

b Object. 2. Some Object, That the 


requent ufe of the Holy Sacrament ma 
6 gon to abate and diminiſh that Re 
rerence and Reſpett which Men ought to 


have for it. e 

Auſw. This Objection is founded up- 
on the Experience Men have, that their 
Familiarity and intimate converſe with 
Men and Things in this World, 1s apt 
to diminiſn their Value and Reſpect 
for them; not conſidering that it ts 
quite the contrary in Spiritual Things, 
the frequent Uſe whereof is the like- 
left means to encreaſe our Veneration 
and Reſpect towards them. An un- 
interrupted Enjoyment of the good 
things of this World may very well 
leſſen our Eſteem of them, becauſe it 
convinces us they do not adminiſter 
that Happineſs which they promiſe; 
but the more we employ our ſelves in 
Spiritual Exerciſes, we find they pro- 
duce a Satisfaction that riſes above 
what we expected, or worldly Men 
can imagine. The better we know 
C 6 Men, 
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Men, the more we diſcover their Frail 
ties and Imperfections ; at a diſtance v: 
ſee only the Brightneſs of their good 
Qualities, but a cloſer Correſpondence 
acquaints us with their Failings; and 
54 our Familiarity with the beſt 
of Men may be apt to abate that Re 
ſpect we paid them at a diſtance, by 
reaſon of that mixture of Frailty which 
accompanies their greateſt Vertues 
But the oftner we converſe with Gol 
in his Holy Ordinances, the more we 
ſhall admire his divine Perfections, 
and the more we ſhall be diſpoſed to 
conform our ſelves to his likeneſ 
for an Object of infinite Perfection in 
it ſelf, and of infinite Goodneſs to us, 
will always raiſe our Admiration and 
heighten our Reſpect and Eſteem the 
more we contemplate it; it being the 
diſcovery of ſome Imperfection, 
ſome flaw, where we thought there ws 
none, that leſſens our Eſteem and pie 
vokes our Contempt. 

Object 3. Others pretend, That ti 
Cuſtom of frequent Communion diminiſbe 
the Profit and Advantage that is to bf 
reaped from that divine Iuſtitution. 

Anſw. This Objection js founded vp 

In : n 00 
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on the unhappy Temper of moſt Men, 
who are apt to put the greateſt value 
upon things that are rare and uncom- 
mon, and to neglect, or at leaſt to per- 
form Actions of the greateſt Conſe- 
quence after a ſlight and careleſs man- 
ner when they frequenthy occur. But 
if the fear of falling into this weakneſs 
were a ſufficient Reaſon to abſtain from 
frequent Communion, 3t would hold . 
with as much Force againft frequent 
Prayer, which the Precepts of the Goſ- 
pel make neceſſary; and therefore as 
in praying often we at length learn to 
pray well, fo in frequently receiving 
the Holy Sacrament, that Fervour and 
Appetite ſenſibly encreaſes, which is 
ſo neceſſary to make us receive with 
Advantage. If People reap no profit 
from their frequent Communions, the 
Fault muſt be laid upon the Negligence 
of their Lives, and upon the flight 
Care they take in the Examination of 
their Conſciences; and if upon a ſtrict 
inquiry they find any ſecret Sin unre- 
pented of, any habitual neglect of their 
Duty, this great Bar to the influence of 
Grace muſt be removed. And if, af- 
ter that, they ſtill make the ſame 
Complaint 
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Complaint, they muſt conſider what 
they mean by unprofitableneſs; "for 
tis certain, if we bring a right Ten: 
per of Mind, the Body and Blood 
Chriſt in the Sacrament is of great Pro- 
fit, and Advantage to us. If we are 
penitent , it ſeals to us the Pardon of 
our Sins; if we are fmcere; it fortiſiet 
our Reſolutions; if we believe, it 
ſtrengthens our Faith; and if we are 
real and in earneſt, it enflames our 
Charity: but if we think it muſt cure 
us of all thoſe Imperfections which are 
inſeparable from the frailty of our Na- 
ture, we deceive our ſelves. The beſt 
of Chriſtians groan under the Perverſe- 
neſs and Impotence of corrupt Nature. 
Or if we expect always thoſe heaven. 
ty Joys and Raptures which God 1s 
pleaſed ſometimes' to communicate to 

is faithful and devont Servants, we 
are too preſumptuous; God may deny 
us thoſe fore-taſtes of Bliſs to keep us 
humble, and to quicken our Induſtry 
to attain them; and if God does not 
communicate himſelf to ns after that 

way and manner our fhallow reaſon 
thinks moſt deſirable, it does not be- 
come us to lay any blame * 
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divine Ordinance; which 1s certainly 
in it ſelf the moſt efficacious means to 
make us juſt and charitable, piou sand 
devout. And they that owe the ir Ar- 
dours at the Altar to their ſeldom ap- 
proaching the Holy Table, have too 
much Reaſon to conclude they are more 
affected from the rarity and unuſual- 
neſs of the Action, than from the di- 
vine Vertue that flows from it; like 
thoſe that converſe ſeldom with: Men 
of great Quality and Title, the awe 
they feel of their Greatneſs proceeds 
more from their not being uſed to fre- 
quent their Company, than from the 
Opinion of their true Worth and Dag- 
nity. So that theſe People ſeem rather 
to be under the Power of Nature than 
me Influences of Grace. 1 

I am fure Experience will inform 
us, that the devouteſt Ages of the 
Church were thoſe wherein the Practice 
of frequent Communion moſt prevait 
ed. Never was there ſo much Fervour 
and ſtrictneſs of Piety, as when the 
Faithful met daily at the Lord's Ta- 
ble. And in the Accounts we have 
of the greateſt Saints, never any one 
excelled in the Virtues of the Chriſtian 
Life, 
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Life, but what diſtinguiſhed himſelf: 
by frequently nouriſhing: his Soul with 
this Heavenly Bread. * 

. Nay, I dare appeal to thoſe holy 
Souls who live under a ſtrict Senſe cf 
their Duty in this particular, and em- 
brace all Opportunities the Providence 
of God offers them to commemorate 
the dying Love of their bleſſed Say; 
our; whether they do not find them- 
ſelves more determined to be juſt in 
all their Dealings, and readier to re. 
heve the Neceſſities of the Poor; whe 
ther their Affections to the World do 
not loſe Ground, and their Deſires to- 
wards Heaven do not grow more in- 
tenſe and vigorous ; whether their Pal: 
ſions are not more calm, and their Pa- 
Hence and Submiſſion to the Will of 
God more evident and conſpicuous; 
whether they are not ſenſible of leis 
fondneſs for Life, leſs earneſtnels for 
Trifles, leſs defire of Glory, leſs eager 
neſs for Profit, and leſs concern tot 

whatever the World moſt eſteems? 
Ob ject. 4. It is farther objeded, 
That Men of great Buſineſs, either it 
public or private Affairs, may juſtly i 
excuſed from frequent Communion, 
IE callt 
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canſe they have nor leiſure to prepare. 


„ 
Anſw. Any Buſineſs, tho lawful in 


its own Nature, yet if proſecuted to 
fuch a degree as to take Men off from 
the Care of their Souls, ought to be 
laid aſide; becauſe the Salvation of 
cur Souls is of much greater Conſe- 
quence than any Affair that relates 
to this World; and wiſe Men propor- 

tion their Care of a thing according 
to its worth; they do not ſpend their 
time upon Trifles, and negle& what 
may be of the greateſt Conſequence. 
I ſuppoſe they who make this Excuſe 

deſign to be ſaved, and therefore muſt - 
own that their Souls are of greater - 
worth than their Bodies, that 
they muſt _— find a time to 
die, however careleſs and negligent 

they may be in making a due Prepa- 
ration for it. But beſides, the Care 
of our temporal Concerns and our Du- 
ty to God are very conſiſtent. A great 
deal of Buſineſs and the Duties of Re- 
ligion may ftand together, provided 
we govern our Affairs by Chriſtian 
Principles. For tho' ſuch Men have 
not leiſure for ſo much actual Prepa- 
. ration, 
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ration, yet they may have all tha 
habitual Preparation upon which. the 
3 {trefs ought to be laid in this 
atter. Nay, even the conſcientious 
diſcharge of their Buſineſs is an ad- 
mirable qualification for receiving the 
Sactament. A Man is ſerving God 
when he follows his Calling with Di. 
ligence, and obſerves Juſtice and E- 
quity in all his Dealings; when he 
manages the Affairs of the Publick 
with Fidelity and Honeſty, without 
N pole , without Oppreilios, 
wit 


hout facrificing them to bi 
vate Intereſt. And the -greater 
ngers and Temptations he is expe- 
ſed to, the greater need he has i 
God's Grace and Aſſiſtance, which i 
abundantly communicated in this Holy 
Ordmance. When we travel in 4 
frequented by Robbers, we go 
armed, and unite Companies, that we 
may be the better able to defend ou 
ſelves. So that the Man of Buſineſ 
who has any ſerious thoughts of another 
World, ought more eſpecially to lay 
hold on ſuch Opportunities, which may 
ſecure him againſt thoſe Dangers he 
daily converſes with, and which ma 


fortific 
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fortifie bim againſt thoſe watchful Ene- 
mies that lie in wait to deſtroy him. 
For as they who have leiſure ought 
frequently to receive, as the beſt im- 
provement of their Time; ſo they that 
are engaged in many worldly Affairs 
ovght to come often to the Sacrament, 
aud learn how to ſanctifie their Em- 
ployments. | | 

C hject. 5. Others think they ſatis/fie 
their Duty in this Particular, if they 
comply with the Command ng; alter the 
File Church, which en- Cmm. 
joins three times in the © | 
Iear, whereof Eaſter ro be one, and fo. 
think themſelves excuſed from frequent 
Communion. | 

Anſw. Theſe Objections againſt fre- 
quent Communion quite miſtake the 
denſe-of the Church in this Injunction, 
who in her Exhortations excites us to 
frequent Communion , and therefore 
in moſt Pariſhes invites us at leaft 
every Month, and in ſome ag pany 
every Sunday, and every Holy-Day, 
elpecially — Cathedrals, 5 alk 
Prieſts 5 Deacons. are 2 PREG 
enjoined at leaſt to recervs vr: after 
every LENS except. 8 n 
| | they 
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they have a reaſonable Cauſe to the cn. 
trary. All that the fays is, that Chri- 
ſtians ought to communicate a? leaft 
three times in the Year, as if that was 
the minimum quo; that is, the leaf 
that is abſolutely neceſſary to deno- 
minate us Chriſtians; which if we 
neglect, we deſerve to be ſeparated 
from that Body whereof Chrifh 1s the 
Head, and incur the Cenſures of the 
Church, which when rightly diſpen- 
ſed are very terrible. I Wwon'd fain 
know if a Phyſician ſhould tell a Man 
that juſt ſo much is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to maintain Life, if he! 

eat leſs he would not only endanger 
his Health, but run the hazard of ſtar- 
ving himſelf, whether a Man that con- 
fines himſelf to ſuch a Method wou'd 
be thought to be in Love with Life, 
and whether thoſe that have good Ap- 
petites cou'd ſubſiſt under ſuch a Di 
cipline. It is juft the ſame in our ſp: 
ritual Life, fo many times commun 
cating preſerves us from being ſepara- 
ted from the Body of Chriſt, which 1s 
the Life of a Chriſtian; except we are 
Members we cannot in any ordinary 


way partake of the favourable Influen- 
: rs 
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ces of the Head; but this is not enough 
inorder to our well-being, *Tis a ſign 
we are weak and very imperfect Chri- 
ſtians, if we have ſo ſmall an Ap 
tite for this ſpiritual Food, tis a ſign 
we have little Reliſh for the things of 
God. Let us call to mind the Fer- 
vours of the primitive Chriſtians, who 
made the Commemoration of our Sa- 
viour in the Euchariſt a conſtant 

of their publick Worſhip. As the pri- 
mitive Piety decayed, fo the means of 
maintaining it were leſs frequented ; 
and twas the bad Lives of Chriſtians, 
and their total negle& of commu- 
nicating, which made the Church ob- 
lige them to receive at ſome certain 
times under the penalty of Excommu- 
nication. And is it becoming a 

that has any Senſe of the Excellency 
ot this Chriſtian Inſtitution, any va- 
lue for the Privilege of being a Diſ- 
ciple of the crucified Jeſus, any Care 
ot his Salvation, any deſire of bei 
perfect as God is perfect, to excuſe 
hunſelf from a neceſſary Duty by an 
Injunction which was introduced b 
the Indevotion of , negligent Chri- 
ſtians? *Tis not enough that we are 


Chriſtians, 
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Chriſtians, we muſt grow in Grace, 
and the Man of God nuit be mad: 
perfect; of which when we are ona 
vi , we ſhall never negle 
frequent Communion, . becauſe it i; 
the moſt effectual means of attain 
ing it. 


Fourthly, I ſhall in ſhort lay before 
you rhe great Advantages of frequent 
Communion. 1 ; 
Our intimate Converſe with Tem: 
-poral Things, and our Familiarity 
with the Delights and Satisfactions of 
Senſe, is but too apt to take off our 
Minds from ſerious Thoughts, and 
to impair that Vigour and Reſolution 
whicli ought to be employed about 
the one thing neceſſary. Now fre. 
quent Communion keeps à lively Senſe 
MF Religion upon our Minds, and in- 
vigorates them with freſh Strength and 
Power to perform our Duty. It » 
the proper Nouriſhment of our Soul, 
without which we can no more mail 
tain our Spiritual Life, than we can 
our Temporal, without eating and 
drinking. 


& 
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As long as we carry theſe frail and 
Be about us, the World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil, thoſe conſtant 
nemies to our or nels, will 
be mak1 perpetua ts Upon our 
Virtue, ul uſing their beſt Endea- 
vours to corrupt our. Innocence: Now 
frequent Communion is the ſoverer 
Remedy againſt all their Temptations, b 
mortifying our Paſſions, 1 - 
zing our Affections; for how can we 
yield to any ſinful Satisfactions that 
crucified the Lord of Glory, or fix our 
Hearts upon perithing Objects, when 
our God only deſerves, as he requires, 
the whole Man? | 
One of the great Advantages of our 
Chriſtianity conſiſts in being made 
Members of Chriſts Myſtical Body, 
by reaſon of thoſe happy Influences 
we derive from our Pa and our 
Happineſs depends upon not forfeiting 
this Bleſſed Privilege. Now frequent 
Communion preſerves this ſpiritual U- 
vion inviolable, between Chriſt and all 
faithful Chriſtians, by a mutual in- 
tercourſe of Goodneſs and Compaſſion, 
in pardoning our Sins, in ſtrength- 
jung our feeble Virtues, and in com- 
municating 
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municating Heavenly. Joys and Fe 
taſtes of Happineſs; and on our fd. 
by repeated. Acts of Adoration ori 
Ibankfulneſs, of Love and Admin 
tion, of Reſi ws and Submiſſion iffW&vio 
his Holy Will, and of ſincere Profel 
ſions of Conſtancy and Perſeverance ulMain 
. We are convinced by fatal Expt 
rience, that either through Surprize, Move 
the ſtrength of Temptation, we cannot 
always ſtand upright, that we do thoſe 
things we ought not to have done, an 
leave undone the things we ought d t 
have done. Now this Holy Sacrament 
perfects our Repentance, and ratifies and 
confirms to us the Pardon of our Hr in 
repairs thoſe Breaches which our Fo- unf 
lies have made in our Souls, and 2p-Woub 
plies to us in particular that Sati- d it 
faction which our Saviour niade upog 
the Croſs, and conveys to us the he- 
nefits of that All ſufficient Sacrifice, Ment] 
whereby God the Father is render d fa Thi 
vourable and propitious to us, miſera- 
ble Sinners. ä 
In this Vale of Tears, Afflictions and I and 
Calamities are often the Lot of the beſt 
of Men. Now where ſhall we N 
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t under theſe Difficulties, or Srre 
contend with t but from t 
viſion that is adminifird at God's 
ble; from thoſe — which our 
yiour endured for us, and ho ways 
ſerved himſelf ? For we Mrs can com- 
ain of Afflictions in any kind, that 
ſiders what neceſſary Cortectives 
ey are of our Follies, what noble Im- 
ry - our Virtne, and what a 
they oy of our Love and 
rg to the Bleſſed: feſus, when 
m with Patience and bi on; 

d that withal remembers, that his 
ud and Maſter was made perfect 
rough Sufferings? Beſides, from this 
vine Nouriſhment we receive ſuch 
nfortable Impreſſions as make the 
vubles of this Life loſe their Sting, 
lit ſupplies us with ſuch inward De- 
ts, as ſurpaſs all Expreſſion, and 
ich are only felt by thoſe that fre · 
ently make the Experiment. 

This is the moſt proper method to 

Ike our Bodies Temples of the Holy 
oft, and the moſt effectual means to 

and prepare our Souls for the Eter- 

Enjoyment of God. | 


D Fifty, 


about COMMONTCANTS 63 
riſtian eligios, actording cor 1 the 
excellent Abridgment of all thoſe 
hings which are neceſſary to be belie- 
ed and practiſed; in order to the wel- 
Art of our Souls: And farther , the 
hurchrequires, that none be preſented 
o the Biſhop: for Confir- rhe 
nz ion, till they can grvs Catech. 
arbunt F their Faiib; "IE 
f which the Miniſter, who is to pre- 
ent them, is to be the judge; and not 
ven then to be confirmed, unleſs the 
N approves of them, which fuppo 
ome Trial and Examination on 
part. To all 3 adds 
is important a 
ine bo ee oy the ee 
h Communion; until fue ß, 
ine 27 they be confirmed, or be ready 
„ defiroes to be confirmed + The great 
KReaſon whereof is, that ſhe may be 
btisfied, that thoſe who promiſed by 
cheir Sureties in Baptiſm, do renew 
and confirm the Contract then made; 
and that they will evermore endea- 
vour themſelves faithfully to obſerve 
ſuch things as; by their own Confeſſion, 
D 2 they 
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3 have aſſented unto,” And ſtill, 
preſerve the Dignity of the Holy 
crament, her Miniſters are obloeicir 
according to the direction of the u 
cient Canons, as well as our own, t 
it uo notorious Of 
Ln ag. ders, or declared Schiſm 
rich, to che Participation of it. I en 
this method may be more effectual, ul 
that no unqualiſied Perſon may n ys 
a" intrude ; Ser 
gers from other Pariſh 
are not ro he received to the Holy 
munion; and as many as anten to | 
Partakers of it, {hall fenifie their Nut 

to the Curate at dg pirt 


Can. 28. 


| Read the Rn- ” 10 
dick before the time the De hefo: 3 
union. notorious ill Livers mn 


be admoniſh'd of th 

F We and that ſuch as live in Mala buſ 
and Hatred, and are at variance wills 
one another, may be reconciled, a 
give proofs of their Repentance, dan e. 
they preſume to come and offer the 
Gifts. When Warning is given for tl 
Celebration of the Holy Communin 
the whole Congregation is put in mill 
of their Duty by a pathetical Exnort fy 
tion. And if any have ſuch 4 
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their Sins, that they cannot quiet 
err own Conſciences, they are advi- 
d to conſult their Spiritual Guides, 
d to open their Grief, that they may 
ceive ghoſtly Counſel and Advice, 
ith the benefit of Abſolution. And 
en in the beginning of the Commu- 
on-Service, the Prieſt that officiates- 
ys before the Communicants the dan- 
r of unworthy Receiving, and invites 
nly ſuch to approach as have the re- 
itte Qualifications. So that if proves” 
lation, if the ſolemn ratifying our 
ent mal Vow, if Conference with our 
piritual Guides, if a particular Probi- 
tion of notorious Offenders, and the 
arneſt Exhortations of our Paſtors, can 
ecure theſe Holy Myſteries from being 
buſed, it muſt be owned our Church; 
las taken ſufficient care to prevent it. 
et them only conſider, who negle& 
be obſervance of ſuch admirable Rules, 
ow they will be able to anſwer it at 
e Great Day; and how far they are 
ulty of thoſe Profanations, which 
ey might pre vent by a due Diſcharge: 
We! what the Church requires from them, 
oP which they are under ſuch ftrict 
obligations to obſerve ; and how far 
D 3 they 
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Jy pręſs the Duty, than he does pla 


give 8 their wh 
| YL Fell whac n by axe 2 
the pretence of the ſcandalous P Jr 1 
of that kind. 
Upon this Subject 1 cant 
recommending to the — bim 
with great p> nc oa the Advice d 
3 Chryſoftom , which he gives in H 
* Homily on the 26 $a i 
85 1 Goſpel; whoſe Ep 
Character, as well as the great (pinoW'o"+ 
the :Chriſtian World had-of his g 
Parts and eminent Piety, makes b 
very fit to be liſten'd to in this pX 
ticular: For he does hat 8 eagul 


ly aſſert the Au eit of the 8 
tal Power to effect it. Let 9 
ſaith he, no Lover of Money, be pfad. 
at this Tabla: He that is not Chr un 
Diſciple, let him depart from it. Leu ne. 
inbhumane, uo cruel Perſon, 220 uncompaſ 
fon onate Man, or who is impure, come li 
1 ſreak this ro you that admin 

> og as well as to you who partake; 
it is neceſſary I ſpeak theſe things to pu 
' that you may teke great care, and 
your utmoſt diligence to diſtribute abet 
Offerings aright : For you da” 
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#1 be great, if Exowingly 277105 i 4 


neked Perſon to 72 
1 bis Blood ; Paget. at your 


15, — ore if -any Genera], "ahy 
ovincial Governour, or the Empetoit 
bimſelf be not worthy, repel him; for 
* baſt 4 gamer een, or r Authority 
than He. 
I am ſenſible it m be objeRted;; 
hat the ſame Laws that oblige Per- 
ons to receive the Hol Sacrament as 
a Qualification for an „do oblige 
the Clergy to admit them. But chen 


which Curiſt has 
with, of 
Communion; and eic 
it, no humane Laws can oy Hen her 
of. And therefore when the Laws re- 
quire Men to receive this Holy Sacra» 


. 


— to quali fie themſelves for Offices, 
17 always ſuppoſe, that tliey muſt 
qualifie themfelves acce to 


the Holy Laws of the Church, which 
are founded on thoſe of the Goſpel. — 
that it would be a great Injui 

Legiſlators to imagine, that i un wud 
baptiſed or: excommuanieate Perſon, # 
Deiſt, or a notorious Sinner , ſhould 


D 4 happen 


A 


nm ut. 2. be oo: FN | OO _Þ ade. . 


* muſt be conſidered, that the Power Fl 


. N 


68 The manner of eceiving, 
happen. to obtain an Office, that oy 
intended to oblige the Church to a, 
mit Perſons under theſe bad Diſpak. 
tions to be Partakers of the Bleſſed Eu 


" Sixtbly, I ſhall add ſome Direflin 
as to the manner of performing this Dy 
ty of Receiving the Holy Sacrament, 
with ſuitable 5 — on ſuch Occa 
F 
As to the Reverence of our Bodies, 
our outward Behaviour ought to be g 
vern'd by ſuch meaſures as the Churd 
directs. For this Reaſan, a8 well 
becauſe it is the humbleſt poſture, ut 
muſt receive the Holy Sacrament up 
on our Knees; which is moſt. proper, 
when we are at the fame time making 
our Addreſles to the great Majeſty d 
Heaven and Earth. The ancient Chis 
fo 2 the 2 
tech. my- 7 | 0 Feruſa em, Tecelv 
as 5. $18: the Conſecrated Element 
Bread into the Mop of She 15 
Hand, whic being upported by their 
left, was ſo carry d to their Mouths 
that no portion of that Divine Nou. 
riſhment could fall to the Ground. 1 


l 


N 
5 7 oy Tg 2 


2 2.2 2 p22 DbSESSERaHSCPOISSHES=HSSPRODvDUFISOSHS 


* 


with Bodily Ræverence. 69 
am not certain that the Church means 
this, when re _ = ee 
Officers to deliver 1.— ; 
crament: to the People into es 
their hande; but I think the Expreſ- 
fon ſufficiently juſtifies it, and there - 
fore every Communicant may take the 
liberty of making uſe of it. And as 
we are to kneel or ſtand, às the Church 
directs, fo I think it is fit we ſhould. 
not deviate from ſome devout Cuſtoms, 
that are eſtabliſhed by ancient and 
general Practice, which in time come 
to have the force of a Law. It is by 
ſuch Rules that a beautiful Uniformi- 
ty is created in our Deportment, as 
well as in our Petitions. And all our 
different Poſtures ought to be uſed 
with ſuch Gravity Sertouſneſs, as 
may demonſtrate how intent we are 
when engaged in this Chriſtian Sacri- 
ce; and yet without ſuch Affectations 
and Particularities as are apt to di- 
ſturb thoſe that are near us, and give 
oecaſion to others to ſuſpect us, as: 
acting a formal hypocriticaF part. To 
this end, when we put Gar Bodies in- 
to a praying poſture, with which F 
think. leaning and. lolling ſeems very 
„ D 5 neon 


7 
* 


mn 
[ 


inconſiſtent, we ſhould de well when 
upon our Knees to fix our Eyes down- 
wards, chat we may not be' diverted 
by any Objects near us; at the ſame 
timę reſolving, not to ſuffer them to 
gaze about, whereby they do but fetch 
for wandring Thoughts, A 
ther help to this Attention, is great 
Silence; therefore we ſhould never 
Join aloud with the Miniſter but where 
it is enjoined, 1 
reſt aur on by a hearty: Aer. 
The fame care ſhould, be-taben alt 
thoſe private Prayers we make at the 
Altar, which ought to be pronounced 
fo ſoftly, that may not- diſturb 
the devotion of aur Fellow-Chriſtians 
that are near us. We muſt particu- 
larly remember, not to repeat after 
the Miniſter what peculiarly relates 
to his Office; which I mention the 
rather becauſe I have frequently obſer: 
ved {ome devout People following him 
that officiates, in the Exborearion and 
Abſolution, as well as the Confeſſion; 
- which if throughly conſidered, mult 
be judged a very abſurd and mpg 
Fxpreiſion of the Peoples Devotion, 
Foro 2 diflinguiſhing mark of the Bf, 


with Reveremee of Md. 71 
As to the Reverence of our Minds, it 
eaght to confiſt in ſuch Tnoenſeneſe 


and Application of ae as may en- 
gage 25 Hearts as well as our Lips 
in this ſolemn Service; with ſuch Fer- 
wncy of Afection, and fuch a Meaſure 

of Importunity, as rey THe Jo de- 
ſirous we are of the Mercy * 
and how highly we value and eſteem: 
what we aſk for. To this end we ought 

with great Attention to accompany the 

Man of God that adminiſters, through- 

out the whole Office, which is admura- 
bly framed and compoſed to expreſs all 
thoſe pious Diſpoſitions and devout Af- 
fections, which well-prepared Minds 
ought to exerciſe upon ſuch Occaſions. 

Our Repentance in the Confeſfion and 
Abſolution ; our Charity in relieving; 

our poor Brethren by a liberal Offer- 

ng, in praying for all Conditions of 
Men, and in forgiving thoſe that have 
offended us; our Humility in acknow- 
ledging our own unworthineſs ; our 
Reſ1lutions of better Obedience in pre- 
ſenting our ſelves reaſonable, holy and 
lively Sacrifices unto God; our Praiſes 

and Thankſorvings in the Hymns and 
Devotions after the Holy Commu- 
D666 —. 


$ * The manner of receiving, &c. 
7 And when others are comny. 
we may enlar be. our. ſelyg 
& alba taking 
Ap nh Devotions give 
re th to yrs that are publick, and 
that 17 aſide ll on Prayers 

when t er on us 

with him. * 


. 


DEN 


DEVOTIONS 
FOR THE 


[ALTAR. 


HEN the Sermon is ended, 

/ / we ſhould endeavour as ſoon 
as we can to compoſe our 

ſelves for the devout Celebration of the 
Chrrſtian Sacrifice; and while the Mi- 
niſter is preparing himſelf to. attend 
the Holy Table before the Communion 
Offce begins, that time may be well 
AN in imploring God's Grace to 
aliſt us in the right Diſcharge of that 


form. 
* 


4 PRAYER 


* K 


Holy Service we are about to per- 


74 reren 


A PRAYER to prepare our Mind 


for the devout Celebration Ct) 
; the _ My PD forf 


Laier 
| — 10d 1 whoſe yu 
I have now an Opportunity offered 


me of approaching thy 3 and of 

pleading before thee the prevailine 
Merits of the Death and Paſſion of 
thy Son Jeſus Chriſt : I am ſer- 
fible, O Lord, of my great Unwor: 
thineſs to partake 0 this Chriſtian 


Sacrifice; = the poſitive Command i | 

of my Bleſſed . when he was m 
— to lay down his Life for mn 

fake, has made it abſolutely neceſſ· WF b 
ry; and the many ſpiritual Wants 1 ben 

labour under, oblige me to apply MW bat 

to this ſovereign Remedy to a dm 

thoſe Breaches my ſinful Fo row 

have made in my Soul. _ 

ons me — O Lordzwit pert 


thy 


111 * — — ed _——— 


krfect Oblation, and Satisfaction 
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thy Holy Spirit in the and 
abs Tar about to 1 
that nothing, during all the time of 
this Holy Action, may make me 
forfeit that Reverence and Reſpect 
which I owe unto thy Divine Ma- 
ſeſty, or that Attention which be- 
wmes the Celebration of theſe Holy 
Myſteries. Touch me with ſuch an 
zwe of thy Preſence as may fix my 
wandring Thoughts, compoſe my 
tumultuous Affect ions, ſtir up my 
flat and cold Deſires, that I may feel 
the Power, and taſte the Sweetneſs 
of this Divine Banquet. 34 561 
That J may have ſuch a Senfe of 
my Saviours Sufferings as may fill 
my Soul with Love and Gratitude 
towards him for thoſe ineftimable 
benefits he has -purchaſed for me; 
that I may have ſuch a fight of my 
dns which occaſioned all his Sor- 
rows, as heartily to bewail and de- 
teſt them. Such a Faith in that full 


® # 


made 


Hh my holy purpoſes; I will never con- 
ſent to them ; my fincere Deſign | 
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made upon the Croſs for the Sins d 
the World, that I may ſo importu- hu 
mately plead the Merit of it in tho e 
Commemoration of that 'Sacrifice, Ml /*! 
as to render thee gracious and pro- 
pitious to me a miſerable Sinner. 
Such a Conviction of my own Weak-MW ben 
neſs and Inſuffieiency, as may pro- U. 
cure thy gracious Aid and Aſſiſtance. 0 
Such longing Deſires of being made up- 


conformable to thy holy Will and 
Pleaſure, as may transform me into 
_ thy Divine Image, and fix me to fac 
continue thy faithful Servant alli 2 
the remaining Days of my Life. 

 T profeſs, O Lord, a firm and 
vigorous Reſolution tb reſiſt all im. 
pertinent Thoughts or wicked: Sug: 
geſtions that may any ways oppoſe 


to offer thee a Sacrifice of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving ; to love and adore 
thee as the God of my Life, as my 
Portion which I have. choſe {ou 


— — — — HY 2 
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Land of the Living g. and which - | 
humbly beg may be my Happin 

to all Eternity, thro” the N of 
ſelus Chriſt my Saviour. Amen. 


The Communion . — 
ſome Sentences collected out of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures proper. for the Occaſion;ʒ 
waich do with great energy enforce the 
Duty of Charity, which we are called 
upon to exerciſe at this time. The 
Oblations of the Primitive Chriſtiam 
were upon ſuch Occaſions oſſered in 
ſuch great . er —— — Clark. 
2 were thereby 
2nd all Neceſſaries pro br iris Divine 
Adminiſtrations, as Tel as for the Re: 
lief of the Poor; but now that a ſtated 
Maintenance is ſettled upon thoſe that 
wait at ar A , theſe — | 
xe particularly applied to 
of the aces. p not but — 
Diſtribution belongs to the Miniſter, 
who may ſhare in it himſelf if his Wants 
require it. The Apoſtle adviſes, that 
theſe Collections be — 1 Coe. 16. 1. 
every Lord's- Day, and 
trom has Authorit the Church invites 
| us 


F F 
N 
rats 


N 


on the Lord s- Duy. e ngen 
Till then We ſhould be more liberal 
in the Performance of dur Alms-lteds 


at the Altar, to which the fallowing 
— =O — 
D n l Ano 

_ ceptuble 26 God, and how'profitible 
r y 
repreſe to ust great m, as well 

as Danger of omitting it. They farther 
inftract us in the Objects that are w be 
ſupported by our Oblations, Which are 
me Clergy, and all the Poor, eſpecial 
iy Chriſtians ; in the meaſures of it, L. 
berality and Chearfulneſs ; and lay 
own the End we ought to propoſe to 
pur ſelves, which is the Glory of God. 
All theſe Sentences are read by the Mi- 
niſter during the Collection, with ſuch 
2 pauſe generally between each * 
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that the Communicants have leiſure to 
make a hort Meditation upon each of 
them, of which I ſhall give an Exam- 
ple for the Affiſtanee of thoſe that want 


, 


[ 


boch Helps. 


„ 

: 7 N 14 2 may "4 pour: | 
works, and glorifie your Faber which 

Is m Heaven, Mar. 3. 16. SES © ff, N 

Grant, OOGod, that I may fat that 

e. 

that it 


Example af Charity to 
my redound to thy Honour. und 
Pore to oo amy REAR MCI 
ower to do anything that is good, 
and that by fink viſible dfetts. of 
thy Grace my. Neighbour may be 
attracted to know and 2 _ fl 
2, nor 1p for | In- 
ſure => sl. 2 the moth 
md ruſt doth corrupt, and where 
bieves break thro and fleal; bat lay 
w for your ſelves Treaſures in Hea- 
ten, where neither muſt nor moth auth 
corrupt, and where gbieves - "> 
4 


— 
a. 
wh; 
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break through and ſteal, St. Mut. 6, 
R 
_ I renounce, O Lord, all inordi- 
nate Affections to the things of this 
World, which are fading in their 
Nature, and liable to innumerable 
Accidents. I will fix my Mind up- 

on the Enjoyments of thy Kingdom, 
which are everlaſting, and prepare 

my ſelf for them by doing good to 
the Souls and Bodies of Men. 
3. Whatſoever. ye would that men 
ſhould do unto you, even' ſo do unto 
them, for this is the Lam and the 
Prophets, St. Mat. 7. 1. 

Let this golden Rule, O Lord, 

ern all my Actions; let me re- 
lieve the Neceſſities of my Fellow- 
Chriſtians, becauſe I ſhould expect 
Support if I were in their Circum- 
ſtances : This is moreover the beſt 
Expreſſion of my Love to him, 
wherein thou haſt made ſo great a 
part of Religion to conſiſt. . © 


4 


tze ALTAR 8 
Not every one that ſaith unto 
8 Lord, ſhall enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but he that doth 
the Will of ny Father which is in 
Heaven, St. Mat. 7. 114. 


We are happy npon any terms, 


O Bleſſed Jeſus, to be admitted into 
thy Kingdom; the belief of thy ho- 
ly Doctrine ſhall appear in my Life 
and Converſation, and I will uſe all 
the means of Grace thou haſt efta- 
bliſhed, in order to purifie my cor- 
rupt Nature, and to enable me to do 
the W1ll of thy heavenly Father. 

5. Zaccheus ſtood forth, and ſaid 
unto the Lord, Behold, Lord, the half 
ol my goods I give to the poor, and 
if I have done any wrong to any man, 
[reſtore fourfold, St. Luke 19. 8. 

lam reſolved, O Lord, to perfe& 
my Repentance, by reſtoring to the 
right Owner whatever I unjuſtly 
poſſeſs, by making ſatisfaction to 
thoſe I have any ways wronged, 
and by ſhewing mercy to the Poor, 

| which 


92 Drvorioxs fer 
which will entitle me to thy m 
= en when I ſtand 8. e 


Ir; 46k 
6. Who goeth to warfare at 
time at bis = charge? who os 
eth a V ncpard, and eateth not of the 

fruit thereof ? who fredłtb 2 
and eateth not of the milk of the 
Aar 
May thy Officers, O Lord, in their 
ſptritual Warfare, be always fupport- 
ed, may the Huſbandmen of thy 
Vineyard be plentifully rewarded, 
and may the Paſtors of thy Flock 
recetve abundant recompence for all 

their Care and Pains. 
| 7- | Ap have ſown unto you ſpiri- 

t 


4, is it a great matter if 


we reap your: worldly. things * 
c 
Grant that I may always reve 
rence thy Prieſts, becauſe they have 
a peculiar relation to thee ;; that! 
may ſincerely love them, and cheer- 
fully provide for their 3 
> | 


moſtin nee 


% 
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becauſe of thoſe great benefits, L re · 
ceive from their Winne 


3 5. 
Sacrifice, and then tube ig at the 
Altar, are partakers wh the Altar 5 
wen: ſo bath. the Lard ordaiusd, that 
they bo preach the Goſpel ſbonld.liva 
of the Goſpel, 1 Cor. 9.13, LA. l 
Under r 
didſt particularly, O Lord, provi 
for thy Holy Ones. Under the G — 
{ * ſt declared Thy; Labow- 
tert worthy by of their Hire. Let me re- 
ligiouſly obſerve what thou haſt or- 
dained, that I may never depri ve 
them of their jult Rights by any 
dacrilegious Eneroachments, ha be 
ready — to contribute ta their 
comfortable Subſiſten e. 
9. He that ſoweth little, ſhall reap. 
inks and he that | ſoweth Se, 
Gl rea N Let every 
ds 9 as he is di hoſed: in his 
Heart, not gr udgingly, ar of _— 
93 


* 5 


gels for this gr 
Ire to be an to the Inſtru- 
ents of this thy Favour,” that their 
ves may be made eafie and com- 
table, whom thou haſt ordained 
br Men | m things pertaining to A. 
218 

II, While wwe have time, let us 4 
md 1nto all men, eſpecia ally 1 7 
bem who are 4 the Honſbold 
mth, Gal. 6. 1 

Mike me, O Lord, ready to em- 
ace all occaſions of doing 
| Men, becauſe they are thy Crea 
res ʒ but let the Members: of he 
me Body, „all neceſſitous Chriſtians 
micularly;harein my Beneficences 
r they are the peculiar Objects of 
ly Mercy and Tenderneſs. 


Mon be content 11th that he bath ʒ 


lm. 6. 6, 7. 


Lot 


Vur nn e confifts | 


* 
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t Eleffing, ſo I de-. 


to 


12. Godlineſs 1 great Riches; if : 


we brought nor hing into the Srl 
Uber may Wwe curry: a Ding out 2 


>». 


% 
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but in (1; 


not; in our abunda t 
diſcharge. 1 2 od Conle Conſcience i F 
wards G Man, and! In ſub 7 
| miſſion to thy holy Will. 7 Let! tha 4 


be my care ahi wil laſt for eve 
and not the periſhing things of thi 
Life, which Death wil bertainh 
ſtrip me of,; >. OY 

13. Charge them wha. are. FAY 
this world, that they be ready 
give, and glad to diſtributeʒ lajin 
an in ſtore. for e 4 100 
foundation againſt. the time to cn 
That tbey may attain eternal Life 
2 Tim. 6. 17, 18, 19. 

O * en as I enjoy largeeffe 6 
of thy Bounty, ſo grant that I ma 
rejoice the heart of my poot Neg! 
— by a plen tiful diſtribution 
this will make my Wealth a tru 
Bleſſing in this World, and throug 
thy infinite Mercy ſecure the Ha 
| pineſs f the next, 0 32 TE 

14. God is not unt 77 5 f 
be a \ forget.) year, cor 
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that proceedeth f Love, aiich Love 
you bave ſhewed for his Name's ſake, 
who have miniſtred unto the Saints, 
and el do miniſter, Heb. 6. 10. 

There is no Merit in our beſt 
Works, O Lord, but we hope for a 
Reward from thy Goodneſs. which 
hath promiſed, and from thy Truth 
which will perform it. Ln but 
Love animate our Offerings, and 
we are aſſured thou wilt | caſt; a; fa- 
vourable Eye towards them. 

15. To do good, and to diſtribute, 
forget not, for with ſuch Sacrifices 
God is well pleaſed, Heb. 13. 16. 

Do] know Sacrifices, O my God, 
that will pleaſe thee, and ſnall I not 
offer them 2 Oh how happy doſt 
thou make thy poor Creatures, in 
putting it into their power to do 
any thing that is acceptable to thee ! 
Iwill readily catch at eyery Oppor- 
tunity of doing good to the, Souls 
and Bodies of Men, for therein is 
thy delight. | e 

E 2 16. Whoſe 


! 
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46. Whoſo baththis world's gon 
Wy ſeeth his Brother have . * 
ſbutteth up his Bowels from'bim, lun 
| dwelleth the Love of God in 1 g 
1 St. John 3. 17. 80 
In vain I pretend to love the, 
O my God, if my neceſſitous Bw. 
ther finds not the effects of it, TH 
Providence has made him theObjet 1 
of my Charity, and thou haſt thereby 
. «conſulted my greater good, in gi. 
ving me thereby an occaſion to teſk- 
He the truth of my Love toward 
thee. 
17. Give Aims of thy Goods, and 
never turn thy Face from any pur 
Man, and Fd t bf of the Lind 
ſhall not be turned from ater T6 
BW 4. 7. | 
I am undone, ©) Log: except 
thou lookeſt upon me with an Eye 
of Mercy; therefore I will regard 
the Cry of the Poor, - becauſe the 
Merciful thall obtain 15 5 


158. By 
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18. Be merciful after thy power; 
if thou haſt much, give plenteouſly 5+ 
if thou haſt little, do thy diligence 
gladly to give of that little; for ſo 

ratbereſt thou a — reward in the 
day of neceſſity, Tob. 4. 8, 9. 
'Tis fit, O Lord, that thou who 
gireſt me all, ſnould'ſt be acknow- 
|[:doed with a proportionable ſhare ; 
and yet ſo great 1s thy Goodneſs, that 
thou rewardeſt the ſmall returns 
we are able to make with comfort 
and ſupport in the day of- neceſlity,- - 
and in the hour of death. 
19. He that hath pity on the poor, 
endeth to the Lord; and look what 
be layeth out, it ſball be paid him 
gain, Prov. 19. 17. | 
What haſt thou not done, O Lord, 
to provoke me to good works; thou 


condeſcendeſt to be a Debtor to thine - 


own Creatures, and I ſhould be juſt- 
ly counted worſe than a Brute, could 
| refuſe to lend upon ſuch advan- 
tageous terms. | ? 


E 3 | 20. Bleſſed 
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20. Bleſſed is the Man tibat p. 
vicleth for the Sick and Netay, the 
Lord fall deliver him in the time of 
Trouble, Pſal. 41. J. 
Tis thy Bleſſing, O Lord, alone Mi 
that can make us happy; let me ne- 
ver be ſo much wanting to my ſelf, 
as to neglect thoſe means thou haſt 
preſcribed in order to attain it. 


While the Miniſter reads theſe Ex 
hortations to Charity, the Communi- 
cants make their Offerings, -which 
ought to be done with a ſhort Prayer 
tor God's Acceptance. I ny 
4 PRAYER when we offer ow 
A... 


q - 


' Acknowledge, O Lord, that all 
1 I poſſeſs is the effect of thy Boun- 
ty; it is from thee I have received 
it, and to thy Holy Name be the 
Glory. Accept of this Free-will 
Offering of my Hands, as a Teſt: 

333 : mony 
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wony of thy Right to all L enjoy, 
and ! an Exerciſe of that Toe g 
Charity to my neceſſitous Brethren, 
which thou requireſt, and art plea- 
{ed to take as done to thy ſelf. O 
wy God, I am reſolved to prefer:my 
Duty before any temporal Satisfa- 
tion, becauſe thy Favonr is better 
than Life; I will dedicate a | 
of thoſe good things thou haſt be- 
ſtowed upon me to relieve the Poor, 
becauſe thou haſt. made it an Evi- 
dence of my Love to thee. And grant 
that all my Alms-deeds may be per- 
form d with ſuch Purity and Inten- 
hon of Mind, and with ſuch a Pro- 
portion to what thou haſt given me, 
that they may be acceptable in thy 
ght, thro the Mernsof Jeſus Chriſt 
my Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


When the Offertory 18 finiſned, the 
Irieft deſires God to accept of our Alms, 
and of thoſe Oblations of Bread "and: 
Wine which he is now about to conſe- 
Tate, whereby they may become to us 


4 g Pre * . 
* % : 
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the Body and Blood of Chriſt; in which 
we are to join with the greater Fer. 
vour, becauſe we are fo Particular 

concerned i in the Acceptance of the 155 
ty Gifts. And at this time it is that ve 
exerciſe another fort of Charity byoffer 
ing up our Interceſſions for the Church 
Militant, for all Eſtates and Conditions 
of Men, that God would be pleaſed to 
hear us for them, by yertue = the da. 
cri ſice of his Son which we are about to 
commemorate. And we now thank 
God for all his Servants depatted this 
Life in his Faith and Fear beeanlei it is 
by virtue of the ſame Sacrifice they will 
obtain their perfect — and 
Bliſs. How conformable this is to the 
Practice of the Ancient Church, is well 
known to thoſe who are Killed i in Ec 

cleftaſtical Hiſtory. - 

While the Przeft Uns the Exbortatin 
and the Iubit tin, we thould fan 
with great Reverence, amd attend to 
| thoſe Advantages which he declares to 
be the Portion of worthy Commun⸗ 
cants, and comfort our ſelves with our 
pious Reſolutions againſt the Dangers 
thoſe incur that receive unworthuly, 


and at the ſame time look inward upon 
our 
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our ſelves to ſee how far we come up o 


the Qualifications of thoſe that are in- 
vited to draw nigh, and to receive with 
Comfort. ü ve ray 
We muſt make our Confeſion, which 
follows next, in the humbleſt Poſture 
of kneeling, repeating the Words after 
the Miniſter with great Soxrow of Heart 
for the many heinous Offences we have 
been guilty of, and muſt be ſure that 
the inward Senſe of our Minds anſwer - 
the Propriety of thoſe Expreſſions which 
the Church puts into our Mouths, that 
while we draw near unto God with our - 
Lips our Hearts may not be far from 


m, l 

When the Abſolution is pronounced, 
we muſt keep our ſelves in great Si- 
lence; and in an humble Poſture, while 
we are receiving ſo great a Being 
For here we muſt not repeat the Words 
ater the Miniſter, becauſe it is a pe- 
culiar part of the Prieſthy Office to ab- 
lolve. It 8j in ſome Places the Cuſtom 
to pronounce an Auen in 2 low tone 
after every Sentence of the Abſolntj.. 
n, however We muſt be ſure at the 
end of it to offer up an hearty Amen, 
that God would be pleafed to confirm 
| E 5 in 
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in Heaven what he has given his Mi- 
niſters Authority” to pronounce | on 


* Earth. 


After the Abſolution the Church * 
provided us with ſome choice Portions 
of Scripture to beget in us a lively 
Faith and firm Perſuaſion of God's Mer- 
cy and Forgiveneſs towards penitent 
Sinners, to the end that their Hopes may 
be revived. and that the Comfort of 
the Ablolution may be confirmed to 
them. 

wi They are generally vid Wild 6 
great à Panſe between them, that the 
Communicants may have leiſre to 
make ſome ſhort Reflections upon them, 
which may be done in the following 
manner. | | 

{4 


72 unto me all. that travel A* g 
are heavy laden, and I will refreſh 
St. Mat. 11..28.. 

In Obedience to thy Call, O Ble. 
ſed Jeſus, I approach unto thee? I 
muſt confeſs. the Senſe of my many 
and great F ollies oppreſs me and co- 
vez: me with. Confuſion 5 but thy 
fit Pardon: 


rr 0 95 


Pardon and For; iv 8 reſtore. 
Joy and Gladneſs to my Soul. 
So God loved the World, that he 
a bis only 1 Son, "that all 
that believe in Eim ſhould. 1 periſh 
but have everlaſting Life fe, t. John 

bn. - . 
F No greater Evidence of thy Love, 
OLocd, can be defired than the Sa- 
crifice of thy Son; Ol qualitte my 
Soul to receive the Bepefit of it 4 
i firm and immoveable F aith in the 
Merit of his Death, that I may 
eſcape thoſe Puniſhments my Sins 
deſerve, and obtain that Salvation 
thou haſt graciouſly: promiſed. 

This is a true Saying, and worthy: 
of all Men to he received, that Chriſt 
feſus came into the N. orld 0 ſave” 
dinners, 1 Tim. 1. 15. 

A molt bleſſed and joy ful Trutli, 
which Iwill firmly wins becauſe: 
revealed from above. Thou, O 
Bleſſed Jeſus, wert made manifeſt to 
deſtroy the Works of = Devil, and 

6 to 
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do releaſe me from the Puniſhment 
due to my Sins; let my true Re- 
pentance make me a fit Object of 
thy Mercy, and then, even my Sins 
ſhall not deprive me of the Hopes 
Linn 5-4 
F any Man ſin we have an Ad. 
vocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt 
the Righteous, and he is the Propiti- 
ation for our Sins, 1 St. John 2,1. 
Bleſſed God! who haſt not left 
us without a Remedy, when our 
fpiritual Enemies prevail againſt us; 
I will not deſpair of thy Mercy, 
ſince the immaculate Jelvs. inter- 
cedes for me, let the Merit of his 
Sufterings plead for the Acceptance 
of my penitential Sorrow, and con- 
vey to me Strength and Power to 
ferve thee better for the time to 
come. 


We have been hitherto employed in 

hearing our Duty, exerciſing our Cha- 

rity, profeſſing our Repentance, and 

ſtrengthning our Faith in the an 
ne 
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neſs of God. We are now called upon 
to praiſe him, and to Aft up our Hearts 
to bow; which made ſo conſtant a part 
of this ſolemn Service, that all the an- 
cient Liturgies agree in this Form, 
which our Church retains. And in- 
deed when our Conſciences are eaſed 
by Repentance, and quieted by Pardon, 
we have great reaſon joyfully to ac- 
knowledge the Bounty of our Bene- 
factor. And this Exbortation had not 
only a reſpect to the Duty of Praiſe, 
but ſeems to require the diſmiſſing of 
all worldly Thoughts, that we may 
the better fix our Minds upon the Ho- 
ly Myſteries. It is the Chriſtians Hoc 
age, that calls them to attend with 
great Seriouſneſs and Devotion upon 
the ſolemn Service they are engaged 
in; and therefore we mult take care, 
when we declare with our Lips, that 
we lift up our Hearts t9 tbe Lord, that 
we be ſincere in our Profeſſion. Then 
follows the Addreſs, which conſiſts in 
_ mm acknowledgment of our own unwor- 
thineſs to approach God's. Table, and 
in mploring his Divine Alliſtance. At- 
ter this comes the Prayer of Conſacra- 
tion, the moſt | ancient and eſlential 


part 


— 2 —.—— — whatnot — 
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part of this Enchariftical'Worſhip" b be- 
caufe it is by the Prayer and Awe: 
rity of God's lawful Miniſter, that the 
Ofrings of Bread and Wine become to 
us Symbols of the Body and Bhod. of 
Chriſt. We ought now with great De. 
votion to join in thoſe Petſtions the 
Prieſt offers up, to the end that the 
Elements of Bread and Wine may be 


invigorated with the Divine Virtue of 


Chriſt's Body and Blood. We ſhonld 
attend to the Actions of breaking the 


Bread, and pouring out the Wine, with- 


proper Meditations; and when the 
| r is finiſhed, it will be ve. 


fit to expreſs our Admiration and 
hankfulneſs for the 58 Nouriſh- 


1 805 Pee for us. 


A Pa AE R vedic fin 
Conſecration. * N 


Repreſentation we Keri be- 


fore thee of that Al Lſufficient Sa- 
crifice which: thy Son our Saviour 
Fxſus Chriſt made upon the 1 


RVC ee xa. is. . 8 


. Ad O Eternal God, of that 


as ata 


er 
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Let the Merit of it plead effequal-- 
ly for the Pardon and Forgiveneſs: 
of all my Sins, and render thee fa- 
vourable and propitious to me, # 
miſerable Sinner; Let the Power 
of it prevail apainſt all the Powers 
of Darkneſs ; Let the Wiſdom of 
it make me wile unto Salvation, and 


let the Peace of it reconcile me to 


thee, and bring to me Peace of Con- 
ſcience. 

[ adore thee, OBleſſedJefus, my 
Redeemer, who didſt endure the pain- 
ful and ſhameful Death of the Croſs, 
to recover me from a ſtate of Sin 
and Miſery; I admire thine infinite 
(ondeſcenſion, who wert pleaſed to: 
de made miſerable, that I might be 
made happy; poor, that I might be 
enriched; and didſt die, that I might: 
lire for ever. With all my Soul, O 


dear Jeſus, I love and — thee for 
theſe ſtupendious Expreſſions of thy: 
Bounty and Goodneſs towards me-z. 
0 Lamb of. God, that takeſt 0 
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the Sins of the World, have Meixy 
upon me; O Lamb of God, = 
_ takeſt away the Sins of tlie World, 
rant me thy Peace. bun ma 
eſus, Amen. | e 


. * 
7 b » 3 
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= 


4 p RAYER before Koons 
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Cl inf jlin of Confelſion, and et 


ardin. I 


enn 


J. 
Imi ghty and Everlaſting God, 
| I defire to humble my fol be- 
fare thee, under the Senſe of thoſe 
many and heinous Sins whuch Lhaye 
been guilty of againſt; thy Divine 
Majeſty, in Thought, Word, and 
Deed. 
I I confefs with Sorrow and Con- 
fafion of Face, that I have too of- 
ten neglected the Duties of Reli- 


gion, which is the great and impor- 


tant 


z 


= * 


* — 
l 7 
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nt Conceruof Life; and when 

[ have performed them, I have nor 
exerciſed that Fervour of Spirit, that 
Intenſeneſs of Mind, which ſuck 


holy Services require from me! 
have not been ſufficientlychanks: a 


fal for the continued effects o E '- * 


Goodneſs and Bounty towards me 


neither have I received the afflicting 
Dilpenſations of thy Providenee with 
that Patience and Submiſſion which 


is due to that infinite Wiſdom from - 
whence they procee .. 

[ have not preſerved ſuch a Senſe _ 
of my F Frm and Infirmities, 2 
ought to have inſpired a mean and 
low Opinion of my ſelf, and to have 
made me ready to- condeſcend to the 
loweſt Offices for the Service.of my 
fellow Chriſtians. 

[ have not ſet a — 17 * Guard 
mon my Senſes, ſo that my Eyes 
rd Ears have been inſtrumental in 
deflluung and polluting my Soul z. 

and even the Comforts and Conve- 


niences 


1 9 
8 * * 
98 
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niences of Life Have been made x 
Snare, by indulging Pleaſure more 
than that End and Deſign for which 

Wh were beſtowed. ſt 
have had a greater” regard to 
the Faſhion and Custom of the 
World than to that Sincer! which 
Chou requireſt in all "or nver- 
| 1 have too oſten innpuiteed the 
Car and Reputation of my Neigh- 
bour, by diſcovering his Faults and 
Infirmities, and have too eaſily li- 
ſten d to thoſe Slanders againſt Him 
which bad Men have ſuggeſted. 

I have not embraced all thoſe Oc- 

exfions thou haſt offered me of do- 
ing good to the Souls and Bodies of 
my fellow Chriſtians, neither have I 
diſcharged with due Care thoſe re- 
| tive Offices in the ſtation wherein 
thy Providence has placed me. 

in en | 
I am aſtoniſhed, O Lord, at my 


woliln Raſhneſs, when I effect * 
that 
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that Dread Majeſty which 1. haue 
provoked 2 :- 0 

[ deteſt and abhor my Togratitude, 
when I conſider the infinite Kind- 
neſs of that bountiful Father urn | 
| have offended 5 ' 

I condemn and accuſe my unac- 
countable Stupidity, when I re- 
collect that miſerable Slavery and 
Bondage which I have preferred be- 
fore the perfect F enen of my Ser- 
vice. | 

I abhor my ſelf in Paſt and 
Aſlies; and if thou, O Lord, hadſt 
tealt with me according to my de- 
ſerving, inſtead of approaching thy 
Altar with hopes of Acceptance, I 
might have been ſpending a ſad E- 
ternity, under remedileſs Pains and 
Miſery. | 

But there is Forgiveneſs with 
thee, that thou way ſt be feared 5; 
and thou haſt declared thy Mercy 
above all thy Works, 

'The m Sacrifice of thy 
Son, 
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Son, which thou haſt provided for 
us, ſufficiently aſſures me of thy 
readineſs to admit me to terms of 
Peace and Reconciliation. 
Oh let thy infinite Mercy and: 
Compaſſion receive me in the Qua- 
lity of a penitent Supplicant, whom 
thy great Patience has bern-with as: 
a Sinner. Fr. Boll 
I am heartily ſorry J have offen- 
ded thee; I deteſt my Sins, becauſe 
they are diſpleaſing to thee, who 
 art-infinite Goodneſs, - 
Jam reſolved, by the Aſſiſtance 
of thy Grace, to return no more to 
Folly, to avoid all occaſions of Evil, 
and to live better for the time to 
come. Aal e 
I intreat thee therefore, by the 
Merits of thy Son's Blood, the Price 
of my Redemption; that thou wouldſt 


be pleaſed to releaſe me from the 

Guilt of all my, Sins: ; 
Let that immaculate and pure Sa- 

crifice, which he offered upon the 


Croſs, 
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Croſs, and which by thy good Pro- 
vidence I now commemorate, be 
effectual for my Pardon and For- 
giveneſfs. mn as een an 
know my many and great Sins 
are juſt matter of Fear and Dejection 
of Spirit, but I will hope in thy 
Mercies, which are boundleſs and 
The Senſe of my own unworthi- 
neſs would fink me 1nto Deſpair, did 
Inot reflect upon thine infinite Good- 
neſs, and that precious Bloed'which 
was ſhed to purchaſe Redemption 
for me. Aae 
III. 1 


Thus ſupported, O Lord, I ap- 
proach this Chriſtian Sacriee; 

I come as a ſick Man to the great 
Phyſician of Life, I beſeech thee, O 
Lord, to cure my Infirmities 3 
I come as a polluted Wretch to 
the Fountain of Mercy, waſh away, 
[ 2 thee, all my Unclean- 
1 N e 


I come } 


* 
* v * 7 : Sa u * 
1 e * ” 
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I com& as a returning og pro 


Child to Nis tender and 
nate F ather, O receive me, and re- 
lieve me, and revive me W thy Fa- 
er 

I come as a blind Nan to the 
| Source of eternal Brightneſs, do 
thou, O Lord, enlighten my Dark- 
neſs, that I may behold the won⸗ 
drous things of thy Law. | 
I come as a poor frail Creature to 
the great Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
fupyly my Wants, and do abundant- 
ly more for me than I am able to aſk 
or think. 
Let me not only receive the out- 


Wand and viſible Signs, but the in- 


ward,and ſpiritual Grace, go 
and Blbod of thy SonJeſus Chriſt; 
That ſo all carnal Affections may 
die in me, and that all things belon- 
ging to the Spirit may live 2 grow 

m me z 
That I may have Power and 
Strength to have Victory, and 1 
triumph 


: 
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triumph againſt the Worlds the 1 
Fleſh, and the, Devil: : 
And alſo, Ju: be. ied with all 
ſuch heavenly Virtues, which»are » |} 
pleaſing to thee, and, which, than 
wilt eternally reward, for the Merit 
of thy Sons Death, to whom . 3 
the Father and the Holy.Ghoſtz be 
all 1555 and Glory, World with⸗- 
out end. 0 bu tf 271! _— 7 3 


a 
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Cn of Petitions for the fer 
K. a ann _ ; 


* 5 
(OST mo and gra 
God, who of thy great — — 
neſs aide vive thy Son —— Chriſt 
to. take upon him our Nature, and 
to humble himſelf to Death, even 


the : Death of rols 
the C be 


4 ſons dedicated and devoted to thy 
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I beſecth'thee by his infinite Con i 
| 1 "= er bet, 
and by W ; 
not — to * my" paſt Sins 
but to endue me With Power rd 
Strength to reſiſt them tor the time 

to come. 0 

2 HN ihe Vitrue of theſe hoh My- 
ſteries repleniſh'me with ſuch Tuper- 
natural Gifts and Graces of thy Ho- 
Iy Spirit, as may enable me not only 
to act conformable to the Light of 
my own Mind, but may make me 
readily obey thy heavenly Motions, 
and conſtantly follow the Sugge- 
{tions of thy Holy Inſpiration. 

Gave me a zealous Senſe of Piety 
towards thee, my loving Lord 2 
Sovereign, and to all thy ſacrel 
and divine Myſteries : 
Let me reverence thy Word ind 

Worſhip, and all Things and Per- 


peculiar Servicſe. 


Let me ſubmit to all: the Affi. 
Ciians 


—— 
- 
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ions thou ſhalt think fit to lay upon 
e with Patience and with Meekneſa. 
Let me truſt to thy Providence 
ſupply.me under all Danger and 
cceſſities; 
And let me thankfully acknow- . 
le thy Bounty for all thoſe good 
ings which thou ſo e wil 
wed upon 1. 8 
Give me, O Lord, that clvine yz 72 
which oo the pleafing thee, 
the End and Aimof all my Actions, 
dwhich directs to all thoſe means 
ich thou haſt graciouſly eſtabliſh- 
orthe working out my Salvation; 
jet That my precious time may not 
employed in hunting after Tri- 
„that my natural Talents may 
be buried and drowned in —4 
denſuality, that my Study ma 
toe Vanity, nor my Labour Folly, olly, 
put that framing f right Judg- 
nt in all things, I may fix my 
d upon thoſe Fa which 
are 


Objects by conſtant and { 


_— Proud, and giveſt Grace tothe 
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are at = tw Hand, which 
nt and durable ; 
- And that the great Care and b 
Hicks of my Life may be to bt 
thy Favour, who art the {overcy 
Good of my Soul, and the My: 
ing Center of all 1 
To this end inure me to ſpiri 


Prayer by entertaining my Thou 
with pious Meditations, by reali 
and hearing thy Holy Wond v 
Reverence and As. and 
frequently approach thy 
wich Humilicy and N 3 
And ove ath let a conſtant 
of offending my goed God put 
upon my Guard, andmakemewat 
ful amidſt / thoſe” iminent Dar 
that ſurround me in this oyF 
brimege on Far. 
Thou, O Lord, who reſiſeſt 


%% A _ Rwkkaws x 


E ry ig, op "fog 


:* endue me. with the Virtue 
true Fwy, the Model a 


nt Deſir 


brew Angels from Heaven, and 
(ore Man out of Paradiſe, which 


ee 141 a 


ly Son traced nk "I 
= 1 75 2 bi 1 


Thar I may have a 


yi Lo Vie and Fe 
oh ſubmit to the m 
* N e for the Welfare and f 


of my Fellow Chriſtians 
That 00 Nie 


thro'$ ain 
wk that 5 exalt 0 
von the account of any Advantage I 
enjoy of Body or Mind above others, 
by remembring that it is not the effect 
ofmy Merit, but of hy infinite. Good- 
eg and diſtinguiſhing Mercy. | 
x 0! deliver me from the Slave- 
uud Dominion of Pride, which 


produces ſo much Evil and Torment 
wherever it reſides, and which, above 
all, is ſo glu) 02 thy ſight. 
Grant, O Lord, that I may "oY 
F 2 thee. 


7 
: 
* 2 9 
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thee above all things, who art in 

nitely perfect in thy own Nature 
That I may defirs thee above; 

things, who art full of th 1 

- Compaſſion towards the C 
of . 

Whom is there i in Hai bat the 
tel whom upon Earth that I « 
deſire in compariſon” of thee? 

the Hart thirſteth after the Wat 
Brooks, ſo let my Soul long a" 
thee, O God. 
Let the Allurements of the Won 
and the En joyments of Senſe ape 
as trifling Entertainments, in ct 
pariſon of the Pleaſure and Hay 
neſs of ſerving theeand doing goo 

Let the Difficulties and Dang 
which I meet with in the way 
my Duty, be ſo far from difer 
ging me, that they may ratle 1 
Spirits, increaſe my Reſolution, a 

"| ſerve only to make the Pleaſure 
3 . thee more intenſe and X 
þ + & 4 
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i Let the divine Flame of chy Love 
ture un ſo bright in my Soul, er It, 
ove iy free my Mind from all vile A. 
& ations, and influence all my Actions 
lch a careful Obſervance of thy 
Woly Laws, and farther evidence its 
Wincerity by diligently conſulting 


Nes of my Neighbour. 


as of Envy, that I may compaſſio- 
ate his Misfortunes, and rejoice 
all the good things thou art Plea- 
d to del n him; 


ange ne relation of his real Infirmities; 
That I may guard my Heart from 


r triumphing in his Calamity ʒ 
That I may fet a Watch upon the 
oor of my ; $6 that I may ſpeak 
Evil concerning him, nor utter 
ny Words of detraion 75 
3 That 


e Temporal and Spiritual Happi- 


That J may be tender of bis Re- 
utation, and never expoſe it by 
ah Cenſures, nor diminiſh it by 


rretly repining at his Proſperity, 


3 * 


* 
* 


Ol let it ſuppreſs all the bitter Ef oY 
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That it may quiet and 
the furious boiling of Auger i 
Mind, by making the patient an 
merk under all Provotations, by di 
f pbfing me to forgive Offerices and 
thb return Silents to all njirlo | 
Treatment. 

That it may conquer worllh 
Sorrow which worketh Death, b 
n > 9 Expectation of futun 


1 1 hat it ay expel Malice by fh 
| ing Good, that it f Ai 
my Weakneſs by Fortitude, cum 
Deſpair by Hope, my Liſtleſſneſsb 
ſpiritual xerciſes, _ 

And reſtrain the Wandrings of nj 
Mind towards unlawful chin 80 

Work of the and unmoveable th 

. Wor of the Fan TIM 


ire me, O Pf a fb 79 
nence, that 1 may know' how to 
bound and bow #6 Wat? 
5 unt my e Appetites 15 
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ert under ſtrict Government, 
Low nce the indulging of them by our 
tt Parents broke Death | mo e 
dy dif orld: 
That they ma always obſerve 
tir due bounds: admaiſtting | 
e Neceſlities of Life, and —— 
pport and encourage Luxury, 
1, b dich is boundleſs and infinite, 
Aan ich brings forth Scurrility and lur 
_ " Wodelty, "which depreſſes the Soul, 
nd renders, it what for * 
yments. 
12 me ſo mindful of that ſtrict 
count I muſt giveof all my Actions 
t the dreadful Tribunal Se Seat, that 
t may mortifie all Inclinations, and 


Þ [emptations to ſinful Pleafures, 
And ſtir me up to Zeal and Dili- 


ence in performing all thoſe things 

bich are acceptable in thy fight. 

In order to attain: theſe bleſſed 

nds, O Lord, I approach thy Ho- 

Table, that 1 may grow in Grace, 

mend may be enabled to imitate the 
, E 4 ſuffer- 
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ſuffering Virtues of the crucify 
Jeſus. Ne 
Grant therefore, moſt merci 
God, that the receiving the Syn 
bols of his Body and Blood, wh 
Il am about to partake of, may bi 
the Grace and Efficacy ef his Spin 
conform me'to his divine Image 
and make me ſtedfaſt in ſervn 
thee, till thou takeſt me final 
to enjoy thee, thro' Jefus Chi 
my Bleſſed Saviour and Redeem 
Amen | | | 4 a | 5 z V7 f 
the foregoing Prayers may be uſe 
in our Pews before we go up to t 
Communion Table. When the Comm 
nicants are but few, and we have nc 
time to enlarge our Devotions; we m 
comprehend the de vout Affections of 
worthy Receiver in the following ſhort 
er Prayer. e 


4A P RAL“ 
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IPRAYER before Receiving the 
Conſecrated Elements. 


A A OST gracious God, who of 
YI thy infinite Mercy haſt gi- 
ren thy Son Jeſus Chrift to be our 
great High-Prieſt, and the Biſhop of 
our Souls, who did offer up him» 
{lf to thee a pure and immaculate 
Sacrifice upon the Croſs for us mi- 
ſerable Sinners, who has given us 
his Fleſh to eat, and his Blood to 
drink, in a myſtical manner; and 
haſt aſſured us by thy Holy Spirit, 
that 28 often as we eat that Bread, 
and drink that Cup, we ſhew forth 
the Lord's Death till his coming 
. Ts 
[ humbly beſeech thee therefore 

by the Merits of his Blood, the great 
Price of our Redemption; 
[ intreat thee. by his wonderful 
and ineffable Charity, wherewith . 
* F e- he 


m6 DEVOTIONS fer 
ſuffering Virtues of the crucify 
Grant therefore, moſt merci 
God, that the receiving the Syn 
bols of his Body and Blood, whid 
I am about to partake of, may 
the Grace and Efficacy ef his Spiri 
conform me to his divine Image 
and make me ſtedfaſt in ſervy 
thee, till thou takeſt me finall 
to enjoy thee, thro' Jefus Chri 
my Bleſſed Saviour and Redeeme 


The foregoing Prayers may be uſe 
in our Pews before we go up to tl 
Communion Table. When the Commu 
nicants are but few, and we have nc 
time to enlarge our Devotions, we m 
comprehend the devout Affections of 
worthy Receiver in the following ſho 
er Prayer. „ 1008 


4 Pravii 


the Aus AR. | 117 


{Ps AVER ' before Receiving the 
Conſecrated Elements. 


OST „ who of 
thy . 5 Mercy haſt gi- 
ven u thy Son Jeſus Chrift to be our 
great High-Prieſt, and the Biſhop of 
our Souls, who did offer up him- 
ſelf ro thee a pure and immaculate 
Sacrifice upon the Croſs for us mi- 
ſerable Sinners, who has given us 
his F leſh to eat, and his Blood to 
drink, in a myſtical manner; and 
laſt aſſured us by thy Holy Spirit, 
that as often as we eat that Bread, 
and drink that Cup, we ſhew forth 
the Lord's Death tilt his coming 
Min. 
humbly beſeech thee therefore 
bythe Merits of his Blood, thegreat 
Price of our Redemption ; 
[ intreat thee. by his wonderful 
and ineffable Charity, wherewith 
| F 5 he 


YE! 
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: en x; vouchſafed to 2 . us Ultwor- 
Creatures, at 10 41m 
that thou would'ſt de Halt 8 
waſh me in his Blood from all my 
Sins, which make me unworthy to 
partake of theſe Holy Myſteries: 
Let my Repentance be hearty and 
fincere, and expreſs it ſelf in all the 
Circumſtances of holy Obedience for 
| the time to come ; 1 Lhvs 
© Thou alone out of an uncleat 
thing canſt bring a clean, of 1 
wretched Sinner make me therefore 
holy and righteous. 5 
I᷑ kbou art the Fountain of Mercy, 
Nut not up thy Bowels of Compal 
nion towards me. 8 
Thou art the great Phyſician « 
Souls, diſplay thy Power in my 
Health and Recovery. 
Leet me approach thy Holy Table 
with Reverence and Devotion, that 
no vile Affections may hinder me 


from receiving the Benefits of this 
divine Nouriſhment. = 
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Let me celebrate this Chriſtiam 
$&crifice with Purit of Heart, and 


a right Intention of Mind, that I 
my obtain all thoſe 


entirely reign Soul 
2 Body to be a reign my 
and lively Sacrifice unto thee 3; 
thou haſt the juſteſt Claim — me, 
ſince the Bleſſed Jeſus has purcha- 
of aff ed me at the Price of his own 
efor ! Blood. 
| Grant, O Lord, that 1 may con- 
ſtantly endeavour to make ſome 
Proficiency in all the Virtues of 
the Chriſtian Life; becaufe the Bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus has obtained for me, by 
the Merits of his Sufferings, the 
Grace and Aſſiſtance of thy Ho- 
ly Spirit, to work in me both to 
—_ and to do thy good Plea- 
re. 
Make me ready to be reeunciſed 
tall thoſe that have offended me, 
43 F 6 | becauſe 


that I may ſacceſsfully encounter all 


: -420 Daroruand Rr | 
becauſe when we were Enemies we 
were reconciled to God 10 tho Death 
of his Son: 

- 'Letme embrace all my ads Bre- 
thren with ſincere Love and Chari 
ty, and. contribute all I can to the 
relief of Chriſt's diſtreſſed Member 
becauſe he thought not his Life too 
dear, nor his Blood too precious to 
| redeem me from a ſtate of Donny 

and Slavery. 

* Strengthen me, O Lord, in ſuch 
a manner by this f. piritual Food, 


the Attacks of Nos Spiritual Ene- 
mies; 
5 Suppreſs i in me the Spirit of Pride 
and vain Glory, of Envy and De- 
traction, of Uncleanneſs and Inten- 
perance, or of any Diſtruſt and Dif- 

tidence of thy Mercy ; 
May all Temptations to theſe 
Offences againſt thy Holy Laws 
be overcome by that Power which 
thou Thalt be pleaſed to coins 
nicate 
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wel nicate to me in this Holy Sacra- 
Jath Wl ment ; 
| And may all thofe Evils which 
Bre- the Craft a Subtilty of the De- 
har vil or Man worketh againſt me de 
d the brought to nouggt: 
bers, FF That, being outwardly and in- 
e too Ml wardly fortified by the Aſſiſtance of 
us to thy Crack, I may preſs towards the 
daye WY Mark for the Prize of the High 
- Wl Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus ; 
ſuch MW when 7 ſhall enjoy thee no longer 
ood, MW in Myſtery, which is our Lot and 
all Portion here below, but ſee thee 
Ene. Face to Face, and be eternally ſatif- 
fed with the Pleaſures of thy King- 
ride MW dom, in and through the Merits of 
De. Jeſus Chriſt our on y Mediator and 
em. Advocate. Amen, 


ns Devortons' fir 4 
| {iþ 1 7 


When the Prieſt 4 pprogebli th 
04 iver r the Cnſecrned Bread. 


Tome, O Lord! and make o 
A_7 long tarrying, O my God! 
I am not worthy thou ſhouldit 
enter under my Roof; but, Lord, 
be merciful to me a Sinner. 
I long for thy Salvation, Ol ſr 
tisfie me with eb Likeneſs: 
I open my Heart to thee, O! 
come unto me, and abide with me, 
and powerfully ſupport me in all 
Trials and Temptations, when 1 
| need thy Help. Aven. 


A PRAYER after Receiving the 
Conſecrated Bread. 


Leſſed be thy Holy Name, 0 
Lord Jeſus, for this thy ineſti- 


mable Gift, for this. Comfort 0 
1 a 


0 
a 
n 
"3 4 
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hiſt left me in this Vale of een 

As long as I live will I praife 

24 long as I have Rave 1 I 
l thankfully ac ledye this 
thy Bounty and Cot to the 
Children of Men. 

Thou haſt given me thy precious 
Body 0 be ch. od of wy Sen be. be- 
hold [loffer to thee my Body and Soul, 
make them fit for thy Service. 

Let this divine Food repair in 3. 
oi vhatever has been decayed . wil of 
Lofts of the Fleſh, or the Wiles of 
40 Satan; 
"ar That my Underſtanding way be 

exerciſed in the Knowledge of Thee, 
and the Contempla ＋, thy divine 
Truths, ag are alone able to 
make me wiſe unto Salvation; 
That my Will may chuſe and de- 
ſire thee ove all things, who art 
the chiefeſt Good; the moſt deſira- 
ble Portion of Immortal Souls ; 
That my Affections may de en- 
tirely fix d on thee, who art on 
| amiable, 


a 
. reer 
* 
— 
* 
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amiable, and the Center of Eternal 
Satisfaction. 

Iwill love thee, OLord, beat 
thou art infinitely Good, and thy 


Mercy endureth for ever ; 


Twill lovethee, O Lord, becauſe 


thou didft create me after thy own 
Image, capable of loving thee, and 


enjoying thee eternally; 

I will love thee, O Lord, becuaſe 
when I had loſt and undone my ſelf, 
thou didſt die to redeem me; 

I wilf love thee, O Lord, becauſe 


hou art only worthy of my Lore, 


thou only canſt fill and ſatisfie my 


Soul. 


Be thou therefore my Hope and 


Confidence, and let all my Truſt be 
placed in thee ; 


Be thou my Riches and Delight 
and let all my Joy and Contentment 


reſt in thee ; 
Be thou my Peace and Retuge, 
and let my Pleaſure and Safety de 


Be 


pend on thee. 


Be thou my Portion and greateſt 
Treaſure, and let my Eternal Hap- 
pineſs be fix d in the Enjoyment of 
thee. Amen, Lord Jeſus, Amen. 


When the Prieſt approaches to 
deliver the Conſecrated Vine. 
TSS 


— receive the Cup of Salvation, 


and call upon the Name of the 


Lord ; Beek 1 | 

I will ratifie my Vows with this 
Blood of the New Covenant, and 
engage my ſelf, O God, to be eter» 
mlly him li 368% © 


Satisfie my thirſty Soul with good 


things, and let this Communion of 
the Blood of Chriſt put more Glad- 


neſs into my Heart, than Wine and 


" * 


Oil when they increaſe. 


5 A PRAYER 
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on the Throne, and unto the Lamb 
that was ſlain, for ever and ever. 


Thanks, O Lord, 
of my Soul, that thou haſt been 


- deſirable Myſteries 


the Body and Blood of thy Son Je- 
Ius Chriſt; and this not for any Me- 


ty infinite Goodnefs and Mercy. 


A Bounty, O ord, never fails ; the 
Love of my Saviour is not dim 


A Pravzr Aer Receiving the 
Conſecrated W ine. 3: 


Lefling and Honour, Glory and 
Power be unto him that fitteth 


8s 


Igive thee moſt humble and hearty 
from the bottom 


pleaſed to admit me at this time to 
the Participation of theſe holy and 


That thou haſt vouckfafed to feed 


me a Sinner, thy unworthy Servant, 
with the ſpiritual Nouriſhment of 


rits of my own, but for the ſake of 


Unworthy tho I am, yet thy 


nilhed, 


& 
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niſhed, and the Virtue of his Pro 
tation is never exhauſted; 

Grant therefore, I beſeech thee, 
that this Holy Sacrament may never 
turn to my 9 and Condem- 
nation, 

But that it may be Health and Re- 
covery under all my Weakneſſes and 
lnfirmities, 

Safety and Defence againſt all the 
Attacks of my Spiritual Enemies, 

Vigour — Strength to all my ha- 
ly Purpoſes and Refolutions, 
Comfort and Support under Al che 
Afflictions and Calamities of Life, 

Aſſiſtance and Direction under all 
Difficulties and Doubts, 

Courage and — under all 
Dangers and Perſecutions, eſpecially 
in times of Siekneſs, and at che hour 
of Death 

Finally „ let it procure for me 
Pardon and Forgiveneſs in this Life, 
Mercy and Favour at the Day of 


Judgment, and a never- fading Gore 
0 


3 
. 
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of Glory in thy heavenly Kingdom, 
where with thy Son Jeſus. Chriſt, 
and the Bleſſed Spirit, thou liveſt 
and reigneſt, one God, World with- 
out end. Amen. Far ot ems 


Having finiſhed thoſe Devotions that 
relate to our ſelves, this is a proper ſea- 
ſon to be mindful of the Wants and Ne- 
 cellities of our Brethren, and we can- 
not better exerciſe our Charity, than by 
recommending the whole ſtate of Man. 
kind to the Mercy and Goodneſs of God, 
and by interceding with him, by the 
Virtue of this Chriſtian- Sacrifice,” for 
= ſupply of whatever they ſhall ſtand 

in need of. Such Interceſſions always 
made a part of the publick Liturgies of 
theancient Church, as 1s well known to 
thoſe that are converſant in Antiquity, 
and no part of the Prayers exceeded 
more in length than that which related 
to this Subject; ſo that we cannot do 
better, than to follow the ancient Model 
for our direction in this particular. 


A PRAYER 


oO , - 
. ©" SV 
, 
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A PRAYER for the whole State : 
e Mankind. | 


A Ccept, O Lord, of my Prayers 
IA and Interceſſions, as a Teſti- 
mony of my Charity, for the whole 
Race of Mankind, and let the Vir- 
% I fue and Efficacy of this Chriſtian 
. WF Sacrifice procure for them Comfort 
and Relief in all thoſe Wants and 
Neceſlities they labour under. 
Enlighten the dark Corners of the 
Earth with the bright Sunſhine of 
thy glorious Goſpel, and ſucceed 
the pious Deſigns of all thoſe that 
endeavour the Propagation of the 
Kingdom of thy Son; that thy Way 
may be known upon Earth, and 
thy Saving Health among all Na- 
tions. 0 n 
Let thy continual Pity cleanſe 
and defend thy Church; and for 
as much as it cannot continue in 


Safet7 


Death obtain everlaſting Liſe and 
Glory in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
1 Dries, pegs 
— Nations Unity, Prace and 
Concord. 
Bleſs all the People 
wich Health, Peace and Plenty; and 


practiſe that 

and inſpire them 

Principles, and charitable Hearts, 
that they may love one another, and 
thereby convincethe World that 
are thy Diſciples, 


Relations, and Acquaintance; thoſe 


ſperity, 


- . 


of this Land 
teach them to uſe fuck thy Bleſlngs 


Be merciful to all my Friends, 


that are in Sin, convert them; thoſe = 
that are in Grace, confirm and 
ſtrengthen them; thoſe that are in 
Adverſity, comfort and ſupport - » 
them; and thoſe that are in Pro- 


« 111 - N < 1 
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1 ſuffer them not to 57 
Ce. 


* orgive all my Enemies, rake 
them eaſie and ready to be reconciled, 


= ive them Repentanceand better 
Be gracious to all that are in Af. 
fliction and Diſtreſs, that labour un- 
der the Straights of Poverty, that 
ſuffer Perſecution for the T imony 
of a good Conſcience, that mourn 
under Captivity or Baniſhment, or 
any unjuſt Oppreſſionʒ : 
That are exerciſed with bodily 
. Pains and Diſeaſes, that are ſoli- 
Cited with ſtrong 'Temptations, or 
are dejected with Terrors and Trou- 
bles of Mind; 

Pity and relieve their an Ne- 
ceſſities, give them Patience under 
all their Sufferings, and in thy due 
time deliver them, according to thy 
great Mercy. 
k  Afliſt thoſe that are at the point 
| Lof Death ; ood when their W 
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ils, let not their Faith fail; even 
1 Death, enable them to truſt in 
hee. 

Shed thy particular Genie and 
genediction upon all thoſe who are 
artakers of the Holy Communion 
his Day, 

That they may perſevere in all 
heir holy Purpoſes and Reſolutions, 
nd may conform themſelves to the 
ſodel of their crucified Saviour; 
That the Pattern of his Piety and 
notion, of his Humility and Cha- 
ty, of his Meekneſs and patient 
buffering, may be ſo lively imprint- 
upon our Minds, that we may 
anſcribe his Example i in our Lives 
and Converſations : ö 
That thus Commemorating his 
Hufficient Sacrifice upon Earth, 
e may receive the everlaſting Be- 
tefit of it in thy heavenly Kingdom, . 
nd bleſs and praiſe thee for it to 
ul Eternity. Amen. 


66 
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We cannot better conclude our De 
votions, if Time and Opportunity will 
permit, than by offering up our Praiſe 
and Thankſgivings for all thoſe Merci 
and Bleſſings God hath beſtowed ups 
uz all along in Life, particularly f 
his ineſti mable Love in the Redemptio 
of the World by our Lord Jefus Chrift 
and what Heart, that is warm with 
true Senſe of what his Saviour has done 
and fuffered for him, can refuſe the 
humble Tribute of a moſt grateful Ac 


knowledgment. * 
in 

A Thankſgiving for God's Merff 
cies, Temporal and Spiritual. * 
Put the Lord, O my Soul, af © 
all that is within me praiſchf » 
Holy Name. Praife the Lord, 0 
my Soul, and forget not all his be U 
. hefits, | th 
0 


Thou, O Lord, art alone Inf 
nite in all Excellencies and Pere 
ctions, and therefore thou wh fr 
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DAM the Eternal Object of the Adorations 

and Praiſes of all thy Creatures. 
e 1 deſire to praiſe and worſhip thee 
ll with all the Heavenly Hoſt, ſaying, 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of 
Heaven and Earth, thou haſt crea- 
ted all things, and for thy Pleaſure 
they are and were created. 

All Praiſe and Thankſgiving be 
rendred unto thee, for making me 
ifter thy own Image and Likeneſs, 
capable of loving thee, and enjoy- 
ing thee eternally. 

[ bleſs thee for the Light of my 
Reaſon, and all other Endowments 
and Faculties of my Soul and Body. 

[ bleſs thee for preſerving me 
from innumerable Accidents and 
Dangers, through the whole Courſe 
of my Life; for all my known and 
unobſerved Deliverances, and for 
the Guard thy HolyAngels have kept 
over me. 

I bleſs thee for the Advantages 
of a pious Education, and for ſea- 
bs 2 ſoning 


17 - : P 
7. 
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ſoning my tender Mind with early 
notices of Virtue: and Religion; 
I I bleſs thee for recovering me to 

5 n of my Duty, when I fooliſt. 

1y ſtrayed from the Fountain of all 

Happineſs; and for thy unwearied 
Patience towards me, after ſo yo 
and ſo great Provocations. 


' I bleſs thee for all the Cotabore 


and Accommodations of Life which 
thou haſt beſtowed upon me, where- 
by my Pilgrimage in this World has 
been ſoftned and ſupported; 

And I adore thy wiſe Proyidznce 
in all thoſe Afflictions and Dilap- 
pointments with which thou haſt 
thought fit to exerciſe me, and which 
have brought me to that ſenſeof thee 
and of my elf, which tis likely no- 
thing elſe would have done. 

By thee I have been holden, up 
from the Womb, my Praiſe ſhall 
continually be of thee. 

Above all, I praiſe and magni 
fie thy holy Name for thy inex- 


preſſible 


Life; 
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peſible Love to loſt Man, 

For ſending thy Son into hs 
World to redeem us from a State of 
Sin and Miſery, by ſuffering for us, 
nd dying in our ſtead, that we might 
be partakers of the divine Nature, 
ind receive the Promiſes of a 


d or- 
nig Holy — as Pieces 
of this Love, and for a continual 
remembrance of his Death to our 
great and endleſs Comfort. 

As long as I live will J praiſe 
thee for theſe Wonders how haſt 
done for the Children of Men, as 
long as I have any Being I will thew 
forth thy noble Acts. | 

[ bleſs thee for the Advantages of 
thy divine Revelations, that thou 
haſt not abandon'd me to the dim 
light of my own Reaſon, but haſt 
given me thy Holy Scriptures. to in- 
liru& me in what is neceſſary for 
me to believe and practiſe, in or- 

G 3 der 
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der to my eternal Salvation. 
Ipraiſe thee for delivering me from 
a Temptations too ſtrong for me, and 
for ſupporting me under many; 
For the Aſſiſtance, and Direction, 
and Comforts of thy Holy ly Sir 
for thy preventing and reſtrain ing 


Grace, 

For ſubduing my Underſtandin | 
and Affections to 415 Annen of 
Faith and Godlineſs, | 

For inſpiring me wich: good 
Thoughts, and kindling- pious De- 
fires in my Soul, and for aſliſting 
me in all the Methods of ben 
eternal Happineſs. 

For theſe and all other thy Mer- 
cies and Favours, which Aer 
than can be numbred :; Bleſſing an 
Honour, Thankſgiving and Bale 
be given unto thee, O moſt adora- 
ble Deity, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, by me and by all ew by 
ali- Men and by all Creatures, for 
ever and ever. An. 

We | ' When 


32 


hen all have communicated, and 
me Prieſt returns to the n 
Im t of the Communion- Office, we mu 
nd ſure to accompany him with gur 
erouteſt Aſtections, and repeat after 
nM him all the Petitions af that perfect 
Form of Prayer our Saviour has left 
ns to help our Infirmities, which is moſt. 
WY property uſed in this Place; that his 
WH comprehenſive Words may prevail for 
our Acceptance, provided they are at- 
tended with the ſincere and earneſt De- 
ſres of our Hearts 6.4 
The Prayer and Praiſe that follow 
do with great Propriety conclude this 
Holy Action in imitation of our SavF 
our's Pattern, who conclu- . - 
fed this his holy Enſtiiu- at. , gov 
tion both with a Prayer 
and a Hymn, and therefore ought to 
be offered with particular Intenſeneſs 
aud Application of Thought, that we 
may make ſome Amends for any Di- 
ſtractions or Wanderings that may have 
retake us in the former part of the 
ervice. $+ 
The Bleſſing that enly remains, which 
Is 2 the Biſhop, if preſent, 
4 


. : 


4 the Prieſt omen Dignity, * 
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be received in an humble Poſture, ant be 

with filent Devotion, begging of God 

that it may be effectual for our future 2 
( 


Conduct in all the Circumſtances of Ho 
R 


A ſhort PRAYER when the Con. 
munion Service is ended. 


"JArdon, O God, all thoſe Imper- 
fections that have accompanied 
me at this time in my Attendanceat 
thy Altar; forgive the Deadneſs and 
Dulneſs of my Affections, the Wan- 
drings of my Thoughts, and the 

Diſtractions of my Mind. 
: Let the Sincerity of my holy 
Purpoſes and Reſolutions. make 
{ome Amends for my Weakneſs and 
Frailty. ; 
O!] let this Commemoration ot 
my crucified Saviour influence all 
my Thoughts, Words and Actions, 
that my Converſation may be a5 
becometh 
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tecometh the Goſpel af Chriſt. 

Reward me not according to my 
Deſerts, but according to my great 
Neceſſities, and thy own rich Mer- 
in Jeſus Chriſt, to whom with 
thee, O God the Father, and God 
the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and: 
Glory, World without end. Amen. 


Where Commmunions are large we 
may want ſome Exerciſes for the em- 
ploying our devout Affections; and the 

ice for the Alminiſtration of the 
Hily Communion, contains ſuch a va- 
rity of excellent Matter for Medita- 
tion, that it may not be improper to 
entertain our Minds, while others are 
receiving, with the Conſideration of 
ſome particular Parts of it. This may 
po bly be ſometimes more uſeful than 
either theſe or any other Prayers; more 
eſpecially to ſuch as complain of cold- 
nels and dulneſs in their Bevotions; for 
Meditation naturally tends to warm our 
Affections, and raiſe in our Minds a 
Spirit of Devotion. NN 
For Example, ſuppoſe I had deter- 

G 5 mined 
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mined to meditate on ſome p 
of the Confeſſion, which 
Ami gbry God, Father of our 72 10 
Ci, Maker of all Things, J Te 
Aen. Here 1 woers 7 

well the import het "en they 
contain Four — God's moſt'comprehen- 
five Titles. Firſt, he is here ſaid rad 
Almighty; Secondly, The Father 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, rdly, The 2 
and Creator of all Things, Fourthly, The 
| Jadge of all Men. The Conſideration 
of the Firſt and Laſt will provoke vs to 
Godly Sorrow, and the Second and Third 
will excite our Hope in his Mercy. 80 
that from hence we may take occaſion 
to exerciſe Acts of Sorrow and Humi- 
Iiation, of Hope and Love, &c. thus; 
1 confider, O my God, that I have: offer 
«led thee, who art Almighty, and there- 
fore able to puniſh, but I confider 100, 
that thou art the Father of our Lori 
Jeſus Cbriſt, and therefore I cannnt 
doubt of thy Lowe to me, and of thy rea- 
dineſs to forgive me who repent and turn 
zo ther. Such Ejaculations might be 
formed from each of theſe Particulars, 
or from any other Branches of the Com- 


munion Office z but becauſe all People 
are 


FF 
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are not able to form ſuch Acts, I have 
taken the Liberty of adding ſeveral Acts 
of the moſt conſiderable Virtues of a 
Chriſtian Life; for no Moments of this 
Holy Seaſon ſhould be loſt, all theſe 
precious Minutes ſhould be huſbanded 
to the greateſt Advantage, for they will 

have a mighty Influence upon our whoſe 
Lives, and by being frequently repea- 
ted they will ſtock our Minds with va- 


| riety of good Thoughts, which may 


prove admirable. Helps all the remain- 
ing part of our days. If we have nat 
time for this ſpiritual Improvement in 
the Chuerch, it will be very proper to 
make uſe of them in our Cloſers, for 
Days ſet apart for the publick Worſhip 
of God ſhould have a larger ſhare of 
our private Nevotions, and then the 
Senſe of Religion will ſtick cloſer to 
our Minds, when we mix again with 
the World, and return to our ſecular 
Employments. 


f 
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Act. of Fairy. 


Believe, O God, that thou art 
J an eternal incomprehenſible Spi- 
rit, infinite in all Perfections, who 
didſt make all things out of nothing, 
and doſt govern them all by thy 
wife Providence. SY 
Let me always adore thee with 
profound Humility, as my Sovereign 
Lord; and help me to love and praiſe 
thee with Godlike Affections, and 
fuitable Devotion. 

I believe, O God, that in the Uni- 
ty of thy Godhead there is a Trinity 
of Perſons; that thou art perfectly 

One, and perfectly Three; One E- t! 
fence, and Three Perſons: The depth M 0 
of this Myſtery Icannot comprehend, WM t« 
but I firmly believe it, becauſe thou WM 
haft revealed it in thy Holy Word, WW ! 
who art infinite Truth; and I will WI ' 


praiſe and adore the Holy Trinity, 
to 
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to whoſe Service I was religiouſſy 


dedicated in Baptiſm, as the joint 
Authors of my Salvation. 


art of one Subſtance with the Father, 
the Very and Eternal God; that thou 
lidſt take upon thee our " frail Na- 
ture; that thou didſt truly ſuffer, 
and wert crucified, dead and buried. 
to reconcile us to thy Father, and 
to be a Sacritice for Sin. 

I believe, O Almighty Love, that 
according to the Types and Prophe- 
cies which went before of thee, and 
according to thy own infallible Pre- 
diction, thou didſt by thy own Power 
ne from the Dead the third Day, 
that thou didſt aſcend into Heaven, 
that there thou ſitteſt on thy Throne 
of Glory, adored by Angels, and in- 
terceding for Sinners. 

[ believe, OLord, that thou haft 
inſtituted and ordained Holy Myſte- 
ries, as Pledges of thy Love, ind for 

a ninual Commemoration of thy 
| Death ; 


[believe, O Bleſſed Jeſus, that thou 


* | 
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thy ſelf to die for me, but to be my the 
Spiritual Food and Suſtenance in lh 
that Holy Sacrament, to my great ive 
quently approach thy Altars with 
Humility and Devotion! and wor #1" 


in me all thoſe holy and heavenly 
Affections, which become the Re- 
membrance of a cructtied Saviour. 
believe, O Lord, that thou haft 
not abandon'd me to the dun Light 
of my own Reaſon, to conduct me 
to Happineſs ; but that thou haſt 
revealed in the HolyScriptures what- 
ever is neceifary for me to believe 
and practiſe, in order to my Eter- 
nal Salvation, PO BET 
O OTruth{EFternalTruth! Iamen- 
tirely ſatisfied in believing thy Holy 
Word, becauſe it came from thee, who 


art intinitely wiſe and Ommiſcient, i N 
and therefore canſt not he decei ved; 
who art infinitely Good, and there- MI |: 


fore wilt not deceive thy Creatures. 
O how 
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O how noble and Excellent are 
the Precepts! How Sublime and En- 
lightning the Truths! How Perſua- 
fve and Strong the Motives | How 
Powerful the Aſſiſtances of that Ho- 
y Religion, in which thou haſt in- 
fue me! My delight ſhall be in 
thy Statutes, and I will not forget 
thy Word. 
| 47 O Bleſſed Maſter, it is 
greateſt Honour and Happineſs 

a e 2 Diſciple; how — 
and blind are all theſe that live with- 
out God in the World, who deſpiſe. 
the Light of th y Holy Faith! Make 
me ready to part ak all the Enjoy 
ments of Life, nay even Life it ſelf, 
rather than forfeit this Jewel of great 
Price : Bleſſed are the Suffering 
which are endured, Happy is 7 4 
Death which is undergone, for hea- 
venly and immortal Truth | 

believe thou haſt threatned ever- 
laſting and unconceivable Torments 


to thoſe who n the Truth in Un- 
righteoul- 
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righteouſneſs, and who obey not the 
HSOoſpel of Chriſt. O juſt Puniſſ- 
ment of thoſe who do not love 
thee ! „ i: 2Þ 8 
hut if I believe this fatal Doom, 
why am I not afraid of it > Why 
are the Evils of the Body ſo much 
fthunned, and thoſe: of the Soul ſo 
little regarded? Why do 1 take {of 
much pains to avoid the ſhort and 
tranſitory Evils of this Life, and fo 
little pains to avoid thoſe which are 
Eternal ? | 
I believe thou haſt prepared, © 
Lord, for thoſe that love thee, ever- 
laſting Manſions of Glory; if I be- 
lieve thee, O Eternal Happineſs, 
why does any thing appear difficult 
that leads to thee? Why ſhould [ 
not willingly reſiſt unto Blood to 
obtain thee ? Why do the vain and 
empty Enjoyments of Life take 
ſuch faſt hold of me, O periſhing 
Time! why doſt thou thus bewitch 
and deceive me 2 O Bleſſed , 
| _ nity! 
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nity! when ſhalt thou de my . 
tion for ever 2 


Ads of Hors. 


() My God! in all my Dajes, 
Temporal and Spiritual, I will 


| hope in thee ; who art Almighty 


Power, and therefore able to re- 
leve me; who art Infinite Good- 
neſs, and "therefore ready and wit 
ling to aſſiſt me? 

Greater is thy Mercy, O Bleſſed 
Jeſus, than my Wickedneſs; thy 
Goodneſs exceeds the Number and 
Heinouſneſs of my Sins; greater is 
thy Power,. O God, than the F ury 
of my Enemies : z therefore when 
my Fears preſs hardeſt upon me, I 
will put my Truſt and Confidence 
in thee, 

O precious Blood of my dear Re- 
deemer! O gaping Wounds of my 


crucified Saviour! Who can con- 


template 


9 
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template the Sufferings of God In 


carnate, and not raiſe his Hope, an 


not put his Truſt in them? A 
| 1 firmly hope, O my God, for then, 
Pardon of all my Sins, which Vine 
heartily bewail and deteſt; I firmly Oliv 
hope to obtain the Yirtges and fiele 
Graces of thy Holy Spirit, which bal 
Jam reſolved ſincerely to endeavour ther 
after; I wait and expect thy Eter- get 
nal Glory, which ſhall always b4 jy 
the aim of all y longing DN \ 
| fires. 10 
What tho my Body be erumbled ſeri 
into Duſt, — that Duſt blown an 
over the Face of the Earth, yet N de 
undoubtedly know my Redeemer vor 
lives, and ſhall raiſe me up at the 
laſt Day. Ch 
Whether I am comforted, or left: 
deſolate; whether I enjoy Peace, or ¶ of 
am afl ĩcted with Temptations; be- 
ther I am healthful or Gekly, ſuc- Po 


coured or abandon'd by the good WF a. 
_—_ of this Life; I w 11 7 — gr. 
hope 
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wr in thee, O my chiefeſt Infice 


Altho' the Fig-tree ſhall not bloſ- 
om, neither tall Fruit be in the 
Vines; altho the labour of the 
Olive ſhall fail, and the Fields 
field no Meat; although the Flock 
hall be cut off from = Fold, and 
there ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls; 
jet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 
py in the God of my Salvation. 

What tho I —— am af. 
fied here, and ſigh under the Mi- 
eeries of this World for a time, I 
m ſure my Tears fhall one Day 
de turned into Joy, and that Joy 
bone ſhall take from me. 5 
I ſhould, too much injure 

Charity and thy Sufferings, O Bl 
ed Jeſus, if I had not a —— hope 

of working out my Salvation. 
Great is — Malice of the 
Powers of Darkneſs, and great is 
ay own Weakneſs ; but how much 
greater is thy Goodneſs, and thy 
Might, 


— * 
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Night, O my gracious God! I wil 
therefore work out my Salvation 
with Fear and Trembling; but 2 
long as I live, I will hope in th 
Mercy. 
O miſerable Wretch that I am 

If I hope, why do not my Endes 
vours anſwer my hopes? if hope 
to obtain the Grace of God to 
overcome my F ollies, and to ac- 
— all neceſſary Virtues, why do 

not labour to ſuch ner Pur 
poſes ? | 
Whoever hopes r; great thing 

in this World, "kd pains to at- 

tain them, how can my hopes of 
, Everlaſting Life be well grounded, 
If I do not ſtrive and labour for that 
eternal Inheritance. 

I will never default the meaneſt 
ea while I look to receive 
ſuch glorious Wages ; I will never 
repine at any temporal Lofs, while 


I expe to in ſuch Eternal Re- ii: 
wards, | 
Bleſſed 


Bl 
Delis 
be ſt 
4001 
Lore 


dpf 
then 
Wot 


ron 
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1 Bleſſed Hope! Be thou my chief 

n belight in Life, and then I ſhall 
e ſtedfaſt and unmoveable, always 
bounding in the Work of the 
Lord: Be thou my Comfort and 
Support at the Hour of Death, and 
then I ſhall contentedly leave this 
World, as a Captive that is releaſed 


1 from his Imprifonment. - 


| AA of Lo vk. 


Abe and Everlaſting God, 
thou art Infinite in all Excel- 
lencies and Perfections, and there- 
ſore art the moſt proper Object of 
de Love and Adoration of Immortal 
Souls; Thou art Infinite in Good- 
es and Loving-Kindneſs towards 
ne, and therefore haſt the juſteſt 
caim to my Heart. 
O infinite Amiableneſs ! When 
W ill I love thee without Bounds, 
vithout Coldneſs and Interruption, 
which, 
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which, alas, ſo often ſeize me liert 
below? Let me never ſuffer an 
Creature to be thy Rival, or to ſhare 
my Heart with thee; Let me have 
no other God, no other E but 
only thee. 5 
Whatever is amiable in the Cres 
tures, is derived from thee; and i: 
> no farther amiable, than it bears 
ſome Impreſſion of thy Amiabl 
neſs ; their Goodneſs is. imperfet, 
and mix'd with much Erl, bu 
thou only art perfectly Excellent; 
O let the World never more have 
place in my Heart! All my Aﬀedi- 
ons 1 withdraw from that, to fx on 
ther. 
DO dear Jeſus, who didſt love me 
to ſuch a degree, that thou wert 
pleaſed for my ſake to endure a 
painful and ſhameful Death; how R 
1 it poſlible I can live without lo a 
ving thee. b 
O how much is it the Grief of 
my Heart, My Love is ſ01 * b 
| e 


— 0 


the ALTAR. 155 
ect, ſo little fix'd upon the moſt 
{ſerving Object! O when ſhall 1 
ove thee to the utmoſt Capacity of 
Creature, and praiſe thee to all 
Eternity | 1's | „ £08 

How affliting is it to me, not 
to love thee as much as I defire | 
Alas! when ſhall I love thee with 
ill my Strength 2 When ſhall all 
arnal-Aﬀe&ions die in me, and all 
things belonging to the Spirit live 
ind grow in me? When ſhall I be 
willing to lay down my Life for 
thee, who haſt ſhed thy precious 
Blood for me? | 20 

Grant, O God, that I may con- 
tinually exerciſe upon Earth what 
the bleſſed Saints practiſe with ſo 
much fervour in Heaven; the Glo- 
ries and Pleaſures of that happy 
Region would be imperfect, if the 
Flame of Love did not continually 
burn before thee. | 

Whoever loves, deſires to pleaſe 
his beloved Object; and according 


to 
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to the degree of Love, is the great- 
neſs of Deſire; make me, O God, 
diligent and earneſt in pleaſing 
thee let me cheerfully diſcharge 
the moſt painful and coſtly Duties; 
and forſake Friends, Riches, Eaſe, 
and Life it ſelf, rather than diſobey 
= Re 4 aye 
Whoever loves, deſires the Wel- 
fare and Happineſs of his beloved 
Object: But thou, O dear Jeſus, 
canſt receive no Addition from my 
imperfect Services; what ſhall I do 
to expreſs my Affection towards 
thee ? I will relieve the Neceſlities 
of my poor Brethren, who are Mem- 
bers of thy Body; for he that Joveth 
not his Brother whom he hath ſeen, 
how can he love God whom he hath 
not ſeen ? | 
I will pray without ceaſing, and 

ſeriouſly meditate upon thy Pre- 
cepts ; I will hear thy Word with 
Reverence and Attention, and re- 
ceive the Holy Sacrament with Hu- 

mility 
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t: nility and Devotion ; for theſe are 
dite Methods thou haſt eſtabliſh'd, of 


- 


8 unverſing with thee, of, | niting Vs, 
eo thee, and are the only means 
5M vhereby I can enjoy thee here be- 
5 JW. , 4 x $4.57 | 155 


Alas! How is all my Time \un- 
ſrofitable, my Labour loſt, my A- 
ons and Sufferings vain, when 
they are not employed in thy Ser- 
ice, when they are not endured for 
the Love of thee my God 2. + + 


: 


7 


[ will long for thy Appearance, 
O Bleſſed Jeſus, becauſe it will 
transform. me into thy Likeneſs, be- 
cauſe it will enter me into the full 
Enjoyment of thee, and unite me to 
thee for ever: The utmoſt Labour 
of all my Days is too ſhort, the Ser- 
vice of my Life too little, much roo 
little to ſecure this Eternal Inher!- 
ance, hl 3 
O crucified Jeſus, in whom T 
Ive ; and without whom Id 
nortifie in me all ſenſual Diff *M 
Ai entlani: 
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enflame my Heart with thy Ho! 
Love, hat 1 may 80 1 
the Vanities of this World, but 
place my Affections entirely on 
Leet my laſt Breath, when my 
Soul ſhall leave my Body, breath 
forth Love to thee, my God; Len- 
ter d into Life without acknowleds- 
ing thee, let me therefore finiſh it 
an loving thee; O let the laſt A8 
of LIE be Love” OI 


* 
2. — 


Ade of Conformity to the Wir 


of Gop. 


[3Lefſed Will of God! how juſt 
D and upright art thou in all 
thy Determinations > How good 
and amiable in all thy Diſpenſati- 
ons? they only love thee not, who 
know thee not, and they who n 
know thee not, how miſerable are 


they? | 
N What 


tlie ALTA Act 


59 

What art thou, O Lord? anck 
what am 1? Thou art all Wiſdom, 
[am all Blindneſs and Tenorance : 
Chuſe thou for me, Jet oy holy ' 
Will be done in me and by me, be- 
cauſe if I ſhou'd chuſe and will for 
my ſelf, all would be Vanity, Raſh- 
neſs and F oll. 

Thou art à God infinite in Mer 
and Loving-kindneſs,' therefore” 
wilt order all things to my greateſt” 
Advantage. Wo to me] when my 
Will is not obedient and reſign- 
ed to thy Bleed Will in every 
thing. 
Ow God, hen canſt will no- 
thing A that which is truly good, 
and J am capable of willing every 
thing that is monſtroufly evil, I 
therefore renounce my Own Will, I 
ren to be intitely govertied by 

e 

The Deſigns of thy Mercy are to 

nake me happy to all Eternity, and 
my perverle. lackinations run after 
H-2- preſent. 


1 


B by thy Grace in this World, and 


18 Diserie n= 


preſc ſent Plehſutes; bor contfary fo 01 
ver they may be to hy. gracious 
Purpoſcs. It is therefore reaſonz th 
ble, O Lord, that I Thould diftran ® 
my own Guidance” and that thy 
' bleffed Will ſhould direct all m up 
Ways. He 
Holineſs 1s the Path 10 664, bat 
chalked out to everlaſting Bliſs th 
may thy Holy Will be accompliſhec Ge 


in me, and then I ſhall be fanctifec 


glorified in the EI ſoyment o of thy gr 
elf in the next. , 
Thy Will, O Bleſſed jet * 
that I Thould avoid all Sin, and pu a 
rifie my ſelf as thou art pure ; my re 
own Will does but too often prevail | 
upon me to tranſgreſs thy Holy ' 
Laws, which therefore I Ketef andi ** 
abhor. Thy Will ſhall be my Rule, 10 


becauſe it makes me do every thing 0 


that is good. 


_ How true is it, On my Jeſus, that 5 


thou art my Lord and "Maſter, my 
Omnt- 


. 7 *” * . 
- * 
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Will of God, thy Happineſs ; upon 
thy own Will, thy Miſery: Conſi- 
der well to which thou chuſeſt to 
mite thy ſelf; becauſe eternal Hap- 
great Importance to be neglected, 
Tis eafie; O Lord, to ſubmit to 
thy Will, when it is pleaſing and a- 
greeable to our Natures; but cer- 


f timly it is not leſs our ut) when 
don thinkeſt fit to try us with Diſ- 


fcalties, and to contradict the Incli- 
mtions of Fleſh and Blood. | 
In all thy Sufferings, in thy pain 
ful Crucifixion and ſhameful Death, 
O my dear Jeſus, thou didſt entire- 
ly reſign thy ſelf to the Will of thy 
rather. Shall I murmur againſt leſs 
H 3: Suffer⸗ 


Sufferings, which I have ſo much 
patiently ſubmit to them? 
If I do not love thee, O my God 
more than my ſelf, I am not worth 
of thee; if I do not prefer thy Wi 
to my o], it is much to be feared 
I do not love thee; oh my God! 
will deny my ſelf to be made per- 
i oe. doi, d ent us 
Thy Will, O God, is thy bleſſed 
felf; they therefore, who refuſe tc 
follow thy Will, declare that tho 
halt not reign over them, that the 
defire not the knowledge of thy 
Ways. It is thee I deſire, 6 my God, 
I renounce my own Will therefore 
to follow thine.  _ 


— 
— 
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Ads f Vries 2 relation to | 
the Po ion of our Saviour. 


| 7Hither Lins . 
O Bleſſed jeſus? even to 
the painful and ſhameful Death of 
the Croſs for my ſake. O how im- 
perfect is my Nr if Afflictions or 
Croſſes are able to ſeparate me from 
thee, or if I am not willing to en- 
dure the greateſt Teen rather 
than forfale d thee? 

Thou wert, O Jeſu us, 104 in Love 
with Sufferings for me, that rather 
than come down from the; Croſs, 
thou didſt chuſe to expire upon it. 
Miſerable Wretch that I am! How 
does my Fleſh and Blood ſtart at the 
very Appearance of a violent Death, 
tho it might be neceſſary as a Te- 
ſtimony of the Truth of * Aﬀe- 
dion towards thee! 


* 
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Thy: ſacred Head was crowned 
with: Thorns,. and all, thy Bady 
plowed with Scourges, but my Sins 
and Follies added Werben them, 
and pierced thee and wounded the 
more chan the Thorns'and 

themſelves. Ol L grieve, and like. 
when 1 confider my Iniquities drew 
upon thee all thy Sorrowsy' thoſe | 
exquiſite Pains and Torments in thy 
Body! thoſe nezpretlnle Fears and 
Anguiſh in thy Soub! 
Aa er erer, O Lord deteſt and 
abjure thoſe Sins thatwere thy Tor- 
mentors, I will ꝓerſecute thoſe vile 
Lufts and Affections that crucified 
thee,” I will fiy from-all Appearmer 
Is it poſſible not to love thee, O 
Bleſſed Saviour, above all things, 
who haſt delivered me from ſuch 
imperious Maſters > Is it poſſible to 
remember that my Sins occaſioned 
all thy Grief, and ever to offend 

thee more? | 
| What 


| 


thy Croſs : 
doing good, and ſo far from indul- 


thou hadſt not where to lay thy 
Head ; and whoever frequents the 


vue the Welfare of Mankind; fot 
chou didſt willingly embrace all 
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What does my Soul Lond for? 
What is the Deſire of my Heart ? 
|; it poſſible that empty frail Crea- 
tures only ſhould rejoice and delight 
it, when divine Love diſplays it felt 
in the bleeding Wounds of the ſuf⸗ 
fering Jeſus. 5 
Let the Fire of dine Wa burd 

bright in my Soul, never will I 
ſearch for any other Fewel to nouriſn 
this Holy Flame, than thy Scourges 
and thy Thorns, than uy 'Recd and 


Thy whole Life Was det in 
ging the Pleaſures of Senſe; that 


Chriſtian Sacrifice, muſt be con- 
vinced at what a rate thou didſt 


lorts of Sufferings in ander to ac- 
compliſh it. 


What 


9 | FI 
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What Folly and Raſhneſs is i un (yffer 
therefore for me to be always ci 
reſling my felf with ſenſual Enjoy 
ments, to be ſpending” my Eſtate 
in Jollity, in Splendor, in Folly 
and Luxury, which ought to be 
employed in doing good to the 
Souls and Bodies of Men! How 
unlike is this to that Example 
thou haſt ſet before me, and tr 
that Diſpotition of Mind "thou te- 

tas! Suffering anly Gre 

8 ing can 
moſe that — themſelves, and 
not thee ; that love themſelves, and 
nor thee. O my crucified Jeſus ! 
Thou wert made thro” Suf- 
fer ings, and can I behold and love 5. 
ſuch à bleſſed Pattern, and not de- B. 
fire to ſuffer with thee; and to dic I A 
for thee ? 

Who can fathom this Abyſs of 
Divine Love? I am the Criminal, 
and thou, O Bleſſed Jeſus, art cru- 

citied. : What ought I not to have 
e dul. 


M uffered, to have gained an Intereſt 
In thee? And yet what haſt thou 
boot ſuffered to purchaſe fuch a 
WM pretch as I am? : 
have offended thee, and thou re- 
"MW oncileft_ me with thy own Blood ; 
occaſioned thy Death, and thou 
zreſt me Life: Was. there ever 
guy Love like that Love which my 
Lord and my God has chewed to- 
wards me 2? VOOR 
When I confider thee, O dear Je- 
ſus, what thou art in thy felf, and 
what thou art to me, I feel my ſelf 
conſtrained to love thee. Where 
ball I difcover greater Excellencies 
nud Perfections to raiſe my Admi- 
W ration 2 Where ſhall I find greater 
bounty and Goodneſs to engage my 
Affections? e 
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My God! Thou: art the eter- 
dl Source of all Excellency 
and Perfection; and I, miſerable 
Wretch! what am 17 Nothing but 
yr Duſt and Aſhes, 
It is reaſonable therefore I 
ſhould obey thee, becauſe thou art 
infinitely . me ; that I ſhould 
ſubmit to thee in all things, without 
grudging, without murmuring, be- 
cauſe thou art infinite Wiſdom, _ 
Bleſſed Humiliry ! When fhall ] 
poſſeſs thee? When ſhall J enjoy that 
Tranquillity of Mind, . only 
found among thoſe that love and o- 
bey thee? When ſhall I be adorned 
with that Comelineſs and Beauty, 
which thou only canſt beſtow ? 
What have I, O Lord, whereof to 
glory? If of my Body, it is nothing 
but vile . moulded by thy Om- 
nipotent 


N 


Folly a Va- 


the Al TA. 69 
potent Hand, and muſt return td 
Vottenneſs, and be the Food of 
MW Worms ; if of my Mind, it is che 
breach of Life infufed by thee, and 
by my own Folly made full of Sin 


nd Wickedneſs. I have gone aſtray. 
from the Womb, and in Sin did my 
Mother conceive me. 
All the Good I poſſefs comes from 
thee ; if my outward Man has any 
Advantages above others, it is the 
effect of thy Bounty; from whence 
rroceeds Health and Strength, Beau 

ty and Comelineſs, and upon thy 
Will they depend, to be recal led at 2 
Moment : If my Mind has the leaſt 
Excellency, it is thy Gift, who didſt 
endue me with Reaſon and Grace: 
All that is my own, is the abuſe of 
thy Favours; and whatever is bad 
in me, is properly mine. 
Jam Wane. O Lord, of all 
thy Gifts, by reaſon of my Vileneſs 
and Ingratitude ; I do not deſer ve 
the Air I breath m, becauſe I have 
4 YE infected 


ent becauſe my Table has become: 


E an Duſt and Aſhes. _ 


E. | | | E | [1 oF ESI 
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infected it as it ere with .noiſome 


Luſts; I do not deſerve the Bread 


Snare, and 4 good Creatures tho 
haſt given me = Refreſhment have 
| 15275 98888 to Luxury and Senſua 
61 let me nb what 1 by 
Nature, frail and weak; what I am 
by Sin, odious and contemptible is 
thy bs ght: And let this. Knowledge 
my. Self ſuppreſs and mortifie all 
proud and vain Thoughts, let 
Senſe of my own Vileneſs and U 
worthineſs humble my ſelf as itwere 


It js the ſincere deſire of my Sou 

O bleſſed Jeſus! It is the firm choice 
of my Will, to be rather-a-Door 
Teens in the Houſe of my God, than 
to dwell in the Tentsof Wickedueks 
1 will not place my Pleaſure and 
Satisfaction in the Praiſe of Men, 
becauſe it is an uncertain Breath of 
Air, apt to fwell me with Pride ard 
hs Vanity 


the ALTA. 174 
Vani ity, jor is the effect of civility 
and Charity, rather than of what 1 
deſerve. I will; in all my Actions, 
endeavour to pleaſe thee; tho” it be 
attended with Ignominy and Re- 
proach, and tho 1 N deu 
the Contempt of the Scornfſuwu. 
O let me bear the Inj ne 
fronts of bad Men 2 Patience and 
Meekneſs, becauſe I have deferved 
much worſe Treatment from thee. - 
Let me receive the Reproofs and Ad- 
monitions of good Men with Thank- 
fulneſs, becauſe I ſtand ſo much in 
need of them, and that they are ſo 
proper to correct my Follies. 4 
O let me never inſult over the Fol- 
lies and Sins of my Fellow Chriſtians, 
becauſe Iam liable to the ſame Temp- 
tations; Let me pity and oompaſſio- 
nate their Misfortunes, becauſe if I 
am not plung'd in the ſame Gulph of 
Miſery, it is wholly owing to ty | 
Grace which has ALY me, to 
thy Almighty Hand which has held 
me udp. How | 


10 Drer rens for 
How didft thou condeſcend 0 
Lear Jeſus; to be born in à Stable, 
to lead a Life deſtitute of all Com- 
f. orts and Accommodations, to die 
upon a Croſs, and all chis for the 
good of — ſinful Creatures? and 
Hall T chink any Labour too prie- 


75 Rue any Office too mean, whereby 
ay 


8 ee to promote dof my | 
poral and Eter Happineſs 
Nes hbour?ꝰ * bf 
- Without thee, O Jeſus, T can de 
nothing | Inſpire me with that Hu- 
mility which thou haſt taught by 
thy Precepts, and by thy own Ex- 
_ ample; I will endeavour to imitate 
thy ſtate of Humiliation here upon 
Earth, that I may partake of thoſe 
Glories thou now doſt poſſeſs at the 
right Hand of thy Father. 


A PRAYER 
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4 Praves which » — 
at any time in the te Week . 
pore the Sunday or Holy- day 

on which we deſign to com- | 
municate , and which may 
properly be annex'd to our 
Morning and Evening Deev. 
tons at Jock HOWE... 


OST Oratioud and Meroifil 
God, who haſt by thy Mini- 
ſer given me an invitation to thy 
Heavenly Feaſt, grant me Grace to 
proach Holy Myſteries with 
den itential Preparation, and With a 
Heart fully difpoſed to ſerve and o 
bey dera the Days of my Life. * 
Enable me, O my God, I moſt 
humbly deſecch ns; to examine 
he {tate of y own Mind, to com- 
fare my Actions wich the _— 
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thy Laws, that nothing contrary to 
thy Holy Will may ever find a ſet- 
tled Abode in my Soul; thou know. 
eſt all that Load of Impiety and Guilt 
der which I lie, help me there- 
fore ſo impartially to judge and con- 
demn my ſelf, fo hùmbly to repent 
and beg Pardon, that I may not be 
condemned at thy dreadful Tribu- 
nal: But alas! after the moſt ſtridt 
Examination we can make, who can 
number his Impieties? who can tell 
how oft he offendeth? Cleanſe me 
therefore, O Lord, from my ſecret 
Faults, which in general I renounce 
and bewail. | 2 95 
O my God, who alone canſt or- 
der the unruly Wills and Affections 
of ſinful Men, be pleaſed to change 
my Heart into an entire Love of 
thee, that I may be unfeignedly ſor- 
ry for having offended. thee, who 
art infinite Goodneſs, that with a 
broken and contrite Heart I may 
grieve, and mourn, and repent 3 


— 


. . 
: 2h ' 
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ill my fornier Sins, and may for ever 
forſake them, and for the future fted- 
faſtly purpoſe to lead a. nem Life , 
that I may renew my Baptiſmal Vow, ' 
and hereafter live as a ſworn Votary 
10 thy Love. ent agar | 1 l 5 
O Heavenly Father, ſettle in my 
Soul a lively Faith in - ercy. 
thro' Chriſt, a ſtedfaſt Belief of all 
thy Love to Sinners, and an affe- 
ctionate Reliance on the Merits and 
Mediation of thy crucified Son; of 
my being accepted in the Beloved, 
= whom Iwill ever adore and praiſe 
„ 237419260 
Omy crucified God, thou Sovereign = 
Inflammative of Love, let the re- 
membrance of thy Death ſet all the 
Powers of my Soul on work, that 
may deſire and pant after thee, | 
chat I may admire and adore the, 
chat I may take heavenly Delight in 
MW thy gracious Preſence, that with 
"MW Praiſe and Thankſgiving I may re- 
ive thee into my Heart, and al- 
K 2 ways 


——_ K — _ __ ___———_—_— — 


; 
i 


4 , 
$51 s 
I. 


1786 Davor tons r, 
ways entertain thee with pious Oi 
ld ee, O Bleſſed ſeſus, in che Me- 
motial of thy Sufferings; hom thou 
Aidſt forgive me, and didſt love me 
When I was thy Enemy; give me 
Grace to love my Neighbour, and 
to he in Cherity with all Menz to 


forgive all my Enemies, and to be 
at Peace with all the World, as I de- 


fire to be loved, and forgiven, and to 
He at Peace with thee. All that have 
any way injured me I freely forgive 
for thy ſake, O Lord z and if I hate 
awronged or injured my Neighbour, 
give me Grace to beg his Pardon; 
and, as I have Opportunity, tomake 
kim Satisfaction and Reſtitution 20 
cording do my Power; Whenever 
ſee anyof thy poor Members Hun- 
gry, or naked, or in Diſtreſs, let the 
Remembrance of thy Love in dying 
for me engage me to contribute all 
I can to their Relief, may they ever 
liberally partake of what 1 ae 
e E „ ce 


n 2 
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ce thou were fo liberal of thy in- 
eſtimable Blood for me. | 
Thus prepared, O Lord, let me ap- 9 
— "Holy Table, and fo eat 

the Fleth of thy 42 Son ſeſus Chriſt, 
and drink bis Blood, that my ſin- 
ful Body way be wade clean by bis | 
Body, and my Soul walk'd thro! 
his moft precious Blood, that L 
may evermore dwell in him, * 


he in me. 4 


A PRATEX in our Retirement 
after we are returned * 


from: the Lerd's Table. 


Acknomleage, OLord, my Goa? 
with all thankfulneſs of et). 
thy great Mercy and Goodneſs m- 
municated to me this Day, in gi- 
ving me an Opportunity of ar- 
proaching thy Holy Table, and in 
diſpoſing my Mind to commemarate 
the infinite Love of my cruciſied 

K 3 Saviour, 


2 
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Saviour, to render him Thanks and 
Praiſe for laying down his Life as a 
Sacrifice for the Sins of the World, 
and to repreſent unto theeithat 8a 


. crifice as à full Satisfaction for them, 


whereby thou doſt incline me hum- 

bly to 3 for all the Beneſits of 
his Death and Paſſioo. 
How many, O Lord, turn a deaf 
Ear to all the preſſing Exhortations 
of thy Miniſtersʒ and being influenced 
by the Cares, and Riches, and Plea- 
ſures of Life, when they are invi- 
ted, refuſe to come? How many pious 
and devout Souls are deprived of 
the bleſſed Advantage of this higheſt 
and moſt ſolemn Act of Religion; 
and how many ſincere and faithful 


_ Chriſtians are oppreſſed with. Scru- 


ples, dejected with Fears, ſo that 
they dare not venture to partake of 
the Holy Myſtertes? ©  _. 
Wat Thanks therefore, moſt 
gracious God, can I return unto 
thy divine Majeſty, for impreſſing 

$1017 6 4 © N 
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: Senſe of my Duty upon my Mind. 
and for that Strength and Power 
whereby thou haſt in ſome 'Meas 
ſure enabled me to perform it. 1 


will praiſe and magnifie thy great 
en- 


and glorious Name, and I w 
tirely devote my ſelf to thy Service 
as long as I have any Being. 

Blefſed. be thy Name for thoſe 
freſh Supplies of Grace I have re- 
ceived at thy Altar, grant that they 
may make me run the way of thy 

Commandments with Delight and 

Pleaſure; that I may never any 

dee faint, or droop, or tire in * 
. 

Bleſſed be be thy 1 for thoſe 
comfortable Aſſ urances thou haſt gi- 
ven me of Pardon and Forgiveneſs. 
Let this thy compaſſionate Goodneſs 
be a perpetual Obligation to Love 

and Gratitude, * Let it put me up- 
on my guard, that I may watch o- 
ver all my ways, and do always that 


which is well pleaſi ng in ** light. 
K4 - JT 


F  _ Bleſſed be thy 


| : 
/ 


$ for 
Peace and Quiet thou haſt reftored 
thou haſt wrought in me to perſe- 
vere in thy Service to the end of 
m Days; make them firm, vige- 
' rous, and c and let never a. 
ny ſinful Paſlions any more ruttie 

and difcompofe my Mind. 
Bleſſed 
Reluh thou haſt given me of ſpi - 
— Hai a „ that Defire of 
cling the eternal Inheritance; 
let the Enjoyraents of Senſe appear 
mean and contemptible, and let 
not the Pleaſures of the World any 
more prevail upon me to tranſgreſs 
thy holy Laws. 
Grant, O Lord, that I may walk 
worthy of theſe thy diſtinguiſning 
Mercies, and live as becomes. the 
Redeemed of the Lord, Without 
thee, O Bleſſed Jefus, I can do no- 
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thing; without thee who art the 


Sun of Righteonſneſs I ſhall walk 


de thy Name for that 


2 


che Phyſician” of Souls 1 ſhall lan- 
gui and dle; without 8 I 
art the Joy of all devout Minds 11 


ſhall confume my Days away in 
Sadnefs. Remane © Pont a 
and abide with me for ever, 1 ſhall- 
then be enabled to do thy Will in. 
this Life, and thereby be qualified' 
to partake of thy Glories to all E. 
ternity in the next. Amen, Amen... 


Since it i poſſible this littlè Treatiſe” 
may fall into Hands that may be de- 
flitute F belps for Family Devotion, . 
I have added a Morning and Ebe- 
ning Prayer for ſuch Occafuns.  -, 


4 Morning Prayer for a Family. 


Eternal God, Creator and 
Preſerver of all Mankind, Gi-- 

ver of all fpiritual Grace, the Au- 
thor of everlaſting Life; we thine 
unworthy Servants entirely defire 
A | _—_— to 
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to rale thy mt for all the Ex- 
gre of thy Bounty towards us. 
e give thee Thanks that thou haſt 
reſerved us from niany and great 
Dans wherewith we have been 
encompaſſed. that thou haſt brought 
us ſafe to the Light of this Day, 
and that thou haſt. refreſhed us 
the paſt. Night with quiet Reſt 

and Sleep: But above all, 
bleſſed be thy Love that gave thy 
Son to die for our Sins, to put us 
in a Way of being happy, if we 
would obey thee. And after all our 
wilful Refuſals of thy Grace ſtill 
haſt Patience with us, and haſt ad- 
ded this one Day more to all we 
have miſpent already, to ſee if we 
will tiniſh the Work thou haſt ſet 
us to do, and fit ourſelves for eter- 

nal Glory. 

Pardon, good Lord, all our for- 
mer Sins Ga all our abuſes of thy 
Forbearance and Long-ſuffering, for 
A we are vow ſorry at our 
| 5 Hearts; 
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Hearts; 
we Lives, and to be more careful 
in improving all future Opportu- 
nities: make thy ſelf 3 to our 
Minds, and log thy Link and-t 
Fear rule in our Souls in all 
places and Companies, where our 
Occaſions ſhall lead us this Day. 
Keep us chaſte naltourThouphts; 
temperate in all our Enjoyments; 
humble in all our Opinions of out 
ſelves, charitable in all our Speeches 
of others, meek and peaceable un- 
der all Provocations, ſineere and 
faithful in all our Profeſſions, and 
ſo juſt and upright in all our wa 
lings, that no Neceſſity 
— — alu 
us to defraud or go 
Neighbours. When "than beſtoweſt 
Good on others, let us not envy © 
rejoice in it, and when thou 
any to our ſelves, let us 3 
Mercy and en than thee 


f for it. | 1 ns * 1 Ha * 158 7 | 
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give us Grace to lead more 2 


b ***: Aﬀerd us convenient 


vor to repine at any thing that hap- 


3 * 
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Supplies in 
All our reaſonable Necellities, and 
eee, of 
| ers: Make us gent in 
| an er As and give ſuch Suc-· 
ceſs. to all our lawful} Endeavours, 
| as thou ſeeſt moſt expedient for us 


teach us contentedly to ſubmit, 4 


e by the ANNU of thy wite | 


In all our pal  thronght this 
Row cg Id Concerns in 


it, ſuffer not our Hearts to be too 
much fet upon it; but always fx 
our Eyes port the blefſed hope, that 
m we we may make all 
the things of this World miniſter 
to t, and be careful above all things 
to fit our Souls for that pure and 
perfect Bliſs, which thou alt pre- 
_ pared for all that prot ae fear 24 
mn the Glories of t 4 
Give ty Grace, n nel 
rat to al the World, and Jer all 
| who- 


ö A 
* _ . * © 


F 


Let all Governours rule with 


— Raiſe Friends to the Widows and 


| 4 9 43% * 

or a FA e 
who are redeemed by the Blood of 
thy Son, acknowledyethee to he te 
Lord, and become his Worthtppers* * 
and faithful Servants. - Make all: ' 
Chriſtians conſctentious Practiſers of 
that Holineſs they profeſs; and a. 
bove all mfpire them with uniting. 
Principles and charitable Hearts, 
that by their loving one another, 
as thou haſt Ioved us, all the World 
may know they are thy Diſci 12 
dom and Juſtice, and Subjects obey 
with Love and Chearfulneſs. Let 
the Prieſts of the Lord be exempla- 
ry in their Lives, and difcreer and 
diligent in their Labours, having a 
moft compaſſionate Love of Souls; 
and let the People be humble and 
tractable, moſt deſirous to hearken 
and fully bent to follow wife In- 
ſtructions. Relieve the afflicted and 
thoſe that are in want, aſſiſt them 
eomtentedly to depend on thee. 


Father- 
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ae gde Priſoners and Capti yes 


and all that groan under an/ Op- 


| L preſſion. Give: Re pentance, Pati- 
ence and c ene to all that lie 
upon Beds o Sickneſs, 4 and caſe 


© when thou ſeeſt it convenient for 


them. Speak Peace to troubled Con- 


ſciences by delivering them from 
their cauſeleſs re and by 


WP them conſtant in the Pra- 
' Rice of Holineſs... Bleſs. all our 
Friends, who are eſpecially en- 
deared to us by their Kindneſſes, 


all our Relations according to the 


us, or deſire our Prayers. Teach 
us all to aſk what thou approveſt, 


and then aint us FRO is 


aſked. 


Prevent us, in all our Actions: 5 


fee uard us againſt all Dangers, re- 
lieve us in all Straights, and grant 

that we may always make thee our 
Confidence, and take all things well 


| that 8 ordereſt for us. Shorten 
our 


mcg 2 


Fleſh, all that particularly pray for 


3 Py Fanitz,.. 


eternal Kingdom which thou "haſt 
prepared for us, for Jeſuss Sake, in 


whoſe Holy Name and Words we 


farther pray unto ther. 


2 257 N 
our 8 and deliver us from 9 
all our Sins, 5 fit us all for that 


vj 
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The Grace of our 43 Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Love of God, the Fel- 


lowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt be with 


us this Dayand for evermore. Amen, 


An Evening Prayer for 4 Family, | 


AS God, F ather of our 
Lord ghty God Chriſt, Maker 


| of all things, Judge of all Men. 


We acknowlege and bewail our ma- 

nifold Sins and Wickedneſs, which 
| we from time to time moſt griev- 
| ouſly have committed by Thought, 


Word and Deed againſt thy Divine 


Majeſty, provoking moſt juſtl 2 j 


Wrath and IE] us; 


we 


VER 


907 for NEL 


ings, and the Reruembranceof' them 

i by ci Sogn uy 4 Lord | 
after thy 3 L according 
to the Multirude of thy Merctes do 
away our Offences ; Waſh us tho- 
roughly from our Wickedueſs and | 
cleanſe us from our Sins; create and | 
make in us new and contrite Hearts, 
that we worthily lamenting our 
paſt Follies, and genen our 
Wretehedneſs, may obtaim of thee, 
the God of all Mercy, perfec Re- 
miſſion and Forgiveneſs. 

Brant us, OLard, the Aſſiffance 
of thy Holy Spirit, that for the time 
to come, we may think and do ſuch 

things as be rightful ; that we who 
cannot do any thing that is good 
without thee, may by thee be cn- 
abled to live according to thy Will; 
that thy Grace may always ſo pre- 


vent and follow us, as to make us 
contl- 
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continually to be given to all pood: -. 
T knoweſt us to be ſet in the midſt 


of ſo many —_ , thar © 
by Reaſon of the Frailty of our Na- 
ture we cannot always ftand up- 
right 5 grant to us ſuck Strengen 
and Protect ĩon as may ſupport us in 
all Dangers, and carry us thro all 
Temptation ; 
Help us, O Lord, to withſtand 
the Aſſaults of the Enemies of aus 
Salvation, the World, the Fleſh and 
the Devil, and with pare Hearts 
and Minds to follow thee the only 
| God. Graft in our Souls the Love 
of thy Name, increaſe in us true 
Religion, nouriſh us with all Good- 
neſs, and of thy great keep 
us in the ſame. And thou, O God; 
| whoſe never failing Providence or- 
dereth all things both in Heaven 
and Earth; put from us, we be- 
ſeech thee, all hurtful things, and 
give us thoſe things which * _ | 


ftable for us: And ſince tis thou 
lone canſt order the unruly Wills 
and Affections of ſinful Men, grant 
that we may love the things which 
thcu commandeſt, and deſire that 


do among the Sundry" and me 
nifold Changes of the World, out 


any thing that is great, nor the Con- 
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Which thou: doſt promiſe, that 


Hearts may ſurely there be fix d; 
where true Joys are to be found. 
Diſpoſe us by all the Means of 
Grace we enjoy, to attain that ever. 
laſting Salvation thou haſt promi- 
ſedʒ that we may both perceive and 
know thoſe things which we ought 
to do, and may have Grace and 
Power faithfully to fulfil the ſame. 
79 Teach us, O Lord, ſo to num- 
ber our Days, that we may apply 
our Hearts unto Wiſdom; and 
grant that neither the Splendour of 


cCeit of any thing that is good in us, 
may any way withdraw our Eyes 


from looking. upon our ſelves as 5 


— 
of 


4 « For's FAMILY. :. 191 
ful Duſt . And Alhes, but that We 
may preſs; faxwatditowards-the Pris 
of the. higli calling i ahat is befots 
us, Witk Faith and &, with 
Humility and Meekngls, with Mars, 
tification and Seifdetual, with Chaz 
rity and conſtant Perſeverance teithæ 
25d; that ſo when we ſhall depart 
this Life, we: may ſleep in: che Lord, 
andatthe [Reſurre&ioninthe 
= Day may. be found a coeptable in 

hy Si — and receive that der Bleſkng 
which: thy beloved Son ſhall then 

. upon A thoſe that Avg i 
love and fear thee. * 6 
— Charge thy boy Providence, , 0 


us thisNight, — by thy great Mer - 
ey defend us from all the Perils and 
| Dangers of it. Keep us both out- 
| wardly in our Bodies, and inwardly. 
in our Souls, that we may be de- 


| fended from al Adverlſities that may 
j 7 tothe Body, 415 * On 
oughts = may aſſault and hurt 
the Soul. 4 Extend 


$ 292 An Evening Pavers 
_ - Extendth y Goodneſs, —4— 


Mercy upon all ews, Turks Infi- 
4 2 3 take from them 
„ 
5 Word; and ſo 
— fame to. they Flock; that 
they may be ſaved among the rem- 


nant of the true Iſraelites. Grant | 


unto all them that are admitted into | 
the Fellowſhip of Chrift's Religion, 
that they may efchew thoſe things 
that are contrary to their Profethon, 
and follow all fach things as are a- 
greeable to the ſame. Let thy con- 
tinual Pity cleanſe and defend thy 

Church, Safer becauſe it Fara con- 
tinue in without thy Succour, 
preſerve it evermore by thy Help 
and Goodneſs. Bleſs all our Gover- 
nours both in Chureh and State, that 
in their ſeveral Stations they may 
be uſeful and ſerviceabletothy Glory 
and- the publick Good. We make 
our humble Supplications to = | 


© 


for u Fancy, © 193 
for all our Benefadhors] Friends and 


Relations, and alſo for our very E. 
nemies; let 9 Hand be 


ever over 1 — — 


be ever with them, 
— 8 


in the 
thy Word, that in the end they m 
obtain everlaſting Life. Look 
an Eye of 2 ·· 
on all thoſe are Orin ns wo 
ded in Mind, 

give them Patience OS all their 
and in thy due time a 
happy Wue out of all heyy Ally 
ions. 

And as we pray unto thee, 0 
God, for our ſelves and others, fo 
we deũre to bleſs and praiſe thy 
holy Name for ali thy Goodnefs and 
loving Kindneſs to us and to all | 
Men. We give thee hearty Thanks 
| for the Preſervation of us the Day | 
| paſt, and the reſt of our Lives from 
ende Accidents and Dangers, 
for the Comforts and Conveniences 

a8 
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1 ab — Pacher 
2s well as the Neceſſaries of Lift 
But above all we laud and magniffe 
and adore thy Goodneſs in the Re- 
demption of the World by the Death 
and Paſſion of our Saviour Chrift 
both God and Manz who did hum- 
ble himſelf even to the Death upon 
the Croſs for us miſerable Sinners, 
who lay in Darkneſs and in theSha. . 
dow of Death, that he might make 
us the Children of God, and exalt 
us to everlaſting Life. Teach us 
to expreſs our Thankfulneſs by ſub- 
mitting our ſelves entirely to his 
holy Will and Pleaſure, and by ſtu- 
dying to ſerve him in true Holineſs 
and Righteouſneſs all the Days of 
our Life. Accept, O Lord of 'heſe 
our Prayers and raiſes, i in and tho- 
h the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Bleſſed Saviour and 5 


— * 4 
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